II. Former Prophets
The Former Prophets class is the first class in the middle portion of the Hebrew Canon called 'The Prophets'. It consists of Joshua, Judges, and Samuel-Kings. These books are narrative, and yet are included in the Prophets because they were written to the nation of Israel corporately, to call them back to faithful covenant relationship with Yahweh. Some of the major themes include unity, corporate solidarity, judgment, and the faithfulness of Yahweh. This is a 3 unit class and consists of 12 lessons.
1. Conquering the Land: Joshua 1-12
Scripture: Joshua 1-12
Theme: Yahweh fights for His people who are united in trusting relationship with Him
Objectives: 
· To summarize the characteristics and themes of the Former Prophets, and to understand how to interpret narrative literature
· To be amazed at the omnipotent power of Yahweh in behalf of His people
· To be encouraged to radically trust in Yahweh because of His great faithfulness
· To see the importance of corporate solidarity and how sin effects God's people
Reading:
· Read Chapter 1 “What Are the Histories? A Survey of Recent Scholarship” in Exploring the Old Testament (EOT) A Guide to the Historical Books, pp. 1-25
· Read Chapter 4 “Deuteronomistic History and Chronistic Books” by Richard Nelson in The Historical Books, pp. 67-78
· Read Joshua 1-12 two times
Questions:
1. Why do you think Joshua-Kings is called the 'Former Prophets'? What difference does it make in our interpretation of these books to think of these books as part of the Prophets? Include within your discussion the understanding of the Hebrew canon as broken up into the TaNaK (Torah, Neviim = Prophets, Ketuvim = Writings). (1 paragraph)

A: The Old Testament is broken down into a threefold division: The Law, Prophets and the Writings. The Prophets can be further divided into the Former and Later Prophets and the Later Prophets into the Major and Minor Prophets. The prophets were mouthpieces for God, authoritative spokesmen for Him. He sent them to call His people back to covenant relationship with Him as defined by the Torah. Thus the Prophets focus on the nation of Israel as a whole, while the Writings are more focused on how an individual should live in relationship with Yahweh. That is why Samuel-Kings is distinct from Chronicles, they have different purposes. Samuel-Kings was written to show the nation of Israel where they did and did not match up to the Law and to call them back to relationship with God. While Chronicles was written to people who had been exiled to show them that God had not forgotten the Abrahamic and Davidic covenants and He was going to fulfill them. Likewise, even though Daniel contains lots of prophecies of the future, the book was written to show God's sovereignty over foreign nations and even over the future. The purpose of Daniel is to teach people how to live in light of God's sovereignty: with integrity, not fearing man, prayerful, and trusting that God will accomplish His plan.
2. What is the significance of thinking of the Former Prophets as 'Deuteronomistic History'? Comment on their relationship to the Torah. What could people be refering to when they talk about the Law? (1 paragraph)
A: The Former Prophets look at history from the standpoint of how how Israel matched up to the Torah. More specifically, Deuteronomy (or the Mosaic covnenant) becomes the lens by which Israel's history is evaluated. When people refer to the Law it could be refering to the Torah, the Mosaic Covenant, maybe all the specific laws in the Torah, or even law in general. It is important to understand these nuances because different OT and NT writers could refer to different aspects of the Law.
3. What types of literary devices are important to note in the study of narratives? Comment on the similarities between watching and analyzing movies in our day (which we are more familiar with), with hearing narratives well in theirs (Think carefully about this!). (2+ paragraphs)
A: [[This whole section could be added to from Chisholm, etc.]]
 i. Repetition
 a) Could be words, phrases, ideas, or grammatical concepts
 b) Gen 1: “And God said... and God said... and God said...”
 c) “There was no king in Israel...” (Judges 17-21)
 ii. Narrative analogy
 a) Sometimes the narrator will “paint the portrait of a story on the fabric of a previous story.” 
 b) Similar stories may be intended to be compared or contrasted.
 c) The previous story will then help interpret the meaning of the present story
 d) Examples: Jeroboam in 1 Kings 12, Judges 19
 iii. Gapping
 a) Withholding information to create ambiguity (movies do this all the time).
 b) Zeba, Mephibosheth, and David (2 Sam 9; 16; 19)?
 c) Joshua 22 and the altar; it’s not until 22:26-27 where we see that their motives are pure.
 iv. Pseudo-objective narration 
 a) Judges 1: unbiased narration 
 b) See Judges 17:1-5
 c) 1 Kings 9-10
 v. Major and minor character development 
 a) The meaning of the story is often most affected by the major characters
· Don't forget that God is always the main character of the Bible!
· Don’t get bogged down with “flat” character; undeveloped characters (no name, no emotions, no thoughts, etc.)
· Kings of Gen 14; Eliezer of Damascus of Gen 15
 vi. “Omniscient” narrative interjection
 a) The narrator is “omniscient”: What does this mean? He Knows the thoughts, motives, intentions, emotions of both God and humans. So when he intervenes to tell you something, we need to pay very close attention to what he says; it’ll probably be fundamental to understanding the story. Pay special attention to parenthetical statements. 
· Examples: Judges 14:4 (Samson’s action were “From the lord, looking for an opportunity against the Philistines”)
· Esther 6:6 (how did he know what Haman was thinking?)
· Judges 4:11 (cf. v. 17)
 vii. Narrative Time
 viii. Context
 a) Every story is included for a reason. Keep the point of the overarching book in mind as you study the various stories within it. There will be a connection between the point of the book and the point of the story, so make sure not to proof-story a story!
 ix. Change of scene
 a) Just like in modern movies, in order to discern the point of a narrative it is important to discern its various sections. Often there will be a change in location, or actors which signals the end of one section and the beginning of a new one. Often by determining where the various section breaks are, it helps us to see what point the author is trying to make in a given section.
 b) Seemingly disconnected stories
· The writer always has a purpose for including a story, everything is connected. So find the connection!
 x. Power in subtlety
 a) “ Parataxis” (elusive or subtle features that force the reader to engage the text; no narrative interpretation)
· “Events may simply be laid out one after the other without any discernible arrangement. There may be no suggestion that certain episodes are any more critical or more important than others are. There may be no interpretative summaries or organizing conclusions. This compositional style, called parataxis… explains why biblical books sometimes seem to end abruptly on what modern readers judge to be a lame note (for example, 2 Kgs 25:27–30 or Jonah 4:11). Sometimes the use of parataxis invites the reader to discover meaningful analogies between events. In Kings, for example, analogies exist between several pairs of narratives. Examples are 1 Kings 3:16–28 and 2 Kings 6:26–31 (two mothers disputing about their children), 1 Kings 10:1–13 and 2 Kings 20:12–19 (wisdom and folly with visitors), and 2 Kings 9:30–37 and 11:13–16 (a wicked queen is killed)” (Nelson, 22–23).
4. Who do you think the book of Joshua was written to, what was the situation at the time, and why do you think it was written? (1 paragraph)
A: The book of Joshua was likely written to the generation shortly after Joshua died (ie. the people of Israel in the early days of the judges. Cf. Jos 6:25. Rahab lived in Israel to this day...). The land had been taken, yet they needed to possess it and to continue in living faithfully to the covenant to fulfill God's good plans for them. Thus the book is written to challenge them to trust God and as a nation to seize the good promises of God together! 
5. Come up with a simple outline of the book of Joshua (more than 2 parts though).
A: 
Joshua 1-5: Entering the Land
Joshua 6-12: Conquering the Land
Joshua 13-21: Possessing the Land
Joshua 22-24: Retaining the Land
6. What do you think the major themes and emphases of chapter 1 of Joshua are? What words or phrases are repeated in this chapter that help us to discern these emphases? How do they introduce us to and tie in to the purpose of the book as a whole? Work hard on this, the first chapter sets the stage for so much of the entire book! (2+ paragraphs)
A: The prime emphasis in the chapter lies in the fact that the land (key word!) has been given (another key word!) by Yahweh (cf. 1:2, 3, 6, 11, 13, 15 2x). The land promise of the Abrahamic covenant is central to the entire book of Joshua. Through Israel taking the land we see that Yahweh is faithful to keep His Word! We see this emphasized in the fact that Yahweh has sworn to give this land (covenant), so its possession is secure. Notice also the emphasis on the presence of Yahweh which is related to the theme of His faithfulness (1:5, 9, 17). If God is with us, we cannot fail! We will continue to see that Yahweh is the one who is keeping the covenant, He is the one who is fighting, it's all about Him! If we have His presence, nothing else matters! Another major emphasis in this chapter is that of God's Word. God will be faithful to keep His Word, but also requires His people to be faithful to His Word as well. They need to constantly be meditating on and being careful to remember to obey what God has said (1:8). It is only through careful and constant meditation on God's Word that we will be obedient to it! 
This of course relates to the theme of human responsibility which runs throughout the book. The people are called to be strong and courageous (1:6, 7, 9, 18), not because they are strong but because Yahweh is! Thus we respond to God's faithfulness with faith and trust in return. We have nothing to fear when Yahweh is with us, so we can step out in amazing faith because He is faithful! 
Lastly, we see the theme of unity of the nation of Israel in this chapter (which is also a major theme of the book). This theme keeps being introduced through the interplay between the trans-Jordan tribes with the rest of the nation. Even though their land has already been conquered, they needed to stand together with their brothers (unity!) in the fight. Keep watching for the theme of 'All Israel' throughout the book of Joshua with this focus on corporate solidarity.
7. Why do you think the author spills so much ink to tell us so many details in the Rahab story of chapter 2? What is emphasized in this chapter and how does this relate to the main point of Joshua? (1 paragraph)
A: There seems to be a chiastic structure to the chapter which emphasizes verses 8-14 as central. In this section we see a confession of faith of this pagan woman (a Gentile harlot no less!) and her inclusion into the nation of Israel. She risks her life to save these two men! Rahab has the courage that Yahweh exhorts the people to in chapter 1, but her people do not (2:11). Courage comes from fearing Yahweh! That amazing faith is what should stand out about her, not her lie! Notice as well that she asks for ḥeṡed from Yahweh from these two men (2:12). She had heard about Yahweh, believed the report, and then responded in risk-taking faith to plead for salvation from Yahweh! She casts herself upon Yahweh in complete dependance. Thus we see Gentile inclusion (Gen 12:1-3!) emphasized as it was always a part of the plan and by God's grace there was always a way for Gentiles to be saved! 
8. What receives the central emphasis in chapters 3-4 (and is mentioned 17 times)? Why is this so important and how does it tie in with the major themes of the book? What is the point of setting up the stones in 4:1-10 and what does this teach us? What do we see about Joshua in these chapters and why is this important? (1 paragraph)
A: The ark receives the central emphasis as it symbolizes the presence of Yahweh, the Lord of all the earth, with His people (3:10-11). Yahweh is the one who is fighting for Israel! He is the One who gets the glory as well, and that globally and among the nations, much in the same way as the parting of the Red Sea (4:24)! The point of setting up the stones is that they would serve as a reminder. “The greatest enemy of faith may be forgetfulness” (Dale Ralph Davis, 39). By demonstrating once again His powerful right hand, Yahweh is showing that He can be trusted and wants His people to remember this. It was important for God's people to recognize what Yahweh was doing so that they would attribute His mighty works to Him and He would get the glory! They had to prepare themselves for this purpose (3:5)! We also see Yahweh exalt Joshua, just as He had done for Moses, because it was important for the people to recognize that their leader was appointed by God.
9. Why did Joshua need to circumcise the people in chapter 5 and what is the significance of this and the keeping of the Passover? (1 paragraph)
A: We are reminded by this generation's circumcision that we are repeating events of the past. There was a previous generation that stood on the brink of the Promised Land, and yet because of their unbelief, died in the wilderness. Thus this generation is circumcised, as a sign of their covenant with Yahweh. They also celebrated the Passover as a further remembrance of Yahweh's work. Exodus states that they needed to be circumcized in order to participate in Passover. You had to be a part of God's covenant people in order to celebrate His salvation of you (aside on baptism and communion)! This all should have been very sobering for them, and indeed for us. If we are to participate in God's blessing and plan, we need to trust Him and be faithful to Him. This faith should be solidly founded upon the facts of God's amazing faithfulness and power demonstrated in our salvation! We can indeed cast everything upon Him! The provision of food in the promised land and the lack of need for manna continues to emphasize God's faithfulness, He provided manna when they were in the wilderness, and now provides the fruit of the land now that they have arrived!
10. What do you think the point of Joshua's encounter is in 5:13-6:5 is (Note that 6:1 is parenthetical, but that 6:2 most likely picks up 5:15 as the words of the Commander of the Army who is closely identified with Yahweh Himself as elsewhere in Scripture Yahweh's Angel is identified as Yahweh, ie. holy ground)? (1 paragraph)
A: As Joshua is about to go in and 'fight' the battle of Jericho, there is a strong reminder that indeed, God is the one who is fighting. The Commander of Yahweh's hosts is not for or against Joshua because He is the King, and so He doesn't need to take sides! He is above the two sides! This Commander is the one who gives Joshua His orders, and as strange as they may seem, they strongly emphasize that Yahweh will fight and win, not Joshua. This raises the question of allegiance. Yahweh is saying, “I am the one with the strong army, not you. Are you going to side with me, because I don't need to side with you?”
11. What is emphasized in the conquest of Jericho and why do you think this is emphasized? (2-3 sentences)
A: As we read about the conquest of Jericho, the battle plans are very strange indeed! They simply circle the city and shout. However what is most important in this plan is that Yahweh's ark circles the city. Thus the emphasis is on the fact that God is fighting. When the city walls fall without any human interaction, it thus becomes very apparent that Yahweh is the one who made the walls fall down! He loves to do this to show that it is all His power, for His glory alone! Notice how their precise obedience to God's specific instructions resulted in success. In fact, their precise obedience may have been part of the means God used to make the walls fall down. It would be no less of a miracle for God to use the marching and sound vibrations in His sovereignty to make the walls fall down and yet for the success to be conditioned on their obedience and happen because of it!
12. Comment on what we see in chapter 7 in contrast to the rest of the book. What do we find in 7:1 and how does this set the stage for what happens in the rest of the chapter. What key word is the verb of 7:1? What other verb phrases occur in this chapter that help us to understand what is going on? Why do you think the subject of that verb in 7:1 (and also in 7:11) is Israel? How does this relate to the main point of this chapter and indeed to the whole book? Think carefully about this chapter, it is key to understanding the point of the book! (2+ paragraphs)
A: The book of Joshua as a whole is one of the (if not the most!) triumphant books of the Old Testament! God's people obey and God uses them to fulfill His plan! There are little hints of a lack of full obedience later in the book, but on the whole we see unflinching faith and obedience. In this context we find chapter 7, a chapter of direct disobedience and rebellion. The first verse of the chapter preempts us with information that helps us to interpret how it could be that Israel would loose a battle with Yahweh on their side. The reality is that Yahweh was angry with them! The key word that describes Achan's deed is ma`al, to break faith, to act treacherously. This word is a key covenantal word. A covenant is a relationship of mutual trust. To deceive and deliberately break covenant is to destroy that relationship of trust. Thus by Achan's deed, the covenant relationship has been broken (another key verb phrase repeated in this chapter), and thus Yahweh is not for His people! He even threatens that until the sin is dealt with and the relationship is restored, He will not be with His people (7:12)! Thus we see that direct disobedience creates a breach of covenant in which the relationship between Yahweh and His people is broken! This presence of Yahweh with His people is of utmost importance in Joshua and it is in danger!
Moreover, we see that even though Achan was the only one who sinned, the text says that Israel sinned! This brings us back to a very important emphasis within Joshua, namely that there is a corporate solidarity among God's people. It is not until the nation is purged of this sin by killing Achan (and his family!), that the nation as a whole can be restored into right relationship with Yahweh. In other words, God can't be in a relationship with people who tolerate sin (even if they aren't the ones doing it!). As we have seen in the Torah already, we are reminded of the danger of unbelief and high-handed rebellion spreading, and thus rebellious sin needs to be dealt with quickly and thoroughly. This story should remind us that our sin always has great consequences on others! We can never think that our sin only affects ourselves! We stand together and we fall together! 
Each and every one of our sins affects all of those around us all the time. If any of us were Jesus, how would that completely change each of our churches?! Our example, teaching, zeal, holiness would radically affect all of those around us. The ways we affect one another are more than we can imagine. Life isn't just about our personal relationship with God. Living right with God means living right with people. But relationships are messy. What God calls us to in relationship with all of those around us should cause us to be humble and dependant. We need to carry each other's burdens. 
13. On what basis does Joshua appeal to God in 7:7-9? What does God tell him and why? Why is God's response so different than when Moses prayed? What does this teach us? (2-3 sentences)
A: Joshua appeals to Yahweh on the basis of His great name! Joshua cares about Yahweh's reputation. However, Yahweh tells Joshua to get off his face! It's not the time to pray, it's the time for action! The problem was theirs, so they needed to deal with their own sin, not ask God for His blessing. At the moment, His blessing was impossible. This teaches us that sometimes it is good to pray, but other times it is a time for us to simply trust and obey!
14. Contrast Achan with Rahab. (2-3 sentences)
A: Rahab was a woman, an outsider, who acted faithfully, and whose family was saved as a result. Achan was a man, an insider, who acted unfaithfully, and whose family died with him as a result. Notice the deliberate contrast by use of the phrase 'hearts became as water' of the Canaanites in 5:1 and of the Israelites in 7:5! Who do you fear? God saves the weak and the humble and not the strong and self-sufficient (Achan was a soldier)!
15. Comment on the concept of ḥerem (often translated 'under the ban' or 'devoted to Yahweh' or like that: 6:17, 18; 7:1, 11, 12, 13, 15; 22:20) in Joshua and from that why Achan's sin was so serious. (2-3 sentences)
A: ḥerem - “the act of making a person or object entirely over to Yahweh” (EOT, p. 46). The things that are “devoted to Yahweh,” belong to Yahweh. When used in reference to people, it denotes their utter annihilation. But whether people or things, they all belong to Yahweh so that seizure of these things is stealing from God. “Achan has stolen what belongs to Yahweh (7:1), confusing the realms of the sacred and profane and bringing a kind of contagion upon the people” (EOT, p. 47). In short, Achan’s act was much more than just disobedience; it was an act of high handed apostasy and in many ways served as a lesson for the rest of the Israelites.
16. What do we see then as we come to chapter 8 and Ai is faced again? Comment on the strategy used to conquer Ai and contrast it with that used to conquer Jericho. Why do you think 8:30-35 seemingly interrupts the narratives of all these battles with the blessing and curses of the Torah? (1 paragraph)
A: As we return to see Israel face Ai again, this time Yahweh is with His people and thus the victory is assured. Yet what is interesting to note is that when Ai is faced again, a great military strategy and overwhelming force is used to ambush this small city, which is a marked contrast from the way the great city of Jericho was conquered. This reminds us 1) of how we are completely dependent upon God's help whether the task is large or small, and 2) that often God does use human means to accomplish His purposes! He doesn't always win the battle through overtly supernatural means, but often uses us as the means! Trusting Yahweh doesn't imply doing nothing and simply praying! And even if the task appears to be small, we still completely need Him! Then in 8:30-35 we are reminded that covenant obedience is more important than battle plans and human might. Once again, right relationship with Yahweh is most important. If we are in relationship with Him, all will be well, whether in peace or in battle! Notice again the importance of unity in covenant relationship, as the word 'all' is repeated five times in these verses! 
17. What is the point of the story of the Gibeonite deception? What verse stands out as the main point? Do you think the way the situation was handled after the deception was uncovered was right or wrong? (2-3 sentences)
A: The main point of this story is that we need to trust God and we need His wisdom, even (especially!) when we don't think we do! Notice as well that the Gibeonites did what they did because they feared Yahweh (9:24). Ironically, the Israelites weren't fearing and trusting God at this time. Wisdom is the fear of Yahweh, recognizing that we need Him. There is never a time in which we can put things on autopilot, don't worry God, I got this one! The key issue is brought out in 14b, “but the mouth of Yahweh they did not ask.” But once the deceit was uncovered, they had sworn by Yahweh and so Yahweh's reputation was on the line. So what they did in keeping their word was the right response. When sin comes, we often put ourselves into twisted situations in which we must live as faithfully as we can! And still, God's grace is evident in that once again outsiders are included within God's people! But sin does have consequences. 
18. What are the dual emphases of chapter 10 (and which verses sums up the chapter and contains them both)? (2-3 sentences)
A: Yahweh is the real fighter here! He is a warrior (10:42)! He is the one who threw great stones down on the enemy (10:10-11). Furthermore, we see the power of prayer! Joshua commanded the Lord and the Lord listened! 10:14 sums up these dual emphases. Here we see that the power of prayer is real, because the power of Yahweh is great and because we can be in relationship with this great God!!!
19. What do we then see in the battle of the north with Hazor in chapter 11? What things are emphasized in the text? (2-3 sentences)
A: Once again we see how great Yahweh is! He is the one who fought for Israel (11:8). Notice how the vast number of Israel's enemies are emphasized (11:4) so that the greatness of Yahweh's salvation would be shown! Notice as well how Israel's enemies had lots of horses and chariots, and in God's wisdom Israel blitzed them at Merom, which was not conducive to chariot maneuvering. Once again trusting God doesn't mean thoughtless inactivity (Dale Ralph Davis, 97). We plan, we pray, we fight, but God is the one who gives success.
20. What then do we see in 11:16-23? Comment especially on Yahweh's hardening of hearts as well as the summary of the conquest (1 paragraph)
A: This section summarizes the conquest with the repetition of the affirmation that “Joshua took the whole land” (11:16, 23). The fact that the land was taken, doesn't negate the fact that it still needed to be possessed (ie. the standing armies were defeated and the back of the enemy broken, yet they still needed to drive the Canaanites out). Yet at the same time we see that not all of this happened quickly, but that Joshua waged war for a long time (11:18). There is a need for persistence in obedience! We also see here that the reason for the Canaanites lack of seeking Yahweh for salvation was the fact that Yahweh hardened their hearts (11:20). While this is a fearsome thought, it is also a reminder that Yahweh didn't just wipe out people who wanted to repent. By emphasizing that their hearts were hardened we see both Yahweh's sovereignty in accomplishing His plan and also that they chose for themselves to fight against Yahweh rather than to turn to Him!
21. How then is this entire section concluded in chapter 12? What is emphasized? (2-3 sentences)
A: Once again we are reminded of Yahweh's great victory. Remembering all the specifics of what Yahweh did should give us confidence to trust Him when we face future challenges! We also see the unity of Israel emphasized again in that the trans-Jordan tribes and the tribes on the other side fought enemies on both sides of the river and triumphed together! 
22. Application: What do we learn about faith and trusting God from Joshua?
A:
23. Application: What do we learn about corporate solidarity and unity from Joshua?
A:
2. Dividing the Land: Joshua 13-24
Scripture: Joshua 13-24
Theme: God gave Israel the land and called them to faithfulness to keep it
Objectives: 
· To be challenged by the need for faithful trusting es with Yahweh
· To see the dangers of syncretism, forgetfulness, fear, and laziness to faithfulness
· To be encouraged by a zeal for unity of faithfulness among God's people
Reading:
· Read Joshua 13-21 once and 22-24 two times
Questions:
1. As we turn to the next section of Joshua in chapter 13, what is the situation in 13:1? So what does God have Moses do in chapter 13? What is then expected of the tribes in the future? What do we also see in 13:13 which is indicative of the future and what lessons are there from this? (1 paragraph)
A: The conquest is over, they have fought long and hard and Yahweh gave them the land. Joshua is now old, but there is much land yet to be possessed. In other words, they have taken it, but not possessed it. So Yahweh gives each of the tribes their inheritance. It is the expectation that each of the tribes will drive out the Canaanites from their own inheritance. Yahweh's power was sufficient, as Yahweh would drive them out (13:6). We see a little note of failure in 13:13, it is a simple note of incomplete obedience. It seems rather harmless, yet we know from Judges that such incomplete obedience is tragic!
2. What then do we see in chapters 14-15 with Caleb, and how does this function within the book to drive the point of the book home to the original recipients? What points does the narrative stress in the particulars that make this so applicable? (1 paragraph)
A: In chapter 14, we see the example of Caleb's extraordinary faith! He is an example of what the tribes were supposed to be doing in nailing down their inheritance by possessing the land that Yahweh had already given to them. Caleb held strongly to the promise of God (5 times he stresses what God had said/promised; verses 6, 10 [2x], 12 [2x]). Even as an old man, he goes out to battle against the Anakim. Notice how the Anakim which caused the 10 spies to fear from going in to the land are what causes Caleb to want the land to take it (14:12). The difference is one of faith. Caleb knew the greatness of His God and so threw Himself upon Him and said, 'Perhaps' God will once again show how great He is and keep His promise! This is not doubt, but a humility that recognizes that God is God. He takes initiative and God shows up as the faithful God who keeps His Word! What courage of faith that is based upon the power and faithfulness of God. What an example for the Israelites, and for us!!! Note as well the parenthetical statement in 14:14 that Caleb was the son of a Kenizzite! Thus we see that Caleb has Canaanite blood, and that once again God is including Gentiles within His plan and displaying His amazing grace in them by granting them great faith in Him!!! 
3. What then do we see in chapters 16 and 17? Specifically, make sure to contrast the hesitation of the Joseph tribes in 17:14-18 with the example of Caleb. (2-3 sentences)
A: We see the Zelophad daughters who as a good example, plead God's word to them to receive what they had requested and been promised of Yahweh in Numbers 27:1-11 (17:3). As Caleb, they had boldness to request what was promised and they received it. But we also see more failures of faith. The sons of Joseph didn't drive out the Canaanites (16:10; 17:12-13). Note that in 17:12-13 they were able to subdue them to forced labor (which means they had the strength to obey but didn't!), but didn't follow through with God's command. They became lax in their obedience. This of course eventually became disastrous as the cancer of Canaanite worship infected God's people. Contrast as well the complaint of the Joseph tribes to the initiative of Caleb. Joshua tells them that they can just go in and take the land of the Perizzites and Rephaim, but they basically respond that they can't (chariots of iron)! The question of course for us is whether or not we really believe that God is as powerful as He says He is and if so, why won't we trust Him!
4. What do we see then in 18:3 which starts off the lots of chapters 18-19? What themes of the book does this bring to mind? (2-3 sentences)
A: Seven of the tribes were putting off taken possession of the land. They were being slack in obeying. The land was subdued and they just needed to possess it! Joshua was concerned that all Israel took their inheritance and thus the theme of unity is raised once again. Furthermore, as we mentioned, we see the importance of taking God for His Word and acting in faith.
5. Thought question: What women gain land rights in Joshua? Why would this stand out in that context? (1-2 sentences)
A: 6 women gain land rights in Joshua (the daughters of Zelophehad and Caleb's daughter). This sort of favor towards women in a patriarchal society sets the Bible apart in its positive treatment of women. This is especially true in comparison to other cultures of the ANE.
6. What final preparations does Joshua make in chapters 20-21 and what do these things teach us about Yahweh? (1 paragraph)
A: By Yahweh's direction Joshua sets apart cities of refuge so that justice will be upheld in the case of accidental death. This once again shows that God cares about justice, and indeed about the sanctity of life. The one who accidentally killed should not be senselessly killed, yet at the same time he had taken a life, and so had to wait until the death of the high-priest (presumably to reinforce the connection that it is only through blood that sin is atoned for). In this section we also see God's concern for the sojourner (20:9) as well as the Israelite. Finally, we see that God designed for the Levites to be spread throughout Israel's land, presumably once again so that they could teach and lead Israel in God's way and in the Torah.
7. How then does this section end in 21:43-45 and what is the point of these verses? (2-3 sentences)
A: We see so clearly that God kept all His promises! He did exactly what He said He would do! His oath was upheld! Not one promise failed! Yahweh is the faithful God! We should trust Him!!!
8. [Note that the last three chapters of Joshua are the three epilogues to the book. Each is marked off by Joshua summoning the people together (qara') in three assemblies.] What happens in chapter 22? What key word occurs in 22:16 (2x), 20, 22, 31 (2x)? Where else have we seen this key word in Joshua? What does this word show us the 10 tribes were concerned about when it came to the altar the trans-Jordan tribes built? Why was building this altar such a danger? What are the emphases and lessons to be learned from this chapter? There are many! (2+ paragraphs)
A: As the two and a half trans-Jordan tribes have finished their duty in fighting with their brothers, they are now returning home across the Jordan to take possession of their cities. In doing so, they build a huge altar on the banks of the Jordan. When the ten tribes see it, they prepare to go to war with their brothers! But before they do, they send a delegation with one elder from each tribe, plus Phinehas. Then these 11 men go across the Jordan to confront their brothers with the seriousness of breaking faith with Yahweh. This word is the key word of Phinehas' sermon. They got the lesson from chapter 7 and the incident with Achan (the only other place this word is used in the book)! They understood that all the tribes rise and fall together. They got the lesson on corporate solidarity (22:18, 20)! And so out of concern that this altar was another place of worship, they confronted their brothers! The reason that building an altar was such a big thing is because of unity. Yahweh designed that there would be one place where He would be worshiped so that there would be unity and purity of worship. As places of worship multiplied, so did the danger of perversion and syncretism of Canaanite ways! 
Notice the boldness and courage of Phinehas and the other 10 men who crossed the Jordan on this mission of rescue and reconciliation. With great faith and a willingness to take risks and sacrifice (22:19) they went to unify the nation by confronting their brothers. One of the key lessons here is that it's not enough to just not be unfaithful yourself! We must have a zeal for faithfulness for the whole people of God. Slack in this area is detrimental to all the people! 
Furthermore, what is so great about this passage is that it turned out to only be a misunderstanding, and the imposing altar wasn't built for sacrifice, but as a reminder. The trans-Jordan's tribes were concerned for unity as well! They were concerned that the Jordan would form a natural border that would separate them from the other tribes and eventually they would be separated from Israel and the worship of Yahweh! So this altar was also built for the sake of unity! Thus by dual emphasis this episode stresses the importance of unified faithfulness to Yahweh among all the people of God, and even the importance of a zeal for that unity! So Phinehas et. al. conclude that Yahweh must be with His people because of this (22:31)! Oh that we would be this concerned that God's people be in faithful relationship to Yahweh and not be defiled by the apostasy which is a cancer among God's people! By the fact that the 2 ½ tribes were mindful of Yahweh and not apostasizing, they saved the nation (22:31). Just as Paul says to Timothy in 1 Timothy 4:16, by keeping right relationship with God we save those around us. What a weighty responsibility!
9. What then happens in the assembly of Joshua 23? What does Joshua call them to? (1 paragraph)
A: As Joshua is old, this is his last will and testament as it were to the people. He exhorts them one last time to hold faithful to Yahweh. His primary concern is for vigilance over the long haul to stay faithful to Yahweh. He thus reminds them of how faithful Yahweh has been to them. They were eyewitnesses of God's power on their behalf (23:3, 10)! Yahweh has kept every single word to them (23:14)! Therefore, they need to be so careful to be strong (23:6), to cling to Yahweh (23:8), to love Him (23:11), and to not associate or intermarry with the nations around them (23:12). One way or the other Yahweh will keep His word, either His word to bless or to curse them, depending on how they keep relationship with Him (23:15). And so thus they need to be faithful to Yahweh to continue to possess the promised land (23:5, 13, 15, 16)! As Joshua exhorts the people to covenant faithfulness once again, we see the focus on personal responsibility. They need to do their part. Yahweh will be faithful, but will they?
10. What happens then in chapter 24? (1 paragraph)
A: The people of Israel renew covenant with Yahweh (24:25). Chapter 24 has the rough form of an ANE treaty (although not in the particulars as it is not the covenant itself, but a narrative telling about the making of the covenant. But note how it begins with a review of their history with Yahweh in 24:2-13). Yahweh had been faithful to them. He kept His promise to Abraham and they are now in the land! Therefore, their responsibility is to fear Yahweh, and serve Him (24:14)! Joshua presses home that they will not be able to follow Yahweh (24:19), and yet they still affirm their desire to keep covenant with Him. And thus the covenant is sealed with witnesses (24:22, 27). The book ends with Joshua dying, his bones being buried in the land (as proof of Yahweh's faithfulness) and Joseph's bones as well being buried in the land (further proof that Yahweh keeps His word!)! Lastly, Eleazar the high-priest died, and he was buried in the land. Thus we see the point being hammered home that God indeed gave Israel the land! It was now their responsibility to keep relationship with Yahweh, and He would be with them!
11. Thought question: Do you think the land promise was fulfilled in the days of Joshua? Why or why not? (1 paragraph)
A:
12. Thought question: Comment on the ethics of Israel wiping out the Canaanites. (1 paragraph)
A:
13. Application: What do we learn about unity and corporate solidarity from Joshua?
A: 
14. Application: Comment on the danger of forgetfulness and not persevering from the book of Joshua.
A: 

3. Trusting Courage Pleases God: Judges 1-9
Scripture: Judges 1-9
Theme: Those remembering Yahweh's faithfulness will courageously live in obedient faith
Objectives: 
· To be challenged by how Yahweh's faithfulness motivates us to live courageously for Him
· To see the need of leadership who takes initiative by acting out of obedient faith
· To be humbled by the fact that God doesn't use perfect people, but people who trust Him
Reading:
· Read all of Judges once
Questions:
1. Who do you think the book of Judges was written to, what do you think their situation was at that time, and what do you think the purpose of the book is? (1 paragraph)
A: Based upon the timeframe of events in the book (shortly after the events contained in the book is always a good start for trying to ascertain when the book was written) and also the themes that seem to be addressed (specifically the priority of Judah), it seems likely that the book is written in the early days of David. Thus a big part of the purpose of the book seems to be to establish the need for and reasons for David's kingship. If this is correct, the unity of the nation would be important, as would continued faithfulness in trusting Yahweh to possess the land and establish Israel as the nation they were intended to be.
2. Come up with a brief outline of Judges. Note the following structural features- At the beginning of the book: See where the introduction begins and ends; Note where Joshua is alive and dead. Throughout Judges: Note where various judges are judging (or there are no judges!). How does Judges end? 
A: 
Judges 1:1-3:6: In those days, there was no Joshua in Israel
Judges 3:7-16:31: In those days, there were judges in Israel
Judges 17-21: In those days, there was no king in Israel
3. Look at 1:1-36 and 2:6-3:6. What is odd and/or different about these sections? How do each of these sections function in relationship to the book? Why does chapter 2 “feel” different than chapter 1 (it should!)? In other words, what sort of narrative technique does the author use in chapter 2 as opposed to chapter 1? How do each of them introduce Judges? (1 paragraph)
A: Notice that Joshua is dead in 1:1, but alive again in 2:6! Obviously, this material is not chronological. Note as well that 2:1-5 is a key passage in the book where Yahweh is addressing His people separating these two 'introductions'. So we find that both 1:1-36 and 2:6-36 both serve as distinct sections introducing the book of Judges. Chapter 1 is a narrative retelling of conquering (both successes and failures). In Chapter 2, the author recaps the context of Joshua, his death, and Israel’s future. Chapter 1 is more of a prologue (like the first scene of a television show, brings you up to speed on what happened last time), followed by 2:6-3:6 as an introduction to the contents of the book. It is also clear that chapter 1 is more 'objective', giving the bare facts of history, while 2:6-3:6 is more 'subjective', giving a theological interpretation of history, giving the reasons 'why'. Chapter 1 deals with events immediately after Joshua’s death while 2:6-3:6 summarizes the entire period of the judges. Chapter 1 is more open-ended—maybe Israel will repent and obey God; 2:6-3:6 closes the door on this possibility.
4. How are the different tribes portrayed in 1:1-36 and what does that key us in to look for in the rest of the book as this section introduces the book? (1 paragraph)
A: Notice how Judah begins fighting first, and they did the best out of all the tribes. The story of Caleb is repeated from Judges, as it was exemplary of faith and trust in Yahweh. There is the little failure in 1:19, but even there it seems to say that they 'could not' rather than that they 'did not' (1:27, 28, 29, etc.). It's even possibly an allusion to Joshua 17:18, and that this land was not even their responsibility to possess! Furthermore, Caleb even drove out three sons of Anak (giants!). However, when we move to Benjamin in verse 21 (the tribe of Saul!), we don't have a great report. Likewise, the other tribes in the rest of the chapter have more and more negative reports. 21 cities were not conquered! Some were even put to forced labor (Jos 9)! Thus it appears that part of the purpose of the book is to be pro-Judah, quite possibly to argue for the establishment of the Davidic line and need for the final righteous king! We also of course in this section see the continued theme of trusting Yahweh and thus being courageous to obey Him!
5. Comment on the function of 2:1-5 within the introduction structurally and then also how it helps to inform the purpose of the book. Where else do we find similar passages to 2:1-5 in Judges and how do they function? (1 paragraph)
A: There are 3 “confrontation” passages in Judges (2:1-5; 6:7-10; 10:10-16). The rest is narrative except for the song in chapter 5. These confrontation passages show that a major purpose of this book is to establish the faithfulness of Yahweh in contrast to the faithlessness of the people. Yahweh is always faithful, and He simply asks His people to trust and be in relationship with Him! They should fear Yahweh and not the nations! Faith and trust are major issues in Judges!
6. Comment on how 2:6-10 sets the stage for the book of Judges. Then comment on how 2:11-3:6 is paradigmatic for the book of Judges. What key themes are introduced here that will be important for the rest of the book? Comment on the cycle pattern of Judges we see in this section and then throughout Judges. What key word is used in 2:21-3:6 which describes why Yahweh left the nations in the land? What does this teach us about what Yahweh was trying to do? Compare Judges 2:14-15 with Judges 2:18 and summarize a theological principle about our God from these verses. (2+ paragraphs)
A: We see in 2:6-10 that while Joshua was alive, the people trusted Yahweh and followed Him. However, after Joshua and the rest of the elders died who had seen (2:7) Yahweh's great power, the next generation did not know Yahweh or the works He had done (2:10). Thus we see the great importance (emphasized in the Torah! See Deu 6), of retelling Yahweh's great works and passing on from one generation to the next the testimony of who Yahweh is. Remembering is so important to faith! 
Then as we come to 2:11-3:6 we see the pattern for the entire book of Judges. The people forgot Yahweh and so forsook Him for other gods (2:11-12)! So Yahweh's anger burned against His people and He gave them over to foreign nations (2:14-15). God always keeps His promises, both to bless and to curse! But then (out of His great mercy and compassion! cf. 2:18) Yahweh would raise up judges for them (2:16, 18). But as soon as the judge died, the people would turn back to following after foreign gods (2:19). So the cycle would continue and God would once again be angry with His people (2:20). 
So we see in 2:21 through 3:6 one of the key reasons why Yahweh kept sending the nations against His people. The key word in this section is 'test'. God cares that His people depend upon and trust Him! When times are good, it's unclear whether or not people are trusting God, or just going along with the flow. But when the hard times come, who will you call upon!?! Who will you lean on and trust??? Yahweh tests us because He wants us to believe in how great and faithful He is and thus to trust Him! We also see by comparing 2:18 with 2:14-15 another key element of the book of Judges: Yahweh often interrupts law with grace—even though he metes out rightly deserved punishment, he will also often give grace in the midst of that punishment. In biblical terms, Yahweh is slow to anger and rich in loyal love. His mercy and compassion run throughout this book, especially in light of how wicked His people were! Notice one last key concept in this introduction, that of intermarriage with the Canaanites (in 3:6). All throughout the Torah this danger is mentioned, and as we see in this introduction, intermarriage with the Canaanites is what often and inevitably led to Israel's turning to their gods. We see this again and again in Judges (and the rest of Israel's history)!
7. As we turn to the first judge, Othniel, what do we see emphasized in this section (3:7-11)? In what ways is Othniel the “paradigmatic” or model judge? List things about Othniel that characterize him as a model judge. (2-3 sentences)
A: Notice this section once again begins with Israel forgetting Yahweh. Thus Yahweh was angered and sent a foreign nation against them. Israel cried to Yahweh, and Yahweh raised up Othniel (this is only said about Othniel and Ehud). The Spirit comes upon him to empower him (we'll come back to this) and defeat Israel's enemy. Othniel actually marries from within his tribe and not a foreigner (1:13)! Notice that he is from Judah and is Caleb's younger brother who has already been highlighted for his faithfulness. Everything is generic and pattern-like. 
8. What is your first reaction to reading the story of Ehud (3:12-31)? What do you think the point of this story is? (2-3 sentences)
A: This story is funny! Really, this one man goes in and kills the fat king and escapes by himself. The point of the story is that Israel really shouldn't be subject to such nations! Israel should simply trust Yahweh! (Side note, possibly the point of including Shamgar in 3:31 is that he seems to have a foreign name, thus a foreigner saving Israel!).
9. Summarize the theological point you draw from the story in Judges 4. (2-3 sentences)
A: Notice how God is using weak and unlikely people to save His people. Women are obviously prominent in this story. Barak is weak in faith (won't go without Deborah in 3:8). Yet God still uses all of them and saves His people! See the summary in 4:23–24: again we find divine sovereignty using human actions. God uses Jael, who breaks faith with her tribal connections to kill Sisera, Deborah is used by God as his prophetess though she is an unlikely candidate, and God uses Barak to command the Israelites though he is weak-willed.
10. What do you think the point of Deborah's song is in Judges 5? (2-3 sentences)
A: The song begins with a theophany, reminding us that Yahweh is the one who fights for His people. Thus He deserves the praise! Notice as well how Jael gets the praise (5:24) that Barak gave up (4:9) because of his weak faith (4:8)! Not all the tribes were even involved. Gildead, Dan, and Asher sat silently. Even Meroz is cursed because they didn’t come to help (5:23). Yet those who volunteered (5:1, 9) were victorious. Those who courageously took faith triumphed. This song elevates faith and courage to trust in Yahweh depite the odds. But all in all, Yahweh deserves the praise because He is the Victor! He uses weak, few people! He uses few people who have weak faith!
11. Gideon is often thought to be a “hero” of the OT. But many scholars disagree, viewing him as more morally corrupt; yet used by God. First, give several reasons for viewing Gideon as good, and second, list several reasons for viewing him as corrupt. Then what do you think the point of the Gideon narrative is? (1 paragraph)
A: The Good: he is generally obedient, leads the army in conquest, and denies the kingship in favor of Yahweh being king (8:23). It is even later said of him that he risked his life for the people (9:17). Notice Gideon's name change to Jerubbaal to highlight that he was fighting against Baal. That name is what he continues to be known by throughout the story and not Gideon. The Spirit also comes upon to enable him (6:34). The Bad: he has lots of fear (cf. 6:27), asks for signs multiple times (6:17, 37), takes out the altar in cover of night, and lives like a king though he denies it (Abimelech = 'my father is the king'). As we continue to move through Judges, we see how God uses people who are weak of faith, and yet have some vestige of faith! God wants not perfect people, but people who will step out in trusting Him. He continues to show Himself faithful despite the weak vessels He uses! This appears to be a major point of Judges! This is of course why Yahweh only wants to use 300 men to deliver Israel, so the power would be shown to be His (7:2)! And this is also why He uses weak and sinful men (there are no others!)! We can't please God by being good enough! How do we evaluate people? Faith or how sinless they are.
12. What do you think the point of chapter 8 is? (2-3 sentences)
A: We see tribal disunity (8:1-9)! Unity continues to be a major theme of Judges, just as it was in Joshua. We also see Gideon refuse the kingship! This is noble, but then he names his son 'Abimelech', 'my father is king'! We continue to see as well the major theme of the need for a righteous king! Notice as well how the Gideon narrative ends and the Abimelech one begins: when Gideon died, Israel played the harlot, and did not remember Yahweh who had delivered them! And they didn't show loyal love (ḥeṡed) to Gideon's household!
13. Describe the character of Abimelech. Which future king of Israel do you think he foreshadows, and why? What do you think the point of this narrative is? (1 paragraph)
A: Abimelech continues to go way downhill, even from Gideon. Note that Abimelech (somewhat?) gets his authority from being Gideon's son (although he was not a son of his wives, but of his concubine). Thus we are seeing a subtle rebuke of kingship as an institution where kings get their authority from being children, not from their character. We see this also in Samuel where the Israelites want a king like the nations. The emphasis here seems to be that the oppressors are inside Israel! Violence is done in Shechem against Israelites, the place where Joshua read the blessings and curses (Joshua 8)! Furthermore, as we already saw, he didn't show loyal love to his brothers (9:5, a key verse of this chapter, cf. 8:35). This is one of the most important thing Israel's leaders should have cared about! The kingship of Abimelech seems to anticipate that of Saul in both the way the Spirit interacts with him and in the way he dies. Note, for example, the 'evil spirit' sent between, not on, Abimelech (see Hamilton, 136). Both request to be killed after being fatally wounded (Judges 9:54; 1 Sam 31:4). His death is filled with irony. The one who killed seventy brothers 'on one stone', was killed by 'one' (a certain) woman who (lit.) 'threw' 'one' 'stone' 'upon' Abimelech. The language is deliberate (see Hamilton, 137). The irony points to poetic justice. In any case, his kingship is definitely not ideal and continues to establish the need for a righteous king!
14. Application: What are ways that we need to step out in faith in obedience to Yahweh by courageously trusting Him?
A:
15. Application: What do we learn about leadership from this section?
A: 

4. God is Still Working when People Fail: Judges 10-21
Scripture: Judges 10-21
Theme: Despite the nation's plunge into sin and her leaders' failure, Yahweh mercifully still saves
Objectives: 
· To be overwhelmed with Yahweh's patience, grace, and compassion on sinful people
· To see how Yahweh's faithfulness results in pursuing His rebellious people
· To hope for the day when the anticipation of a righteous King is fulfilled
Reading:
· Read all of Judges once
Questions:
1. Comment the function of the 'minor' judges in 10:1-5 and 12:8-15. How are the judges portrayed? (1 sentence)
A: Their primary function seems to be literary, in breaking off one section and continuing the next (secondarily, it is possible that they are intended to show the judges continuing the downward spiral, in that they are living like kings?). Note that from here on out (really starting in some senses with Gideon and Abimelech), the judges become more and more questionable, as we see more and more blatant sin in their lives! As a side note, this is also an illustration of the principle of literary selection. Although undoubtedly there were many stories associated with each of these minor judges, only those that advanced the overall message of the author were included.
2. Noticing that chapter 10 is transitional, comment on the important section in 10:10-16. What does this section teach us theologically? There is an important phrase in Judges 10:16b which says literally “His soul was impatient with Israel's misery.” Although it's possible this phrase is negative (ie. Yahweh is fed up with Israel), when comparing to a similar phrase in 16:16 and the use of misery (Heb: 'amal) here, it seems best to take positively. What does this phrase teach us in light of verses 10-16? (1 paragraph)
A: Here we see that even though Yahweh kept saving them and they kept turning to other gods, when they kept crying to Yahweh, He couldn't bear their suffering any longer! Here we see the compassion and grace of God for His people. Over and over and over they kept rebelling, but when they earnestly turned to Him, His unfailing and faithful love was always there for them! This also seems to be a major purpose of the book, to show Yahweh's unfailing loyal love for His people, despite their sins!
3. How is Jephthah portrayed in 11:1-12:7 (include what you think of Jephthah’s vow: noble, neutral, or inherently bad)? What do you think the point of this section is? Make sure to comment as well on the theme we see again in 12:1-6 that has been elsewhere in Judges. (1 paragraph)
A: Jephthah is definitely portrayed as a mixed bag! While he does fight for Israel, and even displays faith by 'taking his life in his own hands' (12:3), his rash vow and otherwise questionable actions really bring into question if he is trusting Yahweh as he should! He even slaughtered 42,000 Ephraimites! Thus in 12:1-6 we continue to see tribal disunity as the tribes are fighting against one another! This definitely is a downward spiral, there is no unity and no faithfulness to Yahweh! This is not a good situation! Furthermore, there is the whole question of his vow, which on the whole seems most likely to be taken as human sacrifice! We can debate about the ethics of following through with it!, but certainly the vow itself should never have been made! Yet once again, we are seeing how Yahweh is using imperfect people to accomplish His will. Little faith is still faith, and as we are seeing the nation spiral down into more and more sin, we are seeing the faithfulness of Yahweh all the more clearly. What grace and mercy and compassion that God would even use such people as Jephthah! But really, are we any better!?!
4. After another transition in 12:8-15, we begin the Samson narratives in 13:1. Discuss the birth narrative in chapter 13 and the purpose of this chapter. Try to imagine how you would feel when reading this chapter if you didn't know how the story with Samson ended. (2-3 sentences)
A: Notice how the Samson narrative begins before he is even born! He will be supernaturally born and will deliver the Israelites! This chapter creates an unbelievable anticipation that finally, a righteous deliverer is coming! He is set apart from birth to serve Yahweh! As he grew Yahweh was blessing him, and the Spirit of Yahweh began to stir in him!
5. Find out the literal rendering of 14:3b (NASB: “for she looks good to me) and 14:7b (NASB: “and she looked good to Samson”). What does the literal rendering communicate (in a very creative way!) about Samson’s moral compass in light of the moral situation in Judges as a whole (HINT: there is a popular refrain throughout 17-21 that corresponds to these two statements in chapter 14). (2-3 sentences)
A: Note the ESV's rendering: “she is right in my eyes.” Samson is the perfect example of the fact that everyone was doing what was right in their own eyes (cf. 17:6 and 21:25)! These two verses use the same word for 'right' that is used in the refrain "In those days there was no king in Israel, every man did what was right in his own eyes" (Judges 17:6; 21:25). This is a major theme going all the way back to Genesis and the Serpent in the garden! Are we going to trust Yahweh, that He knows what is best for us, or are we going to make ourselves king and do what is right in our own eyes!?! We need to trust Yahweh's way is the best, He alone is wise and knows the right way. We should simply trust Him!
6. What do you think the point of the Samson narrative as a whole is? Comment on similarities between Samson's life and the nation of Israel and the fact that his life may be an illustration of Israel. Comment as well on how each of us are much more like Samson (and Gideon, Jephthah, or Barak) than we care to admit. Comment on how each of these 4 judges made it into Hebrews 11 as well (think about this!)! (1-2 paragraphs)
A: Note that once again the point of the Samson narrative seems to be that Yahweh will use who He will and will accomplish His purpose for His people through them. Samson didn't set out to attack the Philistines for righteous reasons! God setup the events to use Samson's selfishness to accomplish this! It is all Yahweh's grace that He moves and uses us to accomplish His plans. His sovereign choice to use who He will seems to be especially highlighted in Judges. We see that the people He uses do have faith at times, but we also see all their failures! Note especially 14:4 in this regard which shows that it is Yahweh's plan that is going to happen! We also see the major theme of how foreign women enticed the Israelites and the snare that was for them to follow foreign gods. The foolishness of being seduced by foreign, pagan wives is strongly highlighted in this narrative!
Note also how Samson's life is possibly intended as an illustration of the nation of Israel:
1) Samson is miraculously born by the will of God
2) Samson is called to a high life of separation/devotion to Yahweh
3) Samson is inexorably drawn to foreign women, like Israel was drawn to foreign gods (both ‘play the harlot’)
4) Samson experiences bondage and oppression of the enemy
5) Samson is blinded (cf. 1 Sam 3:1-3)
6) Samson is abandoned by Yahweh and does not know it
7) (Block, 392)
Far too often each of us like to think of ourselves as the heros of the story, when in reality God is the only hero of any story! All of us who are believers do indeed have moments of faith, but just like Samson, we all are driven by our eyes and our lusts far more often than we would desire people to know! This all points to God's grace! He uses us despite ourselves. Notice how Hebrews 11 even lists Gideon, Barak, Samson, and Jephthah in the hall of faith! Each of these judges had serious sin issues! They feared and lacked faith at so many points. And yet, they each also displayed faith in Yahweh because Yahweh chooses to use weak people for His purposes!
7. How are chapters 17-21 different than the rest of the book? How do these differences help us to discern what point(s) the author is trying to make in this section? Comment as well on the mention of Bethlehem in this section and how the Benjamites are portrayed and how that may be influential in seeing the author's purpose(s) in this section. Are there any other themes or repeated phrases that help us understand this section (hint: yes!)? (1-2 paragraphs)
A: First of all, we see that these chapters are not in chronological order which definitely helps us to discern that they are different from and a distinct section of the book. We also see that there are no judges whatsoever during these chapters (which obviously also sets these chapters apart and also ties into the next point)! The key refrain about there not being a king in Israel and so everyone did what was right in their own eyes runs through this section (17:6; 18:1; 19:1; 21:25), and fits in with the concept that there were no rulers. These emphases seem to be establishing the need for a righteous ruler! Even priests were doing their own thing! Notice as well the repetition of Bethlehem through this section (in 17:7, 8, 9; 19:1, 2, 18; and not really mentioned elsewhere in Judges except incidentally in 12:8, 10). Along with the theme of there not being any king, this mention of Bethlehem (and the negative references to Benjamin!) seems to be good reason for seeing this section along with elsewhere in Judges as being justification for the Davidic line. Notice as well that the narrative simply describes the events, as 'objective history'. The point is for the reader to simply read and be disgusted by what he sees (notice the comparison between the Benjamites and Sodom and Gomorroh in 19:22!!!). Since Saul was from Benjamin, all of this adds together to be a rather strong polemic against Saul and for David's reign...
8. Where have we seen a statement similar to 20:18 before? Why do you think this is significant and what is the point? (1 sentence)
A: 20:18 reminds us of 1:1. Judah is being emphasized once again and so just like at the beginning of the book, this statement forms a bookend and continues to show this emphasis on Judah, the tribe of David! 
9. Thought question: Summarize the role of women in the book of Judges. (They not only play a pervasive role, but a quite ironic one at that). List the key passages. (1 paragraph)
A: Deborah (Judges 4-5)
Jael (Judges 4-5)
Timnah and Delilah (Judges 14, 16)
A “certain woman” (who killed Abimelech; Judges 9:53)
Concubine (Judges 19)
Women in Judges tend to function as unlikely actors who step in and accomplish Yahweh’s will when their more likely counterparts fail. Deborah is stronger than Barak, whose cowardice leads to Jael receiving glory for killing Sisera. Abimelech is killed with “one” stone by a woman, receiving the punishment for his killing his brothers on “one” stone (cf. 9:5,18). Timnah and Delilah, though they do not know it, function in much the same way: they are instruments in Yahweh’s hands to incite the Philistines. Finally, the concubine’s story is tragic—now, instead of simply failing to protect women, the men of Israel are actively harming them. All in all we see that women are used of God in powerful ways! 
10. Thought question: Comment on the presence of the Spirit in Judges. What can we learn from the emphasis of this theme in this book? Is the function the same as the NT function of the Spirit? Why or why not? (1 paragraph)
A: God's Spirit is very active in the book of Judges! From this wee see that God is actively at work in His people! In Judges, the Spirit of the Lord comes upon individuals in order to empower them for a particular activity. In the NT, we find the Spirit has a similar ministry (cf. Acts 4), but additionally has a different kind of durative/progressive filling (Eph 5), a ministry of conviction (John 15), a ministry of gifting (1 Cor 12). Related to the promise of the Spirit in the New Covenant (Eze 36:26-27), in the NT we find that all believers are actually indwelt by the Holy Spirit, and not merely empowered at this or that moment!!
11. Thought question: Reflect on God’s sovereignty displayed in the book of Judges. How would you summarize this aspect of God’s character? How does it relate to the themes of God's mercy and compassion and also His faithfulness in the book of Judges? (1 paragraph)
A: God’s sovereignty is displayed most prominently in the Samson story (from his birth to his death, working together a seemingly random set of circumstances to accomplish his stated purpose in 14:4 despite no one seeming to notice Yahweh’s hand). The book of Judges shows us that God is completely sovereign, and that His sovereignty isn’t dependent on human response—sometimes He intervenes when the people don’t ask, sometimes he doesn’t intervene when they do ask! All in all, He is shown to be very gracious and merciful to His people! He works with those of weak faith, He responds to those who have forgotten and forsaken Him when they finally turn back and plead with Him!!! He always keeps His promises, even when all of His people fail Him. But because of His faithfulness, He is always there calling Israel back to Himself and working with her, despite all her failings. We see so clearly in this book the tender mercy, compassion and patience of Yahweh to His people!!!
12. Application: What do we learn by continuing to see Yahweh's faithfulness to His people despite their downward spiral into sin? How should this affect our hearts?
A:
13. Application: What should the effect be of seeing how Yahweh uses sinful people to accomplish His purpose? How does seeing God use people with huge blemishes and yet trust in Him at times change our view of what God is looking for in us? What does this teach us about our relationship with Him?
A:

5. The Establishment of the Monarchy: 1 Samuel 1-15
Scripture: 1st Samuel 1-15
Theme: God hears the cry of the lowly who trust in Him and establishes leaders to stand for justice
Objectives: 
· To be challenged to trust in God fully and not in ourselves even in the midst of hardship
· To be reminded and encouraged of God's great power and eagerness to help the weak
· To be exhorted to care for the lowly as God does, and thus to care about justice
· To see the example of both good and bad leadership, and what characterizes each
Reading:
· Read 1st Samuel 1-15 twice
· Skim 1st Samuel and 2nd Samuel quickly
Questions:
1. Give a brief outline encompassing both 1st and 2nd Samuel.
A: Samuel’s rise and Eli’s demise; the journeys of the ark (1 Sam 1-7)
Rise and fall of king Saul (1 Sam 8-15)
Rise of David (1 Sam 16-31)
David becomes king (2 Sam 1-7)
Rise and fall of David (2 Sam 8-20)
Conclusion (2 Sam 21-24)
2. Throughout the books of 1st and 2nd Samuel, note the passages that are NOT narrative. What themes are contained within these poetic passages? (2-3 sentences)
A: Three key poetic passages (1 Sam 2, 2 Sam 1, 2 Sam 22-23) are carefully placed at strategic points within the book to act as structural markers, highlighting the theme of human and divine kingship and also the lowly and the mighty. In 1Sa 2, the emphasis on God humbling the mighty but exalting the lowly is clear. 1Sa 2:4 “The bows of the might are shattered, but the feeble gird on strength.” 1Sa 2:7 “Yahweh makes poor and rich; He brings low, He also exalts.” It ends in 2:10 with the theme of kingship, “Yahweh will judge the ends of the earth, and will give strength to His king, and will exalt the horn of His anointed.” Likewise, the key refrain in 2Sa 1 is, “Oh how the mighty have fallen.” In the final poem at the end of the book we see these same themes. 2Sa 22:28- “You save an afflicted people, but your eyes are on the haughty who you abase.” 2Sa 22:51- “He is a tower of deliverance to His king, and shows loyal love to His anointed, to David and his descendants forever.” 2Sa 23:3- “He who rules righteously, who rules in the fear of God...” 
3. What do you think telling Samuel's birth narrative in chapter 1 does for the reader? How does it introduce the book of Samuel as a whole? What themes are introduced here? What story does this one remind us of that we have already encountered thus far in Scripture? (1 paragraph)
A: Just like the Samson narrative (no razor to touch his head, dedicated to Yahweh), the narrative about Samuel's birth raises a great sense of anticipation. Notice as well from the outset of the narrative how Hophni and Phinehas are brought into the story to later be compared and contrasted with Samuel and establish the need for righteous leadership. The story of Peninnah and Hannah also sets up the anticipation of Yahweh helping the lowly. Notice how in 1:19 Yahweh remembered Hannah (key covenant term), showing His faithfulness to care for those who are lowly and who call out to Him! 
4. Hannah’s prayer in 1 Sam 2:1-10 is considered the “theological introduction” to the book. How would you articulate the theme or themes expressed in this prayer (especially in light of how they play out in the rest of 1–2 Samuel)? Later on in biblical history, what other woman sings a song about the reversal of fortunes as a result of the miraculous birth of a child? (1 paragraph)
A: The major themes in this prayer include God’s sovereignty in using the weak/humble to shame the strong/proud, and emerging victorious over his enemies in delivering His people. Yahweh will judge the earth in righteousness, and will establish His king to stand for righteousness and justice. EOT, 106: “Hannah’s prayer for a son seems to symbolize something much deeper: the yearning of the righteous within Israel for Yahweh to bring about deliverance.” This piece of poetry sets off the narrative, giving some reflection upon what’s happening and setting the stage for the rest of the book, in which Yahweh institutes a new phase in the plan of redemption to bring them out of the era of Judges. 
This theme is what then plays out in the following story: 2:11-4:1 What God did in the birth of Samuel (hear the prayers of the weak in deliverance from the strong), he will do in the life of Samuel = the young boy in the temple worshiping will be vindicated over the priests with all the social power.
5. Notice the alternations between Eli’s sons (2:12-17, 22-29) and Samuel (2:18-21, 26; 3:1). Why do you think the author is making these contrasts? What in particular is being contrasted and what is the point of this contrast? How does 2:35 sum up what Yahweh is looking for? (1 paragraph)
A: Samuel is innocent and worshiping in the temple—exactly how Eli’s sons were supposed to be innocent and worshipful! Eli's sons were priests, and yet did not know Yahweh (2:12)! They were oppressing the people instead of standing for justice! They were abusing their power instead of using it to stand up for the weak and lowly! The fact of their wicked leadership establishes the need for a faithful priest and leader of the nation. This is the key word used in 2:35. The word faithful comes from the same root (Heb: aman) from which the word 'believe' occurs in Hebrew and is an important concept in the OT. This term denotes someone who is reliable. Yahweh wants leadership who are reliable in giving Him glory and honor and living for His purposes, standing for righteousness and justice for the people!
6. What key word is repeated in 2:29-30 that shows the key issue at stake with Eli, Hophni and Phinehas? How does this key word tie into the theme of the book? (2-3 sentences)
A: The key word repeated is 'honor'. We here find out that Eli honored his sons above Yahweh (2:29). What is at stake of course is Yahweh's honor or His glory! Yahweh will not permit people to rob Him of glory, only those who understand they are poor and lowly will be exalted by Yahweh! God wants the glory for Himself and so will not compete with those who try to take it from Him, those He will make small (2:30)!
7. What do you think the point of chapter 3 is (hint: look at the last 3 verses of the chapter)? (2-3 sentences)
A: This chapter shows how Yahweh was speaking directly with Samuel, even though at that time it was rare for God to speak. Thus Samuel is confirmed as a true and faithful prophet of Yahweh, he said exactly what Yahweh told him even when it was hard. Thus Yahweh established Samuel as His prophet and didn't let any of his words fail, so that everyone would know that Samuel faithfully represented Yahweh!
8. Within the theological flow of 1 Sam 1-7, what is the purpose of the “ark narrative” in chapters 4-6? Talk specifically about what we learn about God's presence as it relates to this narrative. Why did the Israelites bring the ark to battle? Why didn't that 'work'? Why do you think Yahweh caused the disasters on the Philistines who had the ark? What does this teach us? Also, what is the significance of Dagon's hands being cut off? (1 paragraph)
A: In chapter 4, Yahweh confirmed His prophecy that Hophni and Phinehas would die. We also see the ark of Yahweh depart Israel, signifying that Yahweh is no longer with His people. They thought that bringing the ark would magically cause them to win, in a superstitious way, like the pagan gods who could be manipulated. Yahweh is not like those gods and cannot be manipulated! He is the king! Yes, as we saw in Joshua, His presence assures victory. When Yahweh is for us, no one can oppose us. However, we need relationship with Yahweh and His presence of which the ark is merely a symbol! So when His people are not in relationship with Him, having the ark as a way to manipulate Him will not work! He wants faithful obedience and humble trust. When we are living this way He will be with us and we have victory. But when the Philistines took the ark, Yahweh would not allow them to triumph over Him! Yahweh would not be subject to Dagon! The cutting off of heads and hands signified victory and domination over an opposing king. So Yahweh showed that indeed He is the king who will not be manipulated or conquered by anyone (Israelite or Philistine!)!
9. What is the point of chapter 7 (note what is emphasized in the text)? What does Ebenezer mean, and what does it signify in the flow of the narrative? (1 paragraph)
A: We see in chapter 7 how Israel repented, they humbled themselves and mourned over their lack of trust in Yahweh (7:2). Samuel continually interceded (7:8-9) for them when the Philistines attacked and because of their humble trust and prayer, Yahweh delivered them! Yahweh loves to save the humble who cry out to Him! They named the place of victory Ebenezer, meaning Yahweh helps. It is a reminder of Yahweh's faithfulness! 
10. How is Samuel described (job description) in 7:15-17 and how does this fit into the purpose of the book? What then were Samuel's sons jobs in 8:1? What was their problem and how does this further progress the narrative and fit into the major themes of the book? (1 paragraph)
A: Samuel is described as judging over all Israel for his whole life. Thus Samuel is not only a prophet, but the last judge! This sets up the need (and anticipation!) within the book for a leader (judge) who is faithful and in relationship with Yahweh (priest/prophet). We see of course in later biblical revelation that there is a need for a righteous king, and there is a prophecy of a coming king-priest! As we come to Samuel's sons, we are hopeful that they will follow in their faithful father's footsteps. But instead, we find that they are appointed judges over Israel but were not just and righteous! They once again abused their power instead of using to care for the lowly!!! They were perverting justice! God cares about the poor and lowly and wants faithful leaders who do the same. We see how these themes of power and greatness, pride and humility are constantly weaved throughout this book. Since God wants all the glory, He wants people who are humble and trust in Him. He is the defender of such poor and lowly people, He hears their cries and comes to save and deliver! And He wants a leader who will be faithful to His purposes and glory, and thus stand for justice and righteousness.
11. As we come to chapter 8 and with Samuel's sons not being just judges, the people cry out for a king. Explain how the topic of kingship is key within the book of 1st Samuel. 1st Samuel 8 seems to be anti-kingship, and yet Deuteronomy 17:14-20 and the book of Judges seem to be pro-kingship. We also see within 1st Samuel texts like 9:1-10:16 and 11:1-15 which appear to be pro-kingship and others like 8:1-22; 10:17-27 and 12:1-25 which appear to be against kingship. How do you explain this apparent tension? Make sure to include the key verses of 8:7 and 8:20 in your explanation. Please also include the concept of kingship from elsewhere in the Torah. Along with this, was Saul chosen by God (contrast 8:18 with 9:16; 10:1, 24)? (think about this, understanding this topic is key to the book)? (2-3 paragraphs)
A: All throughout the book of Samuel, the topic of kingship is central. Yahweh is the king, and yet there is a need for a human ruler over God's people. We have seen this theme clearly established in Judges! It seems clear from passages going all the way back to the Torah (Genesis 49:10; Numbers 24:17) that God intended for a ruler to come from the tribe of Judah to rule righteously over His people. We have seen so far in Samuel that Samuel himself is shown to be a righteous and just judge, one who ruled over God's people for Him. Yet notice how like Moses before him, Samuel and all the great leaders of Israel up to this point were not kings. Even the passage in Deuteronomy 17 doesn't necessarily put kingship in a positive light. God gave directions for the kingship so that it would be done in the right way, but this doesn't mean that kingship (as an institution) is ideal. In my opinion, the OT up to this point has presented kingship as an inevitable and yet non-ideal reality. However, that doesn't mean that the OT was against Israel having a singular leader. Samuel and Moses were clearly leaders of the people, and yet not kings. The question then we need to ask ourselves is what makes judges/leaders different than kings? 
While there may be different aspects to this answer, one of the important differences lies in succession. Judges were raised up by God on the basis of their qualifications (relationship with Him, heart after His), whereas kings are appointed on the basis of their pedigree. The people of Israel wanted a king because they didn't trust God to raise up leaders for them! They wanted the assurance that they would always have a king. They didn't want to have to trust God. And so they got what they wanted. Israel's history showed how the kingship worked out for them! Even for Judah's line descended from David (way better than Israel's without a single good king!), often times a son of a good king would be a bad king! Contrast this situation with the succession between Moses and Joshua, where Joshua was chosen on the basis of his faithfulness!
In other words, the primary problem with kingship was that of authority. With kingship, the king always had the authority until he died, at which time authority was transferred to one of his sons, whether or not he was qualified for such a position! There was a constant and clear line of human authority [Note how with authority comes responsibility. He had the authority to take from them 8:11-17, but then had the responsibility to care for them]. Note how in 8:20, the issue at hand is that they would have a king so there would always be someone to turn to, someone with authority, someone where the buck stopped. In contrast to that, the great leaders of Israel's past had no inherent authority and were selected and raised up because of their humble trust in Yahweh. God certainly made clear who was leading His nation, but Yahweh was always the only one with authority, He was the true king of Israel! He would lead and take care of them by selecting and authorizing good leaders for them. Notice that this seems to fit well with the concept in 8:7, where the fact that the people wanted the kingship is seen by God as a rejection of His kingship and authority over them. Thus the text establishes an anticipation and expectation of a righteous king who would come, one who would be qualified on the basis of his faithfulness and relationship with Yahweh! Thus like Moses and Samuel before, this king would be a prophet and a priest, one who communicated and communed with God and led the nation on that basis! 
So leaders over God's people (whether kings or judges) as such weren't bad per se. It was more the desire for institution of kingship, an institution where the people wouldn't have to trust God, which was bad. God of course had planned all the way back in Deuteronomy to work through this concession. And so ultimately the need for a righteous and just king is being established: a king who indeed had a relationship with Yahweh and lived in faithfulness to Him, not seeking his own glory and reputation, but seeking the will of the only true King of Israel!
12. Explain how Saul is described in chapter 9. Is this positive, negative, or somewhere in between? (2-3 sentences)
A: Note the emphasis on Saul's height. In Samuel, there is such an emphasis on God humbling the proud (notice how 2:3 uses the word 'height' negatively in Hebrew). Notice as well how Saul is from Gibeah (same root as 'height' and is Israel's 'Sodom' from Judges)! Note the poetic irony here: After falling “full length to the ground” (1 Sam 28:20), the “Israelite giant (geboha) from Gibeah (gib’a) dies on the mountains of Gilboa (gilbo’a)” (Dempster, 141).
13. Despite the peoples' error in wanting a king, what does Yahweh do in chapter 10 (make sure to comment on 10:1, 6, 9)? Why does Yahweh do this according to 9:16? (2-3 sentences)
A: Yahweh selects Saul to be a king for His people and has him anointed. He sends His Spirit upon Saul and changes him and his heart. Thus God enables and empowers Saul to lead His people. Yahweh does this because of His grace (as always!) and faithfulness to hear His people when they humble themselves and call out to Him! When people humble themselves and call to Yahweh, He loves to deliver! And this despite Saul, who is afraid to tell he has been annointed king and even hides at the time of annointing!
14. How is Saul portrayed in chapter 11? (2-3 sentences)
A: Saul is portrayed very positively as God uses him to deliver Jabesh-Gilead. God sent His Spirit to enable him and God worked powerfully through him to save. He acts wisely in 11:13 by not acting out of vengeance. All in all God is working through him and all seems to be well.
15. How would you summarize Samuel's farewell speech in chapter 12? (1 paragraph)
A: Samuel emphasizes his faithfulness as leader over Israel. Certainly from this we continue to see the need for such a leader over Israel, one who isn't abusing his power over the people. We also see how he is emphasizing Yahweh righteous deeds (12:7). They needed to remember all that Yahweh had done for them to continue to trust Him! God is always faithful. If they trust and obey Him they will be blessed, but if not, they will be cursed! Yahweh will be faithful either way! He ends by confirming for them how wicked it was for them to choose a king rather than to trust Yahweh as their king (12:17) by having Yahweh perform a sign for them. Yet, when they confess their sin Samuel, Samuel reassures them to simply fear and trust Him! He ends by exhorting them to fear Yahweh and serve Him with all their heart!
16. What key event happens in chapter 13? What is the result of this? How does this relate to the rest of the book? (1 paragraph)
A: In chapter 13, Saul doesn't wait for Samuel! He didn't trust God. While this seems like such a minor thing, it shows how big a deal it is for the king to trust Yahweh! As a result the kingdom is taken away from Saul. Notice how Yahweh says if he wouldn't have done this God would have established His kingdom forever! Thus Yahweh is going to find a king after His own heart (13:14)! This is the first key turning point within the book as we are transitioning to David as the king after God's heart.
17. Why is the account of Jonathan’s victory (14:1-23) and Saul's rash vow (14:24-46) placed where they are and what is the main point of this chapter? (1 paragraph)
A: Notice how the story of Jonathan’s victory makes his father look bad. Even the first sentence of the story gives us some parenthetical information which sheds light on how we are to interpret the story, his father didn't know. Notice Jonathan’s trust in Yahweh, while his father with his 600 men hide in fear! This is further confirmed when we see Saul's rash oath about not eating any food. Jonathan then even sharply critiques his father in 14:29-30. Then Saul makes another rash vow in 14:39 which he doesn't follow through with. Thus we see that Saul and Jonathan are contrasted in this chapter to show Saul's foolishness and lack of faith (especially compared with Jonathan’s great faith in 14:6-7, 12).
18. What key event then happens in chapter 15? Comment especially on what we learn from Saul's own testimony in 15:13ff. What key word runs through this chapter that explains what Yahweh wants? What was the motive or reason for Saul's action? What then is the result and how does this then effect the rest of the book (and Saul's life)? (1 paragraph)
A: In chapter 15 we have the second main event of the disobedience of Saul, the one that confirms that the kingdom is taken from him and given to David. This time he doesn't fully follow through with the Lord's command to wipe out the Amalekites (note that 15:9 states that they 'spared' Agag and the best of what was good and were not willing to destroy them fully). We see from his own testimony, that he rationalized his lack of full obedience. He thought his own way was better than God's and made excuses to Samuel. The key word that runs through this chapter is the word 'obey'. God wants people who trust Him fully and thus obey Him fully. Verse 22 is clearly the key summary of the chapter, “to obey is better than sacrifice.” Notice the reason for Saul's disobedience in verse 24, it was because he feared the people that he listened to them rather than to Yahweh! Thus Saul is rejected from being king and from here on out, he changes from being a good king to a bad king. Also note God's kingship emphasized by 15:29 that His plans always are brought to fruition! He never changes His mind, He is not like us! Notice as well that although Saul admits he has sinned, what he is ultimately most concerned about is his own glory/reputation (15:30)! This shows that really, he wasn't concerned with what God was and that his repentance isn't really genuine.
19. Application: What do we learn about trusting God from this section of 1st Samuel? How do our concepts of power, greatness, and lowliness fit into our understanding of trust?
A:
20. Application: What do we learn about justice and leadership from this section of 1st Samuel? How do our concepts of power, greatness, and lowliness fit into our understanding of justice?
A:

6. The Rise of David: 1 Samuel 16-31
Scripture: 1st Samuel 16-31
Theme: God raises up and tears down in His time
Objectives: 
· To be challenged to never exalt ourselves but to humbly seek God's glory alone
· To be encouraged to trust in Yahweh, waiting upon Him for vindication
· To be instilled with a fear of Yahweh that is reticent to question His sovereign choices
· To be humbled by the fact that we don't often understand God's purposes and timing
Reading:
· Read 1st Samuel 16-31 twice
Questions:
1. Comment on the fact that Samuel grieved over Saul (15:35), Yahweh was sorry He made Saul king (15:35), and Yahweh told Samuel to stop grieving over Saul since Yahweh had rejected him (16:1). Why do you think the author includes these statements and what do they teach us? What effect does having these statements here have on the flow of the narrative? (1 paragraph)
A: The rejection of Saul as king was a major event within Israel's history. Even though it was sinful for the people to want to have a king like the other nations, none-the-less Yahweh chose Saul as king and allowed for this concession and even transformed it into something good. We see that Yahweh's rejection of Saul was not a mere desire to communicate to him that he needed to change. No, Yahweh had made a firm choice to reject him and he was done. Yahweh wasn't going to change His mind (cf. 15:29)! Thus Samuel's sorrow over Saul highlights the sadness that sin brings into situations. What could and should have been glorious had been spoiled by sin. Yahweh Himself says that He was sorry or regretted making Saul king. Rather than pointing to a lack of planning or sovereignty in Yahweh (cf. 15:29 which we just mentioned!!!), this further highlights the sadness of the situation. We shouldn't think that Yahweh doesn't care about sin, He cares about it a lot!!! But, as we come to chapter 16 we see that Yahweh tells Samuel to stop grieving for Saul. God's choice has been made and ultimately it is for the best. So we see that these two verses form an important hinge in the book with the transition from Saul to David. Yahweh raised up Saul, and now because of his pride and self-sufficiency, Yahweh is tearing him down and raising David up. 
2. What key event then happens in 1st Samuel 16? Why do you think verses 1-13 play out like they do and what does this emphasize (especially in contrast to Saul)? What is it particularly mentioned about David as the reason God selected him? What happens in 16:14-23 and why is this key to understanding the rest of the book? (1 paragraph)
A: Yahweh tells Samuel to go and anoint David the new king of Israel. God's reason for doing so is that He has rejected Saul (as seen in chapter 15). Especially emphasized in the selection process of David is how he is the youngest, smallest, and least likely candidate! Yet David is selected because he is a man after God's heart (16:7). Then the Spirit comes upon David from that day forward. We also see immediately afterwards that God's Spirit leaves Saul and at that point an evil spirit begins to pester Saul. From here on out in the book, Saul is a bad king. Once Yahweh had rejected him, he would have been better off just handing the kingdom over to David!
3. Thought question: 1 Sam 16:14 says “an evil spirit from Yahweh” which “terrorized Saul.” Does God cause evil? Talk as well about the interaction between this evil spirit and Saul's own spirit (1 paragraph)
A: The spirit of Yahweh departs from Saul and in His absence Yahweh sent the evil spirit. This certainly shows that God was not for Saul any longer! Since God is not responsible for evil, we must assume Saul had every opportunity to act against the desires of the evil spirit. Perhaps the spirit would have abated if Saul had graciously given up the throne? It is also interesting to note the correspondence and interaction between Saul's own spirit and this evil spirit. Saul often appeared to have a spirit of anger, jealousy, etc., which the text seems to say was affected by this evil spirit and thus the spiritual warfare that was going on. Notice how when David would play the harp, the evil spirit would go away. There is definitely an interaction going on here between the physical (music) and the spiritual (an evil spirit and Saul's spirit). We should simply confess that we do not understand the spiritual realm very well and acknowledge that it is real and that what Scripture says about it is true. We should be aware of the spiritual battle going on all around us all the time. “It seems... that one aspect of what is going on in Saul’s mind as the ‘evil spirit’ afflicts him is suppressed guilt at continuing as king even though Yahweh’s prophecy has rejected him... and later, intense jealousy of David’s successes against the Philistines” (EOT, 116). Saul's willful rejection of Yahweh opens the door for the evil spirit's torment of him and for his guilt and jealousy to drive his own spirit into darkness. It's hard to overstate the damage to one's heart of living with a guilty conscience. As we will see in the rest of the story, this will destroy Saul.
4. What famous event then happens in chapter 17? What do you think the text is emphasizing in this chapter and why (be sure to include key verses, phrases, and words)? (1 paragraph)
A: Chapter 17 is the story of David and Goliath! Everything in this chapter highlights the great faith of David because of the strength and faithfulness of Yahweh! The battle is Yahweh's! Notice how much description is given of Goliath! He was indeed a giant! This all goes to show the greatness of God. The key verses of course are 17:45-47. Yahweh's reputation were on the line, that's what motivated David to act in faith and how he knew God would show up! God cares about His glory!!! 
5. Thought question: How do you explain the seemingly “double introduction” of David in 1st Samuel 16:14-23 and 17:31-40, 55-58? Why is it that Saul doesn’t know who David is in chapter 17, even though he’s been playing music for Saul in chapter 16?
A: One should quickly observe that, in 1 Sam 17, Saul is asking about David’s father (“Whose son is this youth” 17:55; cf. also vss. 56, 58). In 16:18–22, Saul most likely wanted to know a few scant facts about David. In 17:55–58, Saul is concerned with a full family background check—David is about to become his son-in-law, and therefore his family is going to be allied by marriage with the royal family. “And we as readers must at this point be made aware that David is of the house of Jesse, for it is the house of Jesse that has at this moment eclipsed the house of Saul in military prowess, and is destined eventually to supplant it as the reigning house” (Gooding, Story of David and Goliath, 80).
6. What does 1st Samuel 18-20 say about David and Jonathan's relationship? Why do you think the author includes this part of the story? How does this fit into the larger purpose of the book? What do we learn from Jonathan that is exemplary for our lives as well (think about this!)? Also, what does each of their relationships with Saul look like in this section? Also, what do you think the point of Saul prophesying is? (1-2 paragraphs)
A: Jonathan loved David, and this love was based upon David's love for God (notice how Jonathan began loving David 18:1 because of the David and Goliath incident). See how Jonathan gives David his robe, armor, sword and bow, this is a virtual abdication by the crown prince (18:3)! The word 'love' is used throughout the text to describe their relationship. Moreover, the word 'covenant' occurs multiple times to describe their relationship. Obviously, love and covenant go together in faithful relationship in the OT (see the following verses about these concepts: 1Sa 18:1, 3; 19:1, 4; 20:14-17; 20:23, 41-42). It seems the author is purposefully trying to show us that those who are in proper covenant relationship with Yahweh will also be in proper and loving covenant relationships with one another as well!!! We should love those who cause us to love Yahweh more! Notice the contrast between Jonathan and Saul. Jonathan recognized and submitted himself to Yahweh's plan. Think about this for a moment, Jonathan should have been David's rival! He would have been the heir to the throne. Yet he loved Yahweh more than himself. He cared more about Yahweh's glory than his own, and thus he loved him who loved Yahweh, even to his own detriment! 
Thus Jonathan becomes a literary foil to compare with Saul. This is how Saul should have responded to David, the one whom God had chosen. Saul continues to be jealous of David (18:8-9), and even afraid of him (18:12, 15, 29) as God is clearly blessing everything David does (18:14, 28; 19:8). Saul is constantly conspiring against and trying to kill David. Yet everyone besides Saul loves David (18:3, 16, 20, 22?, 28)! “Saul, the master politician and manipulator, falls into his the traps he lays for David; David, the humble innocent, by living out his faithfulness ends up winning the power game without ever knowing he was playing. Again, the Lord raises the humble (1 Sam 22:28).” Saul has obviously gone off the deep end when he tries to kill Jonathan (20:33). Note as well that Saul's messengers and even Saul himself cannot do his own will in the presence of the prophetic word, which stands above all (19:20-24). Thus we are reminded that ultimately, it is Yahweh who is delivering David, He is finally sovereign!
7. What is the point of the story about the priests at Nob in chapters 21-22? How are David and Saul each portrayed in this story? (1 paragraph)
A: Notice how Saul is so concerned about self, that he has the priests at Nob killed, even when no Israelite would do it (22:17). Finally, he is able to get Doeg, the Edomite to do it, killing women, children, infants and all (22:18-19)! Note that Saul kills the priests even when they weren't trying to help David to hurt Saul, they were thinking they were helping Saul in the process! This is a great injustice. But Saul only cares about himself and his jealous grab for power. Yet notice David's response, he takes responsibility for the act and is sorrowful about it, even though obviously he wasn't for it nor involved in it (22:22). Note as well the reoccurring theme of David's lowliness, it is all the outcasts who are his friends (22:2). 
8. What do you think is the point of chapter 23, and especially of David's rescuing Keilah? (2-3 sentences)
A: Notice how David, the fugitive, rescues an Israelite town from the Philistines (23:3)! This is what Saul should have been doing instead of chasing David around!!! David is humbly inquiring of Yahweh and living in humble trust of Him. And yet, even after he does so he has to flee from Keilah because they would hand him over to Saul, right after being rescued (23:12)! Note that we see Jonathan's ongoing care for David once again as well (23:16-18). 
9. What is the point of chapter 24? What does the author emphasize in this chapter? (1 paragraph)
A: The point of this story is obviously the righteousness of David, who doesn't kill the man who is pursuing him to kill him, even when he had the opportunity! It would have been so easy to rationalize this, he was after all the one Yahweh had anointed to be king in place of Saul. Yet David is patient in trusting Yahweh, and in waiting for His time and His way. Note especially 24:6, which shows the tenderness of David's conscience that even cutting the corner of Saul's robe bothers him. The key phrase in this chapter occurs twice in 24:7- Saul is Yahweh's anointed. Notice how in 24:12, David will not vindicate himself, but calls upon Yahweh to vindicate him! From Saul's own mouth comes a major point of this chapter, “You are more righteous than I” (24:17). David's righteousness consists in his humble trust in Yahweh, not willing to live for himself, but to wait for Yahweh to act on his behalf!
10. What do you think is the point of the story of Nabal and Abigail in chapter 25? What key words are used in this section? (1 paragraph)
A: Obviously, we see wisdom in action when we see Abigail (25:3)! And we see great foolishness in Nabal, whose name means 'fool' (25:3, 25). Notice what we see about David as well from this section. For one, even as an outcast he was righteous, and didn't steal from Nabal's men (25:15-16). Notice Abigail's humility, which took full responsibility for the sin (25:24, 28). And so, by her wisdom, she kept David from sin (25:28, 31). Thus Yahweh kept David from avenging himself (25:33). Thus we see Yahweh's graciousness is keeping David from acting out of self in this chapter (25:32-33)! And then in the end of the story, we see that Yahweh vindicated David in killing Nabal for him (25:38-44). It's always best to trust Yahweh and not take self vindication into our own hands!
11. What do we see emphasized again in chapter 26? Comment on how 26:23 is key to this chapter, and how the truth in this verse helped David to live righteously here. (1 paragraph)
A: Once again David has an opportunity to kill Saul and he doesn't do it! The key phrase, Yahweh's anointed is emphasized again in this chapter. David recognizes that Yahweh has made Saul king, and thus it is our job to trust Yahweh's choice. Notice again how David is trusting in Yahweh for vindication. The key verse in this chapter is 26:23, “Yahweh will repay each man for his righteousness and faithfulness...” If we truly believe this, we don't have to take things into our own hands, but we can wait for Yahweh to repay! We never need to vindicate ourselves, for in the end, God will uphold justice and vindicate the righteous!
12. What do you think is the overall point of chapter 27 is? Hint: Why do you think the author points out how long David was there (27:7)? (1 sentence) 
A: Here, David is living with the Philistines! He has been run out of the country so to speak, and is a fugitive. Over and over he has been gracious to Saul, and yet Saul won't relent. So David continues to wait, this time for a year and four months in Philistine territory... 
13. What is the main point of chapter 28 and where is this emphasized in the chapter? (1 sentence)
A: Yahweh had completely abandoned Saul (28:16-17)! 
14. What potential problem is going to arise in chapter 29 and how it is resolved? (1 sentence)
A: David is almost put in the position of fighting against Israel because he has been deceiving the Philistines, but God graciously works out the circumstances so that he doesn't have to (who knows what would have happened then!)!
15. Contrast David's dealings with the Amalekites in chapter 30 with Saul's in chapter 15. Why do you think the author weaves this chapter in the middle of the Philistine battle with Saul? (1 paragraph)
A: By putting the story of David's fight with the Amalekites right in the middle of Saul's battle with the Philistines, it certainly invites comparison between the two men. After being reminded of Saul’s failure to obey the Lord in his dealings with the Amalekites, David’s hot pursuit of them and faithfulness in difficult circumstances is no coincidence. Note some differences: 1) When David’s men grumble against him, he does not rush a sacrifice but strengthens himself in the Lord his God (30:6). 2) David inquires of the Lord (30:7–8). 3) David is thorough in the battle. 4) After the battle, David argues that, since the battle was the Lord’s (30:23), then the spoil belong to both combatants and non-combatants. We continue to see David faithful in the little and in the big things of his life!
16. What does ending the tragic story of Saul with Jabesh-gilead remind us of? What effect does this have on the reader? (1 sentence)
A: It reminds us of the beginning of Saul's life when he was a good king (this is the first city Saul bravely saved!) and thus points out the tragic end for someone who didn't trust Yahweh in everything and thus whom Yahweh had left... We need the presence of Yahweh!!!
17. What do you think the overall point of chapters 16-31 is? What happened in chapter 16 and what happened in light of this in the remaining chapters of the book (think about this!)? Comment as well on the theme of vindication in David's life and what we learn from him. (1 paragraph)
A: David was anointed king in chapter 16, and has been waiting this entire time to be made king! Notice his amazing trust in Yahweh. He had multiple opportunities to kill the man who was trying to kill him. He clearly was waiting upon Yahweh to exalt him, and did not seek to exalt himself. This of course is the main theme of the book! Ultimately, his humble trust in Yahweh was vindicated. God is the one who exalts the lowly!
18. Application: What do we learn about trusting and waiting from this passage of Scripture? What do we learn about how to handle hardships, trials, and otherwise being a 'sojourner'? What do we learn about vindication?
A: 
7. The Reign of David: 2 Samuel 1-10
Scripture: 2nd Samuel 1-10
Theme: God honors the humble who trust in Him by always out-giving those who serve Him
Objectives: 
· To see the great importance of not seeking self, but trusting in God to vindicate us
· To be encouraged to give everything to God, because we can't outgive Him
· To be reminded of His omnipotent power to enact His plans
· To be encouraged to wait, knowing that God's plans and timing are always best for us
Reading:
· Read 2nd Samuel 1-10 twice
Questions:
1. When 2nd Samuel begins “Now after the death of Saul...” what other book introductions are we reminded of? What do you think is the point of starting in this way? (1-2 sentences)
A: Joshua and Judges begin in exactly the same way (now after the death of Moses... and Joshua...). This introduction establishes continuity with the past and shows that God is not done with His nation after the death of a prominent leader. This is a new phase in God's plan.
2. Comment on how David responds to the Amalekite in chapter 1. Why do you think the narrator includes this story and what is the point of it? How is David portrayed? (1 paragraph)
A: This story shows very clearly (to everyone!) that David is innocent of Saul's death! He kills the one who claims to have killed Saul! Notice as well the repetition of the phrase, “Yahweh's anointed” which highlights the significance of this concept. It was a big deal to be Yahweh's chosen king over His chosen nation! Furthermore, notice how different David is than Saul. Saul prefers Doeg, who will go above and beyond to do things in Saul's interest (even when they are clearly wrong!). While David, kills the Amalekite who makes up a story (notice that Saul committed suicide according to the narrator in 1 Samuel 31:5) he thinks is in David's interest! David is definitely portrayed as a man of justice!
3. What theme or concept is emphasized in David's lament over Saul and Jonathan (note what word is repeated in this lament)? Why is this significant and how does it tie into the purpose of the book? What is significant in the fact that David mourns at all? (1 paragraph)
A: The word 'mighty' is repeated five times in this short lament! The Hebrew word means one who is strong, a warrior. The main refrain then is that the mighty have fallen. This fits into the main theme of the book, that Yahweh is the one who exalts the humble and brings down the proud. We will continue to see this theme throughout the book! Think about how significant it is that David mourns the death of his arch-enemy Saul, the one who has been trying to kill him for years, who has been opposing God's plan to make David king! This is one of the most amazing displays of humility, and one of the ways that David is truly shown to be a man after God's own heart!
4. Give a brief description of the following characters: Joab, Abner, Ishbosheth, Abishai, Rechab & Baanah, Ahinoam, Asahel, Amnon, and Absalom. Please include family connections and mode of death if applicable. (1-2 sentences each)
A: 
Joab: The brother to Abishai and Asahel who was David's chief commander. He murdered Abner for killing his brother Asahel.
Abner: Saul's chief commander who killed Asahel after warning him. He turned Saul's kingdom over to David after Ishbosheth accused him falsely of taking Saul's concubine, and after doing so was killed by Joab and Abishai.
Ishbosheth: Saul’s son who was made king, then murdered by Rechab and Baanah (2:8–10; 4:1ff).
Abishai: Joab’s brother, who was somehow involved with Abner's death (3:30) and was one of David's chief commanders.
Rechab and Baanah: Two Canaanite mercenaries (sons of Rimmon the Beerothite) who killed Ish-bosheth, told David expecting reward, and were killed by David (4:5ff).
Ahinoam: Saul’s wife (1 Sam 14:50), who became David’s wife (1 Sam 25:43); and bore David’s son Amnon (3:2).
Asahel: Brother of Joab and Abishai who was killed by Abner when chasing him (2:19ff), known for his speed. 
Amnon: The firstborn son of David, from Ahinoam (3:2) who tricks and rapes Tamar, Absalom's sister who is then later killed by Absalom.
Absalom: The second son of David, from Maacah (3:3) who is banished from David after killing Amnon, is later returned but not allowed to see the king for a long time. He later turns the heart of the people and successfully takes the throne, but is killed in battle when he takes Hushai's advice (a spy for David) over Ahithophel's (who defected to Absalom).
5. What happens in 2 Samuel 2-4? Summarize the narrator's view of the violence that happens here? What do you think is/are the point(s) of this section (ie. why is each part of the story included, what does it show?)? Specifically, what do you think is the point of including the few verses about Jabesh-gilead? Why include the story about Asahel's death? Etc. (2 paragraphs)
A: After the events surrounding Saul's death, David is made king over Judah, and Abner makes Ishbosheth king over all Israel. But before the story of war breaking out between them, there is a short snippet about the men of Jabesh-gilead. The key word repeated there is the word ḥeṡed (2:5-6). These few verses highlight once again David's view of faithfulness to God. David blesses them for their loyalty to Saul (his enemy!), and he promise to bless them for it. Thus we see David is not vindictive and self-motivated, but loyal to God and His justice and truth above all!
Then we return to the battle and see Joab the commander of David's army, and Abner the commander of Ishbosheth's begin a long battle that continued for years. In this story we see how David comes to be king over all Israel, but it wasn't through his own violence and treachery, but that of others. He was completely innocent of Ishbosheth's death. He even once again killed the men who murdered Ishbosheth (whom he calls a righteous man!), showing his care for justice and righteousness above his own personal interests. Moreover, he was also innocent of Abner's death by the hand of Joab his commander, and even invokes a curse on his own commander because of the vengeance he took on Abner (3:29)! Once again, he mourns the death of Abner, showing that he was not responsible. Indeed, Abner had turned the kingdom over to David through no trickery of David, but from the foolishness of Ishbosheth in accusing his commander wrongly! Thus this section serves to highlight David's patient trust in Yahweh, zeal for righteousness and justice, and yet Yahweh's hand in making him king through all these events (through no politicing of his own!)! 
6. Why are the events of 2 Samuel 5 described quickly, while those of chapters 6-7 described in greater detail (ie. why does the narrative slow down here)? (1 sentence)
A: The reason that chapter 5 is relatively shorter than 6-7 are because the political aspects of David becoming king are not nearly as important as the theological aspects of David's kingship! 
7. What happens in chapter 5? What is emphasized in this chapter? (1 paragraph)
A: Finally, after years and years of waiting, David is made king over all Israel! He then captures Jerusalem and makes it the new capital of Israel (Hebron was far too South to administer the whole kingdom...). We see David grow and grow (5:10), exemplified by even foreign nations (Hiram) building a palace for David. Very significantly, notice David's realization that Yahweh had made him king for the sake of His people (5:12). This is a very significant theological concept. The purpose of the king is not to live for himself, but to be the man to stand for justice and righteousness and the care of the people. This is a sober reality, not to be taken lightly! David continues to have success (more wives and kids and triumph over enemies). And notice how in his triumph over his enemies, he obeyed the Lord precisely (5:25).
8. Why was bringing the ark to Jerusalem so significant? What theme is prevalent in this entire chapter? (1 paragraph)
A: The ark clearly communicates God's presence with His people! He is with them! He is for them! The leadership is walking in relationship with Yahweh and submitting to Him. David realizes that he needs God's presence! This is Yahweh's kingdom after all, and David is Yahweh's king! Notice as well the prevalent theme of rejoicing! Is is joyful to be Yahweh's people, in right relationship with Him!
9. What is the theological point of the “Uzzah incident” (2 Samuel 6:6-11)? (2-3 sentences)
A: This story seems to bring out two themes. Primary is the theme of God's awesomeness. As much as Yahweh is a kind and merciful God, that bringing the ark to Jerusalem was a great occasion for celebration, He is still holy and awesome! The key word that seems to hit on this theme is the word 'fear' which is David's response. (Unfortunately, the other main word that would shed much light on the purpose of this section is a Hebrew word that is only used here in the Old Testament, and so we don't really know what it means. The NASB translates it irreverence, and that may likely be the point: While Yahweh is good and it is good to rejoice before Him, we must always uphold His awesome holiness in the process!). Furthermore, we also see in this narrative God's blessing upon Obed-edom, which shows that indeed Yahweh's presence is a blessing and something we should rejoice in and long for!
10. What is the point of the Michal story in 2 Samuel 6:16, 20-23 (remember who she is)? (2-3 sentences)
A: Michal and David represent two opposing views of the kingdom, Michal emphasizes royal dignity, while David emphasizes humility before Yahweh. Notice that Michal is Saul's daughter. This is the very thing Saul wouldn't do, to be contemptible, abased, open to humiliation and embarrassment (cf. 6:22). Thus we see again how very important humility is in this book.
11. Comment on the word play between David wanting to build Yahweh a house, and Yahweh responding with His promise to build David's house. What does this interplay (of the word 'house', find how many different ways it is translated in the chapter!) show us (especially in 2nd Samuel 7:1-8, and 11, 13)? (2-3 sentences)
A: Yahweh is always the benefactor! As much as David wanted to give to God, God always gives us more than we give Him! He is the one who is gracious and giving, not us! We can never out-give God! Dynasty!
12. List 5 or more of the significant features of the Davidic Covenant in 2 Samuel 7 (What does God promise)? What stands out as significant? (1 paragraph)
A: God promises to: 1) Make a great name for David. 2) Appoint a place for Israel. 3) Give rest from all their enemies. 3) Raise up offspring and establish his kingdom. 4) Have him build the temple. 5) Cause His throne to be established forever. 6) Despite iniquity, to cause steadfast love to not depart from him. Of great significance is the eternal nature of the promise. The last sentence of the promise bears enormous freight, “Your house and your kingdom will endure before Me forever; your throne will be established forever.” In other words, God promised David a permanent dynasty. Peace will also characterize this kingdom!
13. What is meant by God's promise that David's descendants will form a dynasty which will last forever? How do you reconcile the apparently unconditional promise with more conditional aspects of it (for example in 1 Kings 9:4-5)? (1 paragraph)
A: As with God's other unconditional covenant (the Abrahamic), the covenant is not in question of being kept! God always keeps His promises! However, the timing and particular individuals who will get to participate in the blessing are in question. We see as the rest of Samuel-Kings unfolds, that many of David's descendants were wicked, and eventually the temple and the kingdom destroyed. Yet, there was always a successor to the throne, and thus always hope that God would keep His unconditional promise. Indeed, there would certainly come a descendant of David in which God's promises here are fully realized! We already know that Jesus is the Davidic king (descended straight from David!), and that He is coming again to reign forever, just as God promised here!
14. How does David respond to God's promises? What does David acknowledge about God's reasons for making this covenant? (1 paragraph)
A: David's first and immediate response is one of humility ('who am I', verse 18). David notes that Yahweh acted for the sake of His Word (to show Himself faithful!) and according to His own heart (it is His sovereign grace)! The purpose of God making this impossible promise, is so that Yahweh can show by His omnipotent power how great He is, and that His name may be magnified forever (7:26)! Thus God's blessing (key theme of the Abrahamic covenant! God is blessing the world!) would be on the house of David forever to magnify His faithfulness and His name, to His glory!
15. Comment on what then happens in chapters 8-10? What key features stick out of this section? What is the author intending for us to think? In particular, why do you think the author includes the story about Mephibosheth? What connects this chapter (9) with the following one (10)? (1 paragraph)
A: We see David had great military victories, and Yahweh helped him wherever he went (2x: 8:6, 14)! In his victories, David dedicated all the spoils to Yahweh as was right (8:4, 8, 10-12). We also see that he reigned as a just and righteous king (8:15)! The story about Mephibosheth highlights David's faithfulness (9:1, 3, 7: ḥeṡed) to his word, and especially to the promise and covenant he made with Jonathan. We once again see that he is not vindictive, nor concerned with his own power. Notice that as we turn to chapter 10, we see David once again wanting to show ḥeṡed, this time to a foreign king (10:2, 2x). Notice how Yahweh honors faithfulness, and David's commanders trusted greatly in Yahweh ('Be strong and courageous, and let Yahweh do what is right!' in 10:12)! 
16. Application: What do we learn about not seeking self, but trusting in God for everything from this section?
A:
8. The Downfall and Demise of David: 2 Samuel 11-24
Scripture: 2nd Samuel 11-24
Theme: The lure of sin has tragic, messy, and lasting consequences yet God is still gracious
Objectives: 
· To be sobered by the tragic, messy, and lasting effects of sin
· To be warned against the temptation of sin
· To be encouraged by the pervasive grace of God and be reminded to show mercy
Reading:
· Read 2nd Samuel 11-24 twice
Questions:
1. How does chapter 11 begin? What does this key us in to? (2-3 sentences)
A: Notice how the chapter begins with a statement that it was normal for kings to go to war in the Spring, and indeed Israel went to war, but that David stayed behind. He didn't have a good reason for doing so, he should have been out leading the battle as the king! Notice as well that David arose from his bed/couch in the evening to go onto the roof! Instead of fighting, he's kickin' it on the couch! Being in a place of obedience is always the safest place to be! God's battlefield is always the safest place for God's children! Contrast how safe David was in the battle with Goliath vs the dangerous consequences of him being safe!
2. What do we learn about Uriah through this account in chapter 11? (2-3 sentences)
A: Uriah is portrayed as extremely righteous. He chose to identify with the people (11:9-11) rather than go home to be with his wife (who was obviously very beautiful!)! Even after David gets him drunk, he doesn't go home to sleep with his wife!
3. List David's different sins in chapter 11? Contrast verses 25 and 27. (2-3 sentences)
A: David lusted/coveted, committed adultery, lied, manipulated (getting Uriah drunk), murdered, and possibly the worst: used his position of power to hurt the weak! The last thing that David says is that the thing shouldn't be evil in Joab's eyes, while the thing is very evil in God's eyes! Sin always deceives us, and it always corrupts our perspective on reality!
4. Thought question: Why do you think God sends Nathan to tell David a parable, rather than to confront him directly? What do we learn from this? (2-3 sentences) 
A: It is amazing how stories draw us in and get us to make value judgments without us even realizing it! It keeps our defenses down until at the end of the story, David realizes that this is about him! We all can relate to stories, and I think that's one of the reasons the Bible is so full of them. But stories always have a point!
5. What are the most significant features of Nathan's story and how does this fit into the message of the book? (1 paragraph)
A: More significant than the theft, is the power difference between the two parties. As we've been seeing all along in this book, God helps the lowly and opposes the proud. Being in a place of power is a place of great responsibility. We've seen one of the key things that makes David the king after God's heart is the fact that he didn't live for his own glory, but stood for righteousness and justice. And here he violated that... Note the key word here out of David's own mouth, he did not have 'compassion' (12:6). It is very important for those in a place of power to have compassion, and a sense of justice and righteousness for the lowly!
6. What do we learn from God's message to David (12:7-12)? How does David respond (cf. also Psalm 51)? (1 paragraph)
A: Notice that God lists all the things that Yahweh had done for him, and thus primarily his sin is one against the grace of God! God had given him everything! Wouldn't he simply trust God? In fact, God would even have given him more (12:8)! We also learn that even though God will forgive David, there are still consequences for his sin. In this case there are big consequences. Yet despite the heinousness of his sin, David humbles himself and shows godly sorrow for his sin. He repents, even though he could have had Nathan killed as well. He understands that he has primarily offended God by what he has done (cf. Psalm 51)!
7. What do we learn from the rest of the chapter (verses 15-31)? What do we learn from David fasting and praying for the child while alive, and then worshiping when he dies? What is David's logic? Why do you think the author emphasizes that Yahweh loved Solomon, and what does this teach us? (1 paragraph)
A: We see right away the tragic consequences of David's sin: the child must die! But then, as the servants point out (12:21), David does something unusual. He fasts and prays and pleads for the child while the child is alive, but as soon as the child dies, he worships. There is much for us to learn from this. Yahweh is a gracious and compassionate God, and David knows this well (12:22). He often relents and shows mercy. Yet after the child dies, David sees that God's decision is firm, and worships God. This is such a clear evidence of David's submission and trust in Yahweh. Yahweh knows what is best, and while He is gracious and allows us to plead with Him, ultimately we must submit to Him, for He alone is the King! God doesn't always do what we want. Notice also the emphasis that Yahweh loved Solomon. This shows so clearly Yahweh's compassion. Here, in the midst of so much sin and consequences for sin, Yahweh cares for David and Bathsheba and gives them a child and loves him! What a tender and compassionate God!
8. How are chapters 13-21 connected with what precedes? What do we learn from this connection? (1 paragraph)
A: Notice how 12:10-11 explicitly say what the consequences for David's sin is going to be, and that is what we see play out in these chapters! Just when everything seemed good, God was blessing on every side and it looked like David could do no wrong, his sin plunged him into trouble! Yet we still see David as a man after God's heart and a just king, but not the perfect king that was needed! This should cause us to think long and hard before we sin against Yahweh!
9. What happens in chapter 13? What is the primary sin here? Why do you think Amnon is then so infuriated? (2-3 sentences)
A: Just as David lusted after Bathsheba, so Amnon lusts after his sister! The main issue here is not so much the incest, as the rape and the ensuing disgrace (13:12-13). Notice as well all the scheming involved, much in the same way that David schemed against Uriah! Amnon, seemingly then driven by shame, sends her away in shame! Notice as well that 13:14 states that he was stronger and so overpowered her in this, and thus used his position of power to hurt the weak.
10. How does David respond to Amnon's crime? What do you think about this? (2-3 sentences)
A: When David hears of what happened, he is angry, and so definitely not complicit in what happened. And yet he did absolutely nothing. There seems to be some level of favoritism (ie. not justice!) because Amnon is his oldest son. The consequences for this are tragic, as we will see... We are quite possibly seeing the effects of David's sin on the way he is treating the situation. He goes easy on his son who does the same thing as he did...
11. What literary similarities do we see between verses 13:1-22 and 13:23-39 and what do these point out? (1 paragraph)
A:The literary similarities between these two stories seem to communicate a cause and effect between Amnon's crime and his death. Both of these are in effect the result of David's sin as we saw, and we continue to see a tragic 'chain reaction' through this section.
	vv. 1–22
	vv. 23–39

	1. Amnon invites Tamar to have sex with him (v.11), but she refuses (v. 12)
	Absalom invites David to join him in Baal-hazor or sheepshearing (v.24), but David refuses

	2. Tamar responds with a double refusal: ‘No, my brother, do not force me’ (v. 12)
	David responds with a double refusal: ‘No, my son, let us not all go’ (v.25)

	3. Jonadab counsels Amnon (v.5), and Amnon accepts his counsel (v.6)
	Jonadab counsels David (vv. 32–33), and his knowledge turns out to be accurate (v.35)

	4. The way to set up Tamar focuses on food and eating (vv. 5–10)
	The way to set up Amnon is at a feast (vv. 27–28)

	5. Absalom says to Tamar after she had been raped, ‘Do not take this to heart’ (v.20)
	Jonadab, after informing David of Amnon’s death, says to David, ‘Do not let my lord the king take it to heart’ (v.33)

	6. In grief Tamar tears her clothes (v.19)
	In grief David tears his clothes (v.31)

	7. Tamar remains (v.20)
	Absalom flees (vv.34, 37, 38)

	
	Literary Comparisons (Hamilton, 337)


12. Note that modern translations of 13:39 and 14:1 are most likely wrong and should be translated along the lines of, “For the spirit of King David had stopped going out to Absalom because he was feeling sorry about Amnon, since he was dead. Now Joab the son of Zeruiah knew that the king’s heart was against Absalom.” What happens in chapter 14? Comment on what you think of David's actions? What in the text helps us to decipher what God's opinion on the matter is? What's the point? (1 paragraph)
A: David's punishment of Absalom is portrayed as excessive (once again, not just, but based upon emotion). When David did nothing to Amnon for rape, he doesn't see Absalom for three years because he is pittying himself and the death of Amnon. And even when Absalom comes to Jerusalem, he doesn't see the king's face for two more years! until he has to light Joab's field on fire, just to talk to him! The speech of the lady who tells David another parable (similar to Nathan in that regard... a rebuke “the king is as one who is guilty in that the king does not bring back the banished one.”) shows God's opinion when she says that “God does not take away life, but plans ways so that the banished one will not be cast out from Him (14:14)” Thus the emphasis is on God's grace, whereas David appears to be self-pittying and retributive. God forgave David for his sin, but he appeared to be holding this against Absalom (14:32). Thus we see the need for those who have experienced God's grace to be ready and willing to show it!
13. What then happens in chapter 15 and how does this connect with what precedes? Note who goes with David? What key words are in this chapter? (1 paragraph)
A: In chapter 15 Absalom enacts his plan to seize the throne, something he was plotting for a long time. This follows on the heals of David's treatment of him and is indeed meant to be seen as a consequence (or at least result) of it. Absalom steals (the key word in 15:6 showing his unfaithfulness, they were not his people!) the heart of the nation, claiming that he would care for them more than David does (and maybe he would if we're just looking at this section!) and provide justice (key word, 15:4)! It's unclear from the Hebrew text how long Absalom waited, but it appears to have been many years (15:7) of scheming! Then he deceives his father and seizes power. Note how different Absalom was from David in not being willing to touch the Lord's anointed! Note as well that it is all the foreigners who go with David: Cherethites, Pelethites, and Gittites who came with him from Gath!!! In fact, Ittai the Gittite showed him amazing faithfulness (15:20-21)! We also see the Levites and Hushai are for him. Note as well David's submission to Yahweh through the ordeal (15:25-26). Yet David is also shown to be a man of wisdom in making provision for himself by leaving Hushai, Zadok and his sons there...
14. What do we learn from the Ziba and Shimei episodes (16:1-13)? (1 sentence)
A: Take note of David's humility! He is the Lord's anointed, and yet he accepts cursing from Shimei when he could have killed him, saying that maybe it was from Yahweh! We also see how people will shift allegiances when they are longing for power. Both Ziba and Shimei are associated with Saul, and were happy when David was out of power. 
15. As Absalom arrives in Jerusalem 16:15-23, who greets him and what does this set us up for in 17:1-14 and then also in 17:15-29? (1 paragraph)
A: Hushai, David's (older?) friend greets Absalom as he enters Jerusalem. Ahithophel always gives golden advice, and so Hushai is there to counter that advice. So Ahithophel counsels Absalom to sleep with David's concubines publicly (as fulfillment of 12:11), to make David odious in the eyes of Israel. But this then sets us up for a battle between Ahithophel and Hushai's counsel. Ahithophel suggests that Absalom immediately go for the jugular, while Hushai advises him to take his time. Hushai's plan allows time for Hushai to get a message to David (through an unnamed housewife who saves his messengers!) so David can prepare for battle. In the end we see that Yahweh uses several different means to spare David! For ultimately, this was Yahweh's will (17:14)! You can politic, you can try manipulate, you can plan, you can use intrigue, but ultimately God is the one who chooses the results!
16. What then happens in chapter 18? What is significant about the way Absalom dies? (2-3 sentences)
A: There is civil war and Absalom is killed by Joab, against the explicit instructions of David. Who was right here? David appears to be portrayed again as being driven by emotion still rather than caring about what is best for the nation. Absalom committed high treason! But was what Joab did right in going against the king? Notice that Absalom's long beautiful hair is the means of his demise! His pride/glory leads to his death, so appropriate for this book!
17. What do you think the point is of David's intense mourning over Absalom? What is the author trying to communicate? (2-3 sentences)
A: It is very interesting to contrast the way David mourns over Absalom and the way he mourns over the child who died of Bathsheba. Possibly what we are seeing here is David's intense mourning is due to the fact that Absalom wasn't in right relationship with Yahweh, and David knew it! In any case we see that Joab's words in verses 19:5-7 emphasize how irrational David's mourning was. David was loving those who hated him and hating those who loved him. If David wouldn't control himself, he would loose the entire kingdom! Self-focus always distracts us from truly caring about the good of others. There is a huge need for leaders to be strong to stand up for what is right, no matter what the cost personally. We see the effects here of sin on David's own self-consciousness as well. Sin affects us! We also see the boldness and courage once again of Joab, who tells the king what he needs to hear, even when it isn’t easy!
18. When David returns to Jerusalem and is made king over Israel again, what does he do? (2-3 sentences)
A: David makes Amasa (whom Absalom had made commander in place of Joab) commander above Joab (is this fair to Joab?!? Is David being vindictive?). He doesn't kill anyone (19:22) (even treasonous and cursing Shimei!), but returns and seems to try to treat people justly in the aftermath of the mess that has been created (which is probably the point!).
19. What then happens in 20:1-22? (2-3 sentences)
A: Then there is another revolt! One follows after the other, as consequence is piled upon consequence! Sin is always trying to deceive us and tell us that it will be so sweet to indulge and there will be no consequences. But sin always has devestating consequences! Sheba convinced the north not to follow David. So Amasa leads the battle against him, but Joab murders Amasa (he is vindictive!), and then surrounds the city to which Sheba has fled. A wise woman kills Sheba and delivers the city!
20. Compare the summary of David's latter years in 2 Samuel 20:23-25 with the summary of David's previous years in 2 Samuel 8:15-18. What is the difference in the accounts and why? (2-3 sentences)
A: The lists of officials bookend the story of David's kingdom (chs. 9-20). The statement that “David administered justice and righteousness” is of course missing from the second summary. The “external trappings of leadership are all in place, but national trust in that leadership has severely waned” (Hamilton, 359). Things have changed since chapter 8...
21. What is the point of chapter 21:1-14? (2-3 sentences) 
A: The sins of Saul and David bookend the final chapters of the book. Years after Saul's death, Yahweh brings a famine (covenant curse) on the land and the cause is a sin of Saul! Sin indeed does have lasting consequences! All sin needs to be made right! Once David made atonement and made everything right, God was moved by prayer for the land (21:14)! 
22. What do we see in 21:15-22 and in 23:8-39? (2-3 sentences)
A: We see David's accomplishments against the Philistines and David's mighty men struck down giants! Notice how these bracket David's psalms which hit on the main theological themes of the book. These mighty men of course highlight God's great strength, and the need for courage and faith in Him!
23. What is the emphasis of David's Psalm in chapter 22? (1 paragraph)
A: The fact that Yahweh saves (22:3 [3x], 4, 28, 36, 42, 47 + many synonyms!) is emphasized greatly in this psalm! When David was in distress he called to Yahweh, and Yahweh rescued him! Notice that David's righteousness (22:21, 25) is the basis of God's vindication of him. Here, David's righteousness should not be seen as we often think of it in the NT (imputation), but his righteousness as we have seen is his humble living by faith in the care of justice for others and not himself. We see this major theme in 22:28 as well, that Yahweh saves the afflicted! But He abases the haughty! Thus God shows up to those who in humble dependence upon Him call out for help! Furthermore, he ends the psalm with an emphasis on the Davidic covenant, that Yahweh is faithful to His word to work through David's descendants to accomplish His plan!
24. What then is the emphasis of his last words in 23:1-5? (2-3 sentences)
A: David's last words emphasize the blessedness of a righteous ruler, who rules by the fear of Yahweh (23:3)! The fear of Yahweh is living in humble dependence upon Him and not on yourself. This indeed is the major theme of the book! There is such a need for a righteous ruler, who cares for justice and the weak! This is the kind of ruler that God wants and the people need! 
25. Identify the theological problem in 2 Samuel 24:1. How would you solve this problem (if it is meant to be solved)? What makes taking a census so wrong? Why go into detail in including the story about Jerusalem? What's the point of ending the book like this? (2-3 paragraphs)
A: Why would Yahweh incite David to sin!?! This passage, like so many in the OT affirms the complete and total sovereignty of Yahweh. As we see by comparing with 1 Chronicles 21:1, we see that Satan was the intermediate means by which Yahweh incited David. But as with Job, we see that because Yahweh is completely sovereign and it was His plan that Israel should be judged, the biblical authors have no problem attributing the act to Yahweh!
The reason that David took the census was to determine the number of fighting men (24:9). This census was to be able to know what fighting strength the nation had. What was so wrong about this (Joab knew immediately!) is that it showed a lack of trust in Yahweh! Yahweh was the one who fought their battles for them! Didn't David remember Goliath! Humble trust in Yahweh is better than a million Goliaths!
And as before, sin always has consequences. Yet this time, David chose to fall into the hands of Yahweh because He is merciful, and so the plague was chosen. And just as David knew, God indeed was merciful and stopped the plague as David made the sacrifice and prayed for the land (at the future temple mount no less, cf. 1 Kings 8:29)! So the last verse in the book ends on a note of God's great mercy! We also continue to see David's humility (I have sinned, verse 17; and I will not sacrifice what costs me nothing, verse 24). Thus the book ends with the theme of the book, Yahweh is merciful and will help those who humbly trust in and call out to Him for salvation!
26. [Optional] Thought question: David is a very complex character in the Bible, but nowhere is this better demonstrated than in 2 Samuel 12-21. Describe in detail how David is portrayed here. Please include a description of his emotional, spiritual and physical state.
A:
27. Application: What do we learn about dealing with peoples' sin from this section (ours and others)?
A: 
9. King Solomon: 1 Kings 1-11
Scripture: 1st Kings 1-11
Theme: God Exalts David's Son to Reign over the Greatest Kingdom on Earth
Objectives: 
· To be amazed at the awesome blessing of the presence of God
· To be encouraged by the unflinching faithfulness of God
· To be challenged to use our blessings for justice and righteousness
· To be warned by the deceptive appeal of sin
Reading:
· Read 1st Kings 1-11 twice
Questions:
1. Who do you think the books of Kings were written to? What were the recipients like at that time and what do you think the point of the book was to them? (1 paragraph)
A: Most likely, the books were written to the Israelites during the exile. Assuming the books of Kings were written together (or at least compiled and brought together for a single purpose), then we see that the last event in these books is Jehoiachin being brought into the king's presence in Babylon. We also see a huge emphasis on the covenant in these books. As their position in the Former Prophets keys us in to, they are calling the nation as a whole back to covenant faithfulness. The nation had rebelled and now was in exile as a result of their sin. Yet God wasn't done with the nation and so they are called back to faithfulness to Him! 
2. Comment on Yahweh's sovereignty as displayed in Kings. (1 paragraph)
A: Yahweh alone is the one true God and Israel’s fundamental mistake is their failure to recognize this fact. Religious unfaithfulness is the greatest failing of the kings. This is expressed in the regnal formula at the end of each reign. Whether or not they were a good king is determined not by their economic or political accomplishments, but by their faithfulness to Yahweh. This comes to clearest expression in the exile. Israel is exiled not because they were defeated by Assyria and Babylon, per se, but because their God was punishing them for unfaithfulness. This may seem like a basic point, but it simply shows that Kings is religious or theological history, not simply “scientific” or “factual” history.
3. Comment on how Kings differs from other royal annuls. (2-3 sentences)
A: Kings is very different from other “royal annuls” in that it highlights the failure of the kings, not their successes. This of course is related to the theological point of Kings, that Yahweh is faithful to keep His Word!
4. Note where we see the continued emphasis on David in Kings.
A: 1 Kings 15:3-4; 2 Kings 8:19; 14:3; 16:2; 18:3; 19:32-34; 22:2. Many times kings are spared punishment or their punishment is reduced for the sake of David (1 Kings 11:34; 15:4; 2 Kings 8:19). Hezekiah is delivered and Jerusalem is saved not because of Hezekiah’s righteousness but because of David (2 Kings 19:34; 20:6). Conditional Aspects. 1 Kings 2:2-4. 1 Kings 8:25. 1 Kings 9:4-5. God is faithful to His covenant to David despite the people.
5. How do you think the author intends to portray Solomon in the story of Adonijah (ch 1) and the other events in his coming to the throne (ch 2)? Think about how Solomon treats Adonijah, Joab, Abiathar and Shimei. What point do you think the author is making and how is he portraying these events? (1-2 paragraphs)
A: Notice that the author explains that Adonijah didn't consult with certain of David's officials. This is very different from how David became king, who never did anything of deceit or manipulation, but waited until Yahweh made clear that he was the king. Thus the author seems to portray Adonijah's ascent as not good. Furthermore, Nathan the prophet (the one with direct access to God!) wasn't consulted and is against the plan, and moreover, we learn that David was against the plan when reminded of his oath. So David keeps his word (1:30) and plans for Solomon to become king. 
Now while it is against our sensibilities that Solomon kills Adonijah, Joab, and Shimei, notice that there are details surrounding these executions. For Joab and Shimei, it is David that tells Solomon that they deserve to die (and indeed we see the reasons for this in the books of Samuel). Moreover, we see that Solomon gives Adonijah and Shimei a chance to prove themselves, while with Joab, he deserves to die as we've already seen (2:32; cf. 2Sa 3:29). Abiathar isn't even killed, even though he deserves to for his treason (2:26-27). So it appears that Solomon is being portrayed as wise, gracious and righteous in his dealings with these men. 
Think for a moment of how other kings ascended to the throne. They quickly killed anyone who might possibly be a threat. And yet Solomon didn't kill anyone without (good) reason. We need to remember that Solomon is the king and is responsible for the entire country. Civil war and many deaths result from mismanaged and mangled leadership, and so it appears the author is showing Solomon's wisdom in his dealings. He is firm and yet reasonable, gracious and just. It is also a big deal for the author that David is in favor of what happens (1:48; 2:5-9) and indeed his command to kill Joab and Shimei is directly connected with his charge to Solomon to be a man and act courageously, following Yahweh (2:2-4). Thus everything appears to bear Yahweh's stamp of approval. A righteous leader has to stand up and make the hard choices to stand for the good of the people.
6. 1 Kings 2:3-4 seems to indicate that the “Davidic covenant” is conditional, that David’s sons must obey God to maintain the Davidic dynasty. But 2 Sam 7:12ff seems to indicate that God’s promise to David is unconditional. Disobedience from the Davidic kings will be met with divine discipline (2 Sam 7:12-13), but not a cessation of God’s promise to keep a Davidic king on the throne. So, is God’s promise to David conditional (1 Kings 2:3-4) or unconditional (2 Sam 7:12ff)? And why the apparent tension? (1 paragraph)
A: As we have seen elsewhere with the Abrahamic and Mosaic covenant, we see the same tension here. God will certainly bring about His unconditional promise (Abrahamic covenant), but must use people who are in relationship with Him (Mosaic covenant). Indeed, the Davidic covenant is clearly given as unconditional, and this understanding of the covenant as everlasting and unconditional is repeated frequently in Scripture (especially in Psalms!). Thus, when we see 'conditional' aspects of the Davidic covenant, we are reminded that God will certainly keep His promise, but He will certainly fulfill it with a perfectly righteous king! There will one day be a king who fulfills but the conditional and unconditional aspects of the covenant, who will walk before Yahweh with all their heart and with all their soul and thus reign over Yahweh's righteous kingdom forever!
7. How does chapter 3 begin (1-4)? What do we see then in the rest of the chapter and what is emphasized? (1 paragraph)
A: We see that Solomon marries Pharaoh's daughter. Solomon loved Yahweh, but kept the high places... There may also be a hint in that he was to build 1) his house, 2) God's house, 3) the wall around Jerusalem. The order should have been 2, 3, 1! We see good about Solomon, yet there are cracks which hint at his eventual downfall. As Yahweh meets Solomon, he acknowledges Yahweh's great ḥeṡed (3:6). He also responds in humility (3:7) and asks for wisdom and discernment to judge righteously (3:9). This was obviously good (3:10)! Note as well he didn't just ask for wisdom in general, but wisdom to judge righteously (3:11). This is confirmed in the episode of the two women. As we come to the end the episode is summarized as showing that Solomon had wisdom to administer justice (3:28). Thus we see the importance for the king to be just! Not living for himself but caring about the lowly and standing for them! 
8. What is emphasized in chapters 4-7? Do you think that the author is trying to make an implicit point by comparing the amount of time spent in building the temple and palace of Solomon? If so, what is that point? (1 paragraph)
A: Notice how grandiose everything is! There were numerous officials (4:1-19), numerous people (4:20), much land (5:1, 4), much food (5:2-3), many horsemen (5:6), much wisdom (5:9-14)! Yahweh has blessed beyond measure! Notice one of the major themes in this section is the inclusion of outsiders. Even Hiram blesses Yahweh (5:7)! But we also see that Solomon's house took 13 years to build, almost double of the temple! It was also bigger! So it does appear that there is at least a subtle point here that Solomon put more work into his house than God's! All the grandeur of Yahweh's blessing also appears to be the source of his fall! We won't see that until chapter 11, but there are hints of it here. Notice as well the Word of Yahweh inserted in 6:11-13. It is a reminder of the conditionality of God's promise, and thus a subtle warning and hint that all is not perfect!
9. Chapter 8 obviously contains the bulk of the theological weight of this section. So, break up chapter 8 into its various sections (five). Then highlight the major theological truths in each section. (5 paragraphs)
A: 
1-11: The ark is brought into the temple and Yahweh's glory filled the temple (8:10-11)! Obviously, the primary significance of the ark, and then also of the temple, is that of the presence of God. In a very real way, although not completely, Yahweh dwelt within the temple in Jerusalem! He identified thus with His people, and His reputation was bound up with them! The Davidic Covenant has further clarified and narrowed how God planned to bring about the Abrahamic Covenant, and thus God's glory is now bound to the Davidic Dynasty and the Davidic Capital of Jerusalem!
12-21: Solomon blesses the people. Solomon begins a lengthy series of speeches by blessing the people. When Yahweh's presence is with His people, they are surely blessed! Not only are the people blessed, but Yahweh is blessed (8:15)! He deserves all blessing for what He has done. And central to those blessings is Yahweh's election of David (8:16)! God's election is the foundation of His grace from which all other blessings flow! 
22-53: Solomon's prayer. Note the chiastic structure of this chapter. This is at the heart and center of the chapter. The prayer begins with an emphasis on Yahweh's covenant faithfulness and His ḥeṡed (8:23)! He is the one who deserves the glory, because He keeps His promises to fulfill His good and gracious plan! He has chosen to dwell with His people Israel because of His grace, even though the temple cannot even begin to contain Him (8:27)! Yet since He chose Israel and Jerusalem to be the place where His name dwells (8:29), it is His covenant faithfulness which is the basis for answered prayer (8:30)! Then in 8:31-53, Solomon begins a series of 'if' statements, asking Yahweh to be faithful to His promises in different situations. Note in this section especially, there is a huge emphasis on the Torah. Many of the covenant curses in the Torah are brought up and yet Solomon appeals to Yahweh that even when His people disobey, and are under covenant curse, because of His faithfulness, when they return to Him that He hear and forgive them! The section in 8:41-43 is especially noteworthy in its emphasis on the foreigner. The reason that Yahweh should hear the foreigner is so that all the peoples of the earth may know Yahweh's name and fear Him (8:41-43)! This prayer ends with the ultimate covenant curse, the exile (which of course was mentioned even in Deuteronomy!). Yet even then, may God hear their prayers to Him because they are His chosen people! Thus His covenant faithfulness and His election of His people are the basis for His ongoing answers to prayer!
54-61: Solomon's benediction. As before the prayer, Solomon blesses the people again. As before, Yahweh is to be blessed, this time because none of His promises have failed (8:56)! Thus he prays again that Yahweh be with His people, for His presence is the ultimate blessing. And he prays that their hearts may be inclined to Yahweh, because that is what is needed. And as always, the ultimate basis for this is the glory of Yahweh, that all the peoples of the earth may know that Yahweh is the only true God (8:60)!
62-66 Sacrifices and feast: After the prayer Solomon makes an absolutely massive sacrifice (22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep!) and they celebrated a huge feast to Yahweh! And all the people went home rejoicing in the goodness that Yahweh had shown to David! What a celebration of the goodness of God!
10. What do we then see in 9:1-9? How does this fit into where the narrator is moving us? (1 paragraph)
A: Then in chapter 9, after this great celebration, Yahweh affirms that He has heard Solomon's prayer and indeed again affirms the promise that He will put His name there forever! and that He will put His heart and eyes there forever (9:3)! Yet, God then continues by giving the conditional aspects of the covenant (9:4-5), “If you obey, then .” But then Yahweh even gets even more strong with His warning. If they rebel they will be cut off and Israel will become a byword! Notice however that the promise itself is unconditional in that Yahweh will forever have His name dwell on His temple, but Solomon and his children's inclusion is dependent upon their actions (9:4- “as for you”; 9:6- “If you or your sons...”), and Israel will indeed suffer for their rebellion.
11. What do we see in 9:10-10:29 and why do you think the author emphasizes this? Compare chapter 10 with what we saw earlier in chapter 4. Is there a different emphasis, and if so what? And if so, why? (1 paragraph)
A: We see the absolute wealth of Solomon in this section. However, when we compare with chapter 4, it's likely the author is purposefully emphasizing something different. In chapter 10, there is a massive emphasis on gold and on the greatness of the army. Whereas chapter 4 emphasized the greatness of the people and the abundance of provision for them. This could be a subtle way of the author moving our focus and showing that Solomon was wrong headed in his pursuits. Was he amassing gold and other treasures, when he should have been seeking to bless the people and strengthen the weak??? It seems much more extravagant and not focused on the people like earlier. Certainly we are about to come to the turning point of the book. There is oppulance and excess...
12. What key theme do we see then in 10:1-13 with the Queen of Sheba? Why do you think the author includes her in the story? (1 paragraph)
A: As with earlier in the biblical account (and earlier in this passage with Hiram), we see that outsiders are hearing of Yahweh's fame! Here the Queen of Sheba is completely shocked at how great Solomon's kingdom is and of all the wisdom Yahweh gave to him (10:7), and ultimately, she blesses Yahweh for it (10:8)! Notice as well the ongoing theme of justice and righteousness in these books that continue (from Samuel) to establish the need for a righteous king (10:9).
13. What then happens in chapter 11? What was the cause? What is the result? (1 paragraph)
A: This chapter is where everything goes downhill! It all begins with Solomon's love for foreign wives (11:1)! And in turn, his love for these women turned his heart after other gods (11:4). Thus we see the importance of our hearts! We need to love Yahweh with all that we are! And so, Yahweh is going to tear the kingdom from Solomon and give it to another. Yet, because Yahweh had chosen David and Jerusalem, He would not utterly forsake them. There is still hope because of Yahweh's faithfulness! And so, Yahweh raised up enemies for Solomon (Hadad the Edomite, Rezon from Aram, Jereboam)... Indeed this theme is emphasized again when Yahweh promises to give the north to Jereboam, but once again the David covenant is brought up as the reason why there will be one tribe left to David, and the lamp will not go out forever! David will always have a dynasty and a line, and Jerusalem will forever be the city of the king (11:34-36)! And so, Solomon dies (11:41-43).
14. Thought question: By 1 Kings 11, Solomon seems to have violated Deuteronomy 17 by multiplying horses and wives, and “greatly increasing silver and gold for himself” (Deuteronomy 17:17). However, God promised to give him “riches and honor” in 1 Kings 3:13. Was Solomon’s riches, wealth, etc. a bad thing, a blessing from God, or what? How do you resolve this apparent tension? (1 paragraph)
A: Solomon indeed has violated Deuteronomy 17, and the wives in particular were clearly wrong (they did exactly what Yahweh warned they would!). Yet God indeed did promise to bless him with riches. But the wrong here appears to be in how Solomon horded the riches for himself. There doesn't appear to be any emphasis on him using his riches to help others. When blessed immensely by God, we should be using these blessings to stand for justice and righteousness and help others!
15. Thought question: List and describe all the incidents in Solomon’s life prior to 1 Kings 11, which are cast in a more negative light by the author. Some of these may be explicit, but others may be implicit (i.e. pseudo-objective narration). (1 paragraph)
A: 
16. Application: In what ways has God been faithful to us and has blessed us immensely? 
A: 
17. Application: What do we learn about the dangers of blessing and the deceitfulness of sin from this passage?
A: 
18. Application: With the emphasis on justice and righteousness in this passage, what do you think the lesson is for those who have been blessed by Yahweh?
A: 

10. The Decline of Israel and Judah: 1 Kings 12-22
Scripture: 1st Kings 12-22
Theme: Yahweh is the Real King, whose Word has Ultimate Authority over every Human King
Objectives: 
· To be challenged to submit to the absolute sovereignty of Yahweh
· To be encouraged by the absolute faithfulness of Yahweh to His Word
· To be strengthened by the power of God available to those who trust Him
· To be vitalized by grace of God towards those who are weak
Reading:
· Read 1st Kings 12-22 twice
Questions:
1. Comment on how the prophetic Word is portrayed in Kings. (1 paragraph)
A: Yahweh's Word has final authority and all power in Kings! All of the kings were subject to Yahweh's prophetic Word! Note how often kings were paired with prophets, as if to say that they were under those prophets and needed that direct access to God for proper rule (Samuel & Saul, Nathan & David, etc.). Kings are servant rulers in submission to Yahweh. Note also prophecies and their fulfillments: 1 Kings 22:23 – 22:37; 2 Kings 1:6 – 1:17 ; 1 Kings 21:21-23 – 2 Kings 9-10; 1 Kings 13:2 – 2 Kings 23:15-20.
2. What key words are repeated multiple times in the incident of Rehoboam being made king that show us what the author is emphasizing (12:1-19)? What is the narrator trying to get across in this? As a side, note the implications about Solomon as well and not just Rehoboam in this section. What does this teach us about Solomon's use of his great wealth and what the author is trying to impress upon us as it comes to kings? (1 paragraph)
A: The key words service/serve, yoke, and discipline occur many times in this section. The key question at hand is whether the people will serve the king or whether or not he will serve them (12:7)! Indeed it seems to be a key point that the author is making that kings should be servants to the people. We even see the implication here (as we already noted in the previous section) that Solomon was a hard taskmaster over the people! Thus we see that he used the people for the sake of his riches, rather than the other way around! Note that it is Rehoboam's taskmaster that is killed. Thus we are continuing to see the need in Kings for a righteous king, one who cares about justice and righteousness and cares for the lowly!
3. What then does Rehoboam plan to do in response and what happens in 12:20-24? (2-3 sentences)
A: Rehoboam plans a civil war to regain control over all Israel, but Yahweh sends a prophet to stop him from fighting against their brothers. We see how Yahweh is directing events and how His Word has ultimate authority, not the desire of kings!
4. What does Jeroboam do in 12:25-33? What is the significance of this for the rest of the book? (1 paragraph)
A: Because Jeroboam fears that the people continuing with their current religious practices (ie. going to Jerusalem for the feasts and sacrifices) will turn their hearts back to David (12:27), Jeroboam institutes an entirely new religious and sacrificial system (new priests and all!) that he devised himself (12:33)! At the heart of this religious system he creates two golden calves at the very north and south of his kingdom (Dan and Bethel), that will “keep his people” within Israel. This plunges the entire northern kingdom into idolatry and sin, and all of the kings of the north from here on out continue to follow Jeroboam's false religion and thus none of the northern kings are good (cf. 13:33-34)!
5. The narrator includes an extended story about an unnamed prophet in chapter 13. Why do you think this story is included? What point is the narrator trying to make? Note especially why the author includes the extended part of the narrative in 13:11-32. What key word is repeated 14 times and what is emphasized by this repetition? (1-2 paragraphs)
A: Obviously, Jeroboam's new religion was not approved by Yahweh, so Yahweh graciously sends a prophet to confront him at Bethel! Jeroboam, being hardened in his rebellion, doesn't listen to the prophet but calls out for the prophet's seizure. But Yahweh's Word is authoritative, and His prophet has power, so Jeroboam's hand dried up as he called out the command and the altar split! Jeroboam asks the prophet to pray for him and his hand is restored. So we see that even kings are subject to Yahweh's Word. 
But as the prophet is leaving, Jeroboam asks him to stay and eat, and we are introduced to an important command that Yahweh had given him, that he isn't to eat or drink (13:9). But as he continues home another prophet comes to him and invites him to eat and drink at his house, and lies to the first prophet that Yahweh had told him so. The first prophet believes him and eats and drinks with the second prophet. The point of the narrative is that Yahweh's Word never changes! The prophet should have known that the man was lying to him, because Yahweh's Word has such inherent authority that it never changes! This of course is an ongoing lesson throughout the ages! We see that the prophet was indeed in the wrong in 13:26 which shows that He went against God's command.
The key word that is repeated is the word 'turn' (13:4, 6, 9, 10, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 26, 29, 33). The majority of these uses are physical, but in the last one, Jeroboam, who is desperately trying to prevent his people from returning to Jerusalem, refuses to (re)turn. But the only way he could have any future is by (re)turning to Yahweh!
6. How then does the account of Jeroboam end in 14:1-20? What is emphasized in this account? Yahweh had promised Jeroboam that he would have a “sure house” if he obeyed (1 Kings 11:38-39), yet Jeroboam fails (14:6–16). Why? (1 paragraph)
A: Jereboam's son becomes sick, and because he wanted to know what would become of him, he had his wife disguise herself to visit one of Yahweh's prophets! Yet the prophet knows what she is doing, and predicts the downfall of Jereboam and all his house because Jereboam didn't follow Yahweh with all his heart as David had. Moreover, he had chased after foreign gods and thus provoked Yahweh to anger. Once again, we continue to see the authority of the prophetic words emphasized in Kings. What the prophet says, happens! The kings are subject to Yahweh, whether they are righteous or evil!
7. How then does the account of Rehoboam end in 14:21-31? What is emphasized here? Compare and contrast the two dynasties (which continue on from this point forward). (1 paragraph)
A: Rehoboam also does evil and builds high places and worshiped foreign gods, committing many abominations to Yahweh! Thus Yahweh sent Shishak king of Egypt to take everything gold away from Rehoboam. Thus we see that Rehoboam isn't any better than Jeroboam! But as we'll see, the temple is still in Jerusalem, and Rehoboam's line is still the Davidic line. In the north there is a constant change of dynasties, while in the south, while there are ups and downs, the Davidic line continues on unbroken. All of Israel's kings are bad, while only most of Judah's kings are bad...
8. From chapter 15 on, the narrator uses a “regnal formula” to introduce each king. Write as many elements of this formula as you can find. Name several purposes for this formula—what does it tell us about the kings it describes? What makes a king good or bad according to the narrator? (1 paragraph)
A: As we see in 15:1-3, we see in what year the king became king (usually in the year of the opposing dynasty), who is his father and mother, how long he reigned, and whether or not he followed after Yahweh like David or not! This of course emphasizes that the most important part of a king's rule was whether or not he was in right relationship with Yahweh! We continue to see an emphasis on the high places, to what extent did the king follow Yahweh wholly, or was there compromise in his devotion (cf. 15:14).? Especially for the northern kings, all of them are compared to Jeroboam and it is noted for all of them that they continued the false religion started by the first king of Israel... The fact that they are evaluated shows that there is a higher authority over them.
9. What else stands out in chapters 15-16? What do you think the author is emphasizing? (1 paragraph)
A: One thing that stands out is how the Davidic line continues, even when its kings are wicked. This is due to Yahweh's faithfulness to the Davidic covenant (15:4-5)! Yet we also see God's grace in that the son of an evil king was a good king who trusted in Yahweh (15:14). Each king can choose whether to trust in Yahweh or not, because of Yahweh's faithfulness, there is always opportunity to repent. Also note the major emphasis that Yahweh's word always comes true. Yahweh's word has authority! The author is sure to point out when a prophecy is fulfilled (15:29)! Notice the ongoing interjection of the prophets who deliver Yahweh's words and verdicts to the kings. When a prophet speaks for Yahweh, we can wait to see that fulfilled later in the story (16:1-4, 10-13; cf. also verse 7, 18-19, 34)...
10. What stands out as we are introduced to Elijah in chapter 17? What do you think the author is trying to impress upon us from this chapter? (1 paragraph)
A: Obviously, right from the start we are presented with the authority of the prophets in Elijah's word that there will be no rain except by his word (17:1)! Then Yahweh's word comes to Elijah and tells him to hide by the brook, for Yahweh has commanded the ravens to care for him there (17:4)! God has absolute authority, even over the birds! Then God's Word came to him and told him to go to Zarephath, for Yahweh had commanded a widow to provide for him there (17:9)! Not only can Yahweh command the birds, but He also has the power to command poor and helpless widows that don't even know Yahweh has control over their lives!!! We are amazed at the display of faith of this widow who gives her last bit of food to Elijah (17:12), and are left with the impression that it could only by the omnipotent power of God that could instill such faith in someone, a foreign widow no less! Thus we see that Yahweh has authority over Israel in bringing drought upon them, while at the same time has authority in Zarephath, Jezebel's home country! God can command even without words! And Yahweh upheld his Word to this foreign widow (17:16)! Thus we are once again shown Yahweh's care for outsiders, for the weak, poor, and lowly! Finally, at the end of the story we are shown the power of prayer in that Yahweh hears the voice of His prophet (17:22)! Thus we see that there is a two way relationship between Yahweh and His prophet and indeed this miraculous answer to prayer (raising the dead!) vindicates that indeed Elijah is God's man and he speaks Yahweh's words (17:24)!
11. What do you think is emphasized in the intro to the story of Mount Carmel with Obadiah? Contrast Obadiah's and Ahab's treatment of Elijah. What are the major points of emphasis in the story of Elijah on Mount Carmel? What do you think the postscript to the story in 18:42-46 emphasizes? (1 paragraph)
A: It seems that Obadiah and Ahab's responses to Elijah are being contrasted. Obadiah respects Elijah, while Ahab doesn't! So as we come to the story of the prophets of Baal vs Elijah on the mountain, we see the ultimate showdown between Yahweh and Baal! Of course of note is that Baal is the 'storm god', so what Elijah proposes is on his 'home turf'. We see that Baal is no god at all, and Elijah mocks their foolhearty trust in nothingness (18:29)! When it is Elijah's turn, he pours buckets and buckets of water on the sacrifice, to display the amazing power of Yahweh! What is at stake is Yahweh's name and reputation (18:36-37), and clearly, Yahweh loves to vindicate His own glory! But it is also important that Elijah asks that he would be vindicated in the process as well, for he truly was Yahweh's servant (18:36). And so Yahweh displays His power once again! We see Elijah's faith in the postscript to the story in that even though Yahweh had promised rain and there is no sign of it, Elijah anticipates the answer to Yahweh's Word and prays for its fulfillment! What a lesson for us as well. We can be sure that God will keep His promises, even when it doesn't appear so. And at the very smallest sign that the promise would be fulfilled, Elijah was confident that Yahweh was doing what He said (18:44)!
12. After all that, what do you think the lessons of chapter 19 are? What do we learn for ourselves from this (especially about our weaknesses and about our God)? (1 paragraph) 
A: Yet even after such an amazing display of Yahweh's power, Elijah is weak in chapter 19 and fears Jezebel (19:3)! As is true of so many of us, in a moment of despair he becomes dramatic (19:4) and looses faith. Yet it is beautiful how gracious God is with Elijah in this! God understands our weakness (Elijah had just run a long, long way 18:46, 19:4), and so God strengthens and helps him. There are so many lessons for us here! We are all so fickle. Even the best of us, who have demonstrated great faith are weak at times. We need to be patient and caring and help each other to trust Yahweh more and more! Yahweh was so gracious with Elijah, and met and helped him in his weakness, rather than blasting him for it. Moreover, we see so clearly here how the physical and spiritual are often so closely tied together. It is no coincidence that he loses faith when he is so weak and tired... And yet, in his weakness, Yahweh meets Elijah on the mountain. And Yahweh doesn't meet him in a display of His omnipotent power, but in a display of His gentleness. What a gracious and caring God, even while Elijah is still struggling with faith (19:10)!!! It is also in this moment of weakness, that Yahweh gives Elijah help (19:17-18)!
13. What do you think the point of chapter 20 is? Specifically, why do you think Yahweh allows wicked Israel to be victorious (hint: which two verses in the text give explicit reasons for this that then keys us in to the purpose of the whole chapter)? (1 paragraph)
A: The two key verses in this chapter that give us God's purpose in allowing Israel to defeat Aram are 20:13 and 20:28. Yahweh wants to make Himself known! In this case, He even does it through wicked and rebellious Israel! However, His name is still attached to Israel in some ways (at least to the Arameans!), and thus it is His reputation alone which is the basis for His action here. Notice as well the involvement of other prophets in this chapter. This reinforces again that Elijah isn't alone! But it also continues to emphasize the authority of God's Word. Notice how in 20:35-36 the man who refuses to obey the prophet is instantly killed by a lion. As this unnamed prophet gives a prophecy of Ahab's death, we know it is only a matter of time before Yahweh's Word comes to pass...
14. What do you think the point of chapter 21 is? Think about who the main players in this chapter are and how each of them are being portrayed? How does the chapter end and what does this teach us? (1 paragraph)
A: Notice how the really evil one in this story is Jezebel! Certainly, Ahab is no good king, but she is shown to be completely vicious with no sense of justice whatsoever! Obviously, part of the lesson here (as we have already seen in Kings), is to show how pagan wives and their gods can be the downfall of good men (think Solomon). Obviously there are huge lessons for all of us, what are we allowing to influence us! But of even more importance is the way this chapter ends. Even despite all the evil that Ahab had done, when he is rebuked by Elijah, he humbles himself and repents! Thus Yahweh is gracious to him and spares him! This is Ahab no less, one of the worst kings of the north in many ways. This is such a great example for us of the mercy of Yahweh, and that He always hears those who humbly call out to Him!
15. How then does the book end in chapter 22? What do you think is emphasized in this chapter? Who is introduced? (1 paragraph)
A: Interestingly, although Jehoshaphat agrees to ally himself with Ahab (compromise!), yet he still insists on seeking Yahweh first. Yet then he goes anyway, against the prophet's advice. That is bound to turn out badly (yet note how Yahweh spares him and only kills Ahab! What grace!)! Notice the huge emphasis on the prophets in this chapter. There are tons of lying prophets who predict their success, yet the one prophet from Yahweh boldly declares their imminent ruin. Note that Yahweh is the one who initiates Ahab's destruction by sending a lying spirit to his false prophets to encourage him to fight! Thus we continue to see Yahweh's absolute sovereignty over all events and yet at the same time, the real and fierce spiritual battle that is going on! Micaiah is thrown in prison for declaring their demise until Ahab returns, but insists that if he returns alive, then Yahweh has not spoken by him. This continues to emphasize the absolute certainty of Yahweh's Word. When Yahweh speaks, it will surely come to pass. And so it does. And the book of 1st Kings ends on that note. Ahab dies as predicted and then Jehoshaphat later dies, and new kings reign in their place...  
16. Thought question: We have seen that the relationship between prophet and king is very important in the book of Kings. Summarize the nature of that relationship. (1 paragraph)
A:
17. Application: What do we learn about God's Word from this section of Scripture? How should this understanding effect the ways that we relate to God on a daily basis?
A:
11. The End of Israel: 2 Kings 1-17
Scripture: 2nd Kings 1-17
Theme: Yahweh Works in and Warns His People, but Finally Upholds His Word in His Threats
Objectives: 
· To be stunned by the long-suffering of Yahweh towards even openly rebellious people
· To be sobered by the reality that the judgment of Yahweh finally comes
· To be challenged to remain faithful to Yahweh in the midst of wickedness
Reading:
· Read 2nd Kings 1-17 twice
Questions:
1. Even though there haven't been any good kings in Israel (the golden calves are still at Dan and Beersheba from Jeroboam I!), what do we learn about Yahweh's view of the northern kingdom from 2nd Kings 1? Is any phrase repeated that helps us to understand what the author is emphasizing? How does the chapter wrap up and what does this emphasize? (2-3 sentences)
A: Even though the north has completely abandoned Yahweh, He still views the kingdom of Israel as His kingdom! Notice the repeated phrase, “Is it because there is no God in Israel...” (1:3, 6, 16)! Ultimately, we see that Yahweh is completely sovereign even over the north, and the third captain of 50 finally realizes that he better show Yahweh some respect! Ultimately, we see the point made again that we have seen throughout Kings, the Word of Yahweh happened (1:17). Yahweh has ultimately authority, and what He says always happens, even in the North!
2. What does chapter 2 emphasize about Elisha? What do you think the significance of the double portion from Elijah is and how does this tie in to the point of this chapter? (1 paragraph)
A: Notice Elisha's persistence (2:2, 6)! Ultimately, what Elisha is seeking is a double portion from Elijah. At first, we might expect that a double portion means that Elisha will do twice as many miracles or something to that effect. In reality, what this emphasizes is that Elisha will be the heir to Elijah's prophetic ministry. Elisha didn't just want to be another prophet, but a prophet that continued bearing Elijah's torch. And that is what is emphasized in this chapter. Notice how Elisha strikes the water just as Elijah did (2:14). He is thereby confirmed in this chapter to be Yahweh's man, His prime representative to His people, Yahweh's voice to His people. Other prophets of Yahweh may have had words from Yahweh, but Elisha was to be Yahweh's spokesman just as Elijah had been. Notice how Elisha speaks and it is Yahweh's word, and He curses in Yahweh's name, and Yahweh puts action behind what Elisha says (2:21, 24)!
3. Summarize chapter 3. Note in particular the alliances of the various people in this chapter and what that emphasizes? How do each of the various people relate to Yahweh? (2-3 sentences)
A: Jehoram (the almost good king of Israel, 3:2) got Jehoshaphat (the king of Judah) to go with him through Edom (and pick up their king) to fight against the king of Moab to make him continue to pay tribute. It is interesting that the king of Israel talks about Yahweh (3:10), and seems to think He has some control (3:9), and yet isn't following Him fully or even seeking Him (3:2, 11). Jehoshaphat on the other hand, is allying with the king of Israel (not good!), but at least seeks after a prophet of Yahweh when a problem arises (3:11)!  Elisha immediately rails on the king of Israel since he clearly isn't following Yahweh (3:13), and yet helps for the sake of the king of Judah who shouldn't really be there in the first place (3:17-18)! Thus in this chapter we see Yahweh's sovereignty and once again that His Word always happens (3:20)! But we also see how fierce Yahweh's loyalty to the line of David is here as He acts on their behalf even when allied with a wicked Israelite king where he shouldn't be in the first place! The king of Moab even sacrifices his son at the end of the chapter which evidences his complete wickedness and rebellion against Yahweh, yet Yahweh still acted on behalf of His nation!
4. What do you think the point of chapter 4 is? Who do we continue to see Elisha (and Elijah before him) ministering to? (2-3 sentences)
A: Notice how the entire chapter begins with the plight of a poor and helpless widow. That seems to be a major point of this section, God helps the weak and the lowly! We see another woman also cared for in this chapter, this time a barren woman! We continue to see a correlation between Elisha and Elijah in caring for women that shows how Elisha is following in the footsteps of Elijah. As with so many of these stories, this chapter ends with a reminder that everything is happening according to the Word of Yahweh (4:44)! He is the one who is completely sovereign!
5. Who is chapter 5 now about? What verse do you think has the key point of the chapter? What do you think the point of including Gehazi's sin is? (2-3 sentences)
A: Chapter 5 then is about the salvation of a foreign leper! The high and mighty of Israel have rejected Yahweh, but Yahweh continues to work, but to the lowly! What a shame that His own people didn't trust in Him! Notice verse 15, how Naaman recognizes that Yahweh is the greatest and only true God. He will continue to sacrifice to Yahweh (5:17), and even asks for forgiveness when in fulfilling his duty with his king, he goes into the house of a pagan god (5:18)! We indeed continue to see that Yahweh is a global God and deserves to be worshiped globally! Notice how Gehazi is clearly contrasted with Naaman! Gehazi is an Israelite who should have trusted in Yahweh, and yet he is driven by greed when Naaman acted in faith in Yahweh (5:14)! The comparison is completed when Naaman's leprosy came upon Gehazi! Thus we see the contrast between the proud Israelite and the humble foreigner. God cares for the heart. It's not all just about being a descendant of Abraham, but having the faith of Abraham! Of course we also continue to see Yahweh's power and authority in that Elisha as His representative is able to see what Gehazi did and Yahweh's Word is performed through him (5:26-27)! 
6. What do you think the little story about the borrowed axe head in 6:1-7 emphasizes? (1 sentence)
A: God cares about justice, even in the little things! He doesn't just do miracles for no reason, He acts to uphold His values and character. The fact that the axe was borrowed seems to be a very prominent point of the story. If the prophet had just lost his own axe head, then it is simply his own loss. But the fact that it was borrowed shows that God cares about not wronging others, even when it seems inconsequential to us (it's just an axe head, and he didn't even do it on purpose!). 
7. Notice that eyes, sight, etc. are major themes running through chapters 6 and 7 that ties these chapters together. What point is the author making about these themes (think about this!)? How does this relate to what is emphasized about Yahweh's Word? (1 paragraph)
A: Faith, sight and eyes are a huge emphasis in this section! First, Elisha prays that God would open the spiritual eyes of his servant so that he would be able to see reality from the spiritual perspective. Then, Elisha prays that the entire army would be blinded, and later that they would regain their sight. Then at the beginning of chapter 7, Elisha predicts the salvation of the city, and the messenger doesn't believe, and so he will see it with his eyes, but not eat of it! Are you going to see with your physical eyes, or your spiritual ones!?! Will we believe the word of Yahweh, that is the question!? What Yahweh says is reality, far beyond what we can see with our limited physical senses! His Word has authority because it is ultimate truth! And so the section ends with everything happening exactly just as Yahweh said (7:16, 20)! If only people had the faith to believe!
8. In many ways chapter 8 is transitional. What are some of the things that it emphasizes? When we look at this chapter in light of the change of dynasty of Aram (8:13-15), and the change of dynasty of Israel (chapters 9-12), what verse stands out in chapter 8? (2-3 sentences)
A: We continue to see more evil kings, and yet Yahweh will not wipe out Judah because of His faithfulness to the Davidic covenant (8:19)! Even though Israel is wicked, yet Elisha still weeps over their pain (8:12)! As before, we see Yahweh's completely sovereignty in raising up and tearing down kings. He establishes new dynasties, and yet there is one dynasty that will never end, and this seems to be the point!
9. What do you think the main points of the Jehu narrative in chapters 9-10 are? (1 paragraph)
A: First and foremost, we need to look at this section as a fulfillment of Yahweh's word way back in 1st Kings 19:15-21 (9:26, 36; 10:10, 16-17, 28). Yahweh despised the wickedness of Baal worship, and so even though it took a long time!, He fulfilled His Word to bring judgment on the house of Ahab! Yet in the end we see that:“Even though Jehu wiped out Baal from Israel (10:28), he did not wipe out Jeroboam from his own heart (10:29–31)” (Hamilton, 448). Thus we see that Yahweh used Jehu to accomplish His purpose, even when Jehu himself isn't perfect. God's Word stands and will be accomplished whether or not we are trusting Him! 
10. As the story continues in chapters 11-12, what do you think the point of the story of Athaliah is (note the connection of Baal with the previous section as well as that we are now in the southern kingdom. Cf. 2nd Chronicles 22:2)? What then happens in chapter 12? (1 paragraph)
A: Notice how Athaliah (connected to Omri's household as well!) shows how very connected the north and south had become and the terrible influence Baal had on both countries! Thus Yahweh eradicates Baal from the south as well. But notice as well that Athaliah almost wiped out the Davidic line except for one little baby boy (11:3)! Thus we see Yahweh's sovereignty in preserving the Davidic dynasty and keeping His promise! Note how then Yahweh uses Jehoash to demolish Baal worship in Judah and to restore the temple. There is still a glimmer of hope in the south as the Davidic line continues on...
11. What do we see in 13:1-9 about Jehoahaz son of Jehu (which verse stands out in this section)? (1 sentence)
A: He was an evil king, and yet we see in 13:4 that when Israel was being oppressed, he called out to Yahweh,  and Yahweh heard him! How gracious and compassionate Yahweh is, even to evil kings!
12. What then do we see in 13:14-25? What does the author emphasize in this section and how? (2-3 sentences)
A: We continue to see Yahweh's grace. Even as Elisha is dying, Joash, king of Israel goes to Elisha and is given a command for his victory, yet the king's lack of faith means that there will not be total victory... 13:23 sums up the point that we have been seeing throughout this section well: Yahweh was compassionate upon Israel even when they had continually rebelled against Him. Thus we see that Yahweh's judgment upon Israel was only after much patience and compassion! Yahweh kept trying to call them back to Him but they would not listen!
13. What was Amaziah's sins according to 14:1-18? (1 sentence)
A: He was a good king, yet didn't do away with the high places. Yet the primary problem that seems to be emphasized in this section was his pride (14:10). He went to do battle with the king of Israel after his victory of Edom, yet he never consulted Yahweh!
14. Explain what is emphasized about the reign of Jeroboam II (14:23–29). How do we understand this theologically? How would you explain this to someone who says, “But I thought God brought the wicked low, and raised up the humble?” (1 paragraph)
A: Jereboam II was a very wicked and successful king. He expanded the borders of Israel greatly, and yet walked in the path of his wicked namesake Jereboam I. Note the key verses in 14:26-27 which once again gives Yahweh's compassion (not Jereboam II's righteousness!!) as the basis for this reprieve. Yahweh saw the pain of His people! Over and over in this downward spiral of the north we continue to see God's grace woven into the story. They had so many chances. So many prophets called them to return! Yahweh even saved them and showed them His power. Yet they refused to trust Him but continued worshiping the Baals. Thus we do see that Yahweh brings the wicked low and raises the humble, but not always in the ways that we expect! There is grace in His judgment, and He even disciplines the sons who He loves (more on this topic in Job and Ecclesiastes!)!
15. What is emphasized by the quick progression of events in chapters 15-16? (2-3 sentences)
A: Time speeds up as we approach the end of the nation of Israel: each king is given only a short account, and we see lots of conspiracy and death. But we also see Assyria introduced into the story (15:19, 29; 16:7, 9-10, 18), and we see one king after the next walking in the sins of Jereboam, being killed and replaced. Note the wickedness in even killing pregnant women (15:16)! Even the king of the south (Ahaz!) is causing their sons to walk through the fire (16:3)!!! We are seeing more and more intervention by these foreign nations, tribute being paid, and the end appears to be near!
16. What then happens in chapter 17? What did this exile look like according to the passage? What are the theological reasons why the kingdom of Israel was sent into exile? According to this section (and this section alone), who is Yahweh holding responsible for the exile? What sins did he/they commit (number as many as you can find)? Who are these sins ultimately traced back to in verses 21–23? (1 paragraph)
A: Finally, the northern kingdom is exiled in chapter 17. The reason stated for the exile is the idolatry of the Israelites, that they forsook Yahweh (17:7-18, 34-41). But notice that it wasn't only the kings that were guilty, but also the people ('the sons of Israel' in 17:7, 9ff.). So the people of the north were scattered and dispersed all throughout the Assyrian kingdom and people from throughout the kingdom were mixed into the northern kingdom (to break any homogeny). Thus there is a huge emphasis in this text on mixing and syncretism (especially in 24-41; cf. 17:24, 29, 32, 33, 34, 35, 41). Yahweh is the only true God who indeed powerfully saved them to be His special people (17:36-39) and He demands exclusive relationship! Thus there is a huge emphasis as well on fearing other gods and fearing Yahweh! You shall fear Yahweh alone! He alone is great and worthy to be worshipped!
17. Application: How does this section encourage us to trust God's word, both His promises and warnings?
A:
18. Application: What do we learn about Yahweh's patience and also His judgment from this passage? How should this effect the way we view evangelism?
A:

12. The End of Judah: 2 Kings 18-25
Scripture: 2nd Kings 18-25
Theme: Faithful Covenant Relationship with Yahweh is Everything, Externals are Nothing
Objectives: 
· To be challenged that simple, trusting & humble faith are what Yahweh wants
· To be reminded that Yahweh's plan works through those who trust Him but will not be thwarted by those who don't
· To stand in awe and hope for the coming of Yahweh's righteous king/kingdom which this section of Scripture sets up a great anticipation and longing for
Reading:
· Read 2nd Kings 18-25 twice
Questions:
1. As we have finished with the northern kingdom, the southern kingdom is also on the brink of destruction when Hezekiah appears as king of Judah. What characterized Hezekiah and what was the result according to 18:1-8? (2-3 sentences)
A: Hezekiah was marked by his trust in Yahweh (18:5)! He followed Yahweh with all his heart (18:6), and was zealous to tear down the idols in Judah (18:4). As a result of trusting fully in Yahweh, Yahweh was with him in whatever he did!
2. What effect does repeating the summary of Shalmeneser's defeat of the northern kingdom (18:9-12) right before the story of Sennacherib's attack of the south have? (2-3 sentences)
A: By repeating the story of the north's defeat, as well as the reason for it (the north did not obey Yahweh and didn't keep His covenant), it invites comparison with the attack of the south. When Hezekiah humbled himself, and called out to Yahweh, Yahweh saved them! It is a reminder that Yahweh is faithful and just and was so in His dealings with the north, they could have been saved as well! Yahweh is so gracious and patient!
3. What do you think of Hezekiah's actions in 18:14-16 in light of the story as a whole? (2-3 sentences)
A: It is not until Hezekiah is in utmost despair that he calls out to Yahweh for help! One wonders what would have happened if he had acted sooner, maybe verses 14-16 wouldn't have needed to happen! It is far too easy to only trust in Yahweh when we have no resources left of our own to trust in, but may we learn the lesson that we need to trust in Him always!
4. What key words are repeated in 18:17-37? What does this show us is the key issue at stake in this passage? What is the essence of Rabshakeh's speech? What tactics does he try to employ in it? (1 paragraph)
A: Notice the repetition of the words 'trust', 'confidence', 'rely' (all based upon the same root in Hebrew). We also see the word 'deliver' repeated as Rabshakeh repeatedly insists that Yahweh will not be able to save them. The issue at stake here is in whom would Israel (and Hezekiah) trust for salvation? Would they trust in Yahweh for salvation, or in the king of Assyria? Notice propaganda at its best in Rabshakeh's speech. He reasons and argues with the people to try to undermine their trust in Yahweh. He reminds them of how Assyria had conquered all the other nations (true!). He also tries to twist the fact that Hezekiah had torn down Yahweh's altars (we shouldn't be too quick to simply write off the Rabshakeh as being wrong here, the syncretism was so ingrained in Israel that many of the Israelites probably viewed the high places as being a right way to worship Yahweh as well!). Notice as well the promise he makes them of happiness in 31-32. This is Satanic deception. True happiness can only be found in trusting relationship with Yahweh!
5. How then does Hezekiah respond in chapter 19? What is emphasized in this chapter and what can we learn from this? Note especially the basis upon which Hezekiah pleads (There is so much in this chapter, think about the great truths here). (1-2 paragraphs)
A: Hezekiah responds by praying! Hezekiah completely humbles himself and seeks Yahweh by casting himself upon Him! His statement in 19:3 emphasizes the utter hopelessness of the situation, it is as though the nation were a pregnant woman about to give birth without the strength to deliver! Notice that the basis of Hezekiah's prayer is the fact that the king of Assyria had reproached the living God (19:4, 16)! It is ultimately God's reputation that is on the line, and God loves to act for the sake of His name! Hezekiah's prayer begins with an affirmation of who Yahweh is, He is the only God, the only King, the Creator of heaven and earth (19:15). Thus He is able to act! And so Hezekiah prays that Yahweh would act so that all the earth would know that Yahweh alone is God (19:19)!!! This is the right basis to pray! And so Yahweh acts in miraculous power in defense of His great reputation and saves Hezekiah and Jerusalem!!!  
Yahweh will not share His glory with another, He humbles the proud (19:22)! There is such a clear contrast, Sennacherib was arrogant in his pride while Hezekiah humbled himself in trusting Yahweh (19:22, 28). In fact, it was Yahweh's plan from the beginning that this should happen (19:25)! Because of the king's arrogance, he will be brought low before Yahweh (19:28). And ultimately, Yahweh will leave a remnant from Judah through which He will accomplish all His good plans and promises (19:31-34). And so Yahweh acts for the sake of His own name and because of His everlasting covenant which He made to David (19:34)! God will surely vindicate His faithfulness in demonstrating to the world that His plans will surely come about!
6. What then happens to Hezekiah, how does Hezekiah respond and what does God do and why in 20:1-11? (1 paragraph)
A: Hezekiah gets sick and is going to die, but when he completely humbles himself once again and prays to Yahweh, Yahweh answers him! Yahweh answers once again for His own sake and for His servant David's sake (20:6). This is very important to God. He cares a lot about His reputation and faithfulness! And God in His grace even gave to Hezekiah a miraculous sign that He would do what He said and makes the shadow go backward ten steps! 
7. After both of these two stories (Sennacherib's attack and Hezekiah's sickness), what happens in 20:12-21? How is this event portrayed? Think about the (potential) motives why Hezekiah would show his treasury to the king of Babylon. (1 paragraph)
A: After two great triumphs of faith, Hezekiah, in a time of peace and prosperity, fails to trust in Yahweh. That is how it so often is in our own lives! When a great disaster comes upon us, we call upon Yahweh. But when everything is going well, it is easy to rely upon ourselves and our human resources and planning. There really is no good reason for Hezekiah to show the treasure to the Babylonians. Here he is likely politicking with them, trying to win favor/impress them, etc. Hezekiah didn't need the Babylonians on his side, Yahweh was his strong fortress (how it's so easy to forget 185,000 Assyrians being killed in one swoop!)! And so in the end the Babylonians will be the ones that destroy Judah!
8. What then happens after Hezekiah's death in chapter 21? What do you think the author is emphasizing in this chapter? (1 paragraph) 
A: After Hezekiah's death, his son Manasseh becomes king. Manasseh is the most wicked of all of Judah's kings (21:9, 11), plunging Judah into the worst kinds of idolatry (21:6)! Notice the emphasis on verse 7, that Manasseh even introduced this horrid idolatry into the temple of Yahweh itself! Yahweh had chosen Jerusalem and the temple there to be the place where He Himself would dwell with His people. It was a holy place, the place His glory dwelt. And yet Manasseh didn't even have respect for this at all! And so, because of all of Manasseh's idolatrous wickedness in which he plunged the nation, Judah too would destroyed and exiled (21:12-15)! Note that the author points out parenthetically that besides Manasseh's idolatry (which is the focus and heart of his wickedness), the author purposefully points out his injustice as well because this is also an important emphasis (and anticipation) in Kings (21:16). Amon his son is not much better, and so the nation is now deeply steeped in idolatry...
9. What do you think is the most significant event in Josiah's life from the viewpoint of the author (in chapters 22-23)? How does this event fit into the overall narrative and help emphasize what the author is trying to communicate (both before and after these chapters)? How is it portrayed and what can we personally learn from how Josiah handled it? (1-2 paragraphs)
A: The key event in Josiah's life was the finding of the Law! From the outset, we should be shocked that the very Law of God Himself was lost in the first place! The idolatry in which Manasseh and Amon plunged the nation into for so long was so bad that they had no regard whatsoever for what Yahweh said. Thus this section serves to reinforce how wicked the people had become in forsaking Yahweh and thus is justification for why the exile was needed. Furthermore, we see that even Josiah's sweeping reforms were not enough to change the hearts of the people! Note that the text itself emphasizes that Josiah's changes were not enough to avert God's wrath (22:16-17; 23:26-27). And as soon as Josiah died, the nation quickly and tragically was plunged right back into the same idolatries. Thus as we continue to walk through kings we are learning an important lesson that goes all the way back to the Torah and looks forward to the New Covenant: the problem was with the peoples' hearts and so they needed radical spiritual transformation!
We also can learn a lot from how Josiah personally responded to finding the Law. Note his humility before God's Word. This is what the text emphasizes about Josiah's response (22:11, 19). Even though he was the king, he recognized the heinousness of their rebellion before Yahweh identifies with the people and humbled himself. We also see something that has happened several times in the OT, Josiah makes a covenant to keep the covenant (23:3)! Thus we see the usefulness of reminding ourselves and committing to obey what God has said. While we want to obey everything in Scripture, sometimes it's helpful to summarize and commit to what He has specifically said, rather than vaguely be committed to obeying everything. Thus we see Josiah obeying different aspects of the Law, and they even kept Passover (23:21-23), something that apparently was quite rare in their history (23:22)! Josiah obeyed Yahweh with all his heart and soul like no other (23:24-25)! This is the kind of response that Yahweh wants from those who trust Him, to humble ourselves before Him and have zeal to trust and obey Him!
10. Summarize Judah's last leaders and the exiles that take place in chapters 24-25. (1-2 paragraphs) 
A: Jeremiah was born near the end of Manasseh’s evil reign. 
Ahaz (735-715 B.C.) - Wicked Judean king in Isaiah 7. He was Pro-Assyrian. So Israel and Syria attacked Judah because they were Anti-Assyrian. Ahaz called to Tiglath-Pileser [Pul] (745-727 B.C.) for help who then attacked Damascus. The Assyrian king Shalmaneser V (727-722 B.C.) began sieging Samaria, and Sargon II (722-705 B.C.) destroyed it in 722 B.C.
Hezekiah (729-686 B.C.) - Good king in Isa 36-39. Anti-Assyrian [Sennacherib (705-681 B.C.)] (Isa 36-37). Pro-Babylonian (Isa 39). Assyrian kings: Esarhaddon (681-669 B.C.) followed Sennacherib and Ashurbanipal [aka. Osnappar, the last Assyrian king] (669-627 B.C.) followed him.
Manasseh (697-642 B.C.) - Wicked king, long reign. Pro-Assyrian.
Amon (642-640 B.C.) - Wicked son of Manasseh. Murdered.
Josiah (640-609 B.C.) - Good king, long reign. Judah had independence during Josiah. -> reforms. Josiah sided w/ Babylonians against Assyria/Egypt. Josiah was killed at Megiddo (609 B.C.) by Pharaoh Neco when he tried to oppose the Egyptian/Assyrian attack on Harran. Book of the law found (622 B.C.). Josiah's sons: Johanan (not king), Eliakim, Mattaniah, and Shallum.
Jehoahaz [Shallum] (609 B.C) – The people made him king when Josiah died. He was the youngest brother. After 3 months, he was summoned by Necho and sent in bonds to Egypt. He was wicked and Anti-Egyptian = Pro Babylonian. He died in Egypt.
Jehoiakim [Eliakim] (609-598 B.C.) – The brother of Jehoahaz, he was setup as Egyptian vassal in 608 B.C. He reigned for 11 years and was very wicked. Jehoiakim gave tribute to Pharaoh, but taxed the people heavily to do so. At Carchemish in 605 B.C. Nebuchadnezzer (605-562 B.C.) dominated the Egyptians, Philistines, etc.  and Jehoiakim transferred allegiance to Babylon (though not really). This is when Daniel and some promising young leaders are taken to Babylon. Three years later he rebelled against Babylon. He was killed by Babylonian/Moabite/Ammonite raiders (2Ki 24:2).
Jehoiachin [(Je)coniah] (598-597 B.C.) - Son of Jehoiakim, made king after his father died. He was very evil also. He only reigned for three months (2Ki 24:8), when Babylon sieged Jerusalem. He was taken to Babylon along with all the high officials of Judah in 597 B.C.
Zedekiah [Mattaniah] (597-586 B.C.) – Put in power by Babylon after the siege. He was the uncle of Jehoiachin. He was also very evil and rebelled against Babylon. Then Nebuchadnezzer massively sieged and completely destroyed Jerusalem (586 B.C.). The king tried to escape, but was capture, his sons killed, and his eyes blinded and taken to Babylon. Everything in Jerusalem was burned (2Ki 25:9)! The walls of the city were torn down and everything was taken to Babylon (2Ki 25:13ff.).
Gedaliah (586 B.C.-) - Good governor appointed by Neb. (pro-Babylonian) who encouraged the people to serve the king of Babylon that it might be well for them. However, he was murdered by Ishmael who was later pursued by Johanan (not oldest son of Josiah). Then most of the people fled to Egypt (fearing Babylon's response).
Three deportations in 605 B.C. (Daniel), 597 B.C. (Jehoiachin and Ezekiel), and 586 B.C. (Zedekiah).
11. As we come to the exile of Judah, what are some of the theological lessons we learn from chapters 24-25? (1 paragraph)
A: Once again, we see that Yahweh keeps His Word (24:2)! His warnings are not idle threats! There are blessings and cursings in the Torah, and both should be taken equally seriously! We also see how sin defiles (24:3-4) and must be dealt with! When Israel had rejected Yahweh for the sake of idols, they had given up hope on the only cure. That is why there is no forgiveness, for forgiveness can only be found in Yahweh! We also see that Yahweh is a God of anger (24:20)! His zeal for holiness demands an anger and hatred of that which opposes righteousness. We also see how as important as the temple was in OT theology, ultimately Yahweh's presence is beyond the temple! He destroyed His own temple to show the seriousness of covenant relationship with Him. It is more than just outward and external appearances! Yahweh demands right relationship!
12. How does the book end and why? (2-3 sentences) 
A: The book ends with Jehoiachin being brought out of prison and allowed to eat at the king of Babylon's table for the rest of his life. This shows that the Davidic line is still in tact and gives hope that God has not abandoned the Davidic (or Abrahamic) covenant. Ultimately Yahweh is faithful! This is one of the key themes in this book as well as all of Scripture. We can trust Him because He always does what He says!
13. Application: What do we learn about Yahweh's sovereign plan from this passage? How does our faith or lack of it affect this plan and our interaction with it?
A:
14. Application: What do we learn about what it looks like to trust Yahweh even when surrounded by sin from this passage?
A:

