IV. Latter Prophets I
Latter Prophets I is the middle class in the middle portion of the Hebrew Canon called 'The Prophets'. It consists of the pre-exilic prophets (Obadiah, Joel, Jonah, Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, Micah, Nahum, Zephaniah, and Habakkuk). Some of the major themes include God's glory, the fulfillment of God's plan, judgment, restoration, hope, and the salvation of Israel and the nations. This is a 2 unit class and consists of 14 lessons.

1. Yahweh will Have His Day: Obadiah/Joel
Scripture: Obadiah 1 and Joel 1-3
Theme: Yahweh will have His Day when He Comes and Acts in Power
Objectives: 
· To grow in our fear of Yahweh
· To better understand how God's plan relates to His people and His covenant with them
· To understand the nature of true repentance
· To be anticipating Yahweh's Day
Reading:
· Read Obadiah and Joel four times each
· Read Chisholm's section on Obadiah and Joel
Questions:
1. Summarize the message of the Torah. Summarize the four primary Biblical covenants and their relationships. (1-2 paragraphs)
2. What is a prophet? What have we seen about them thus far in Biblical revelation (especially note Exo 7:1; Deu 13:1-6ff.; 18:14-22; 34:10)? What is the difference between the Former and Latter Prophets in Scripture? How is the genre different between them? (2-3 paragraphs)
Obadiah
3. Skim Psa 79; 83; 2Ch 21:8-20; Amo 1:11-12; Joel 3:3-6, 19 for background about Edom. What do these passages teach us about Edom and the backdrop to Obadiah? (2-3 sentences)
4. Who is Edom? What is their relationship to Israel? How does this relationship affect the contents of this book? (2-3 sentences)
5. What were Edom's primary sins? Where all do you see these in the text? (2-3 sentences)
6. What word in the text describes the relationship between Israel and Edom? Why does this word describe their relationship? What are the implications of this? (2-3 sentences)
7. Who was this book written to? What is its purpose to them? (2-3 sentences)
8. What does this book teach us about Yahweh, His people, His plan, and their interrelationship? What does it teach us about the other nations of the world and how they were to participate in God's plan? (2-3 sentences)
9. Application: What does this book teach us about pride?
Joel
10. What is the prime event about the book of Joel is about? What does this event relate to and represent? (1 sentence)
11. What is the structure of the book of Joel? Where are the major breaks in the book? Where is there a major change in the tone of the book? What causes this change of tone? What does this teach us (think about this question!)? (1 paragraph)
12. What words are repeated throughout chapter 1? Noting that the word for 'dry up' and 'ashamed' are very similar in Hebrew, note how many times these two words are repeated. What is the author emphasizing? 1 paragraph)
13. What other literary devices does the author use to emphasize his point? (2-3 sentences)
14. What should be the response to the event of chapter 1? (1 sentence)
15. Are there any similarities and differences between how the event of chapter 1 is described and how the event of chapter 2 is described? If so, what are they? (1 paragraph)
16. What should be the response to this event according to chapter 2? How is this response described? (1 paragraph)
17. As you are reading through Joel, note the different verb tenses that are used. Look especially for past tense and future tense verbs and comment on how the use of verbs affects the interpretation of the book. (1 paragraph)
18. What does true repentance look like according to Joel (Think about this!!! There is a lot here.)? What were the priests role in this and why is this significant? (1 paragraph)
19. What reversals do we see in Joel at this point? (2-3 sentences)
20. What will the Day of the LORD, ie. Yahweh's Day, look like according to Joel? Will Yahweh's Day be different for different people? How and why? What is the point/purpose of Yahweh's Day? What is He doing on that day? (1 paragraph)
21. What was the point of the book of Joel to its original recipients? How did the author stress and drive home this point? (1 paragraph)
22. Application: How should we respond in light of Yahweh's coming day? 
2. Where is Your Compassion: Jonah
Scripture: Jonah 1-4
Theme: God has a Heart for the Nations and Sovereignly Acts to Save them
Objectives: 
· To Better Understand God's Heart and Plan for the Nations
· To Better Understand God's Sovereignty and Salvation
· To be Convicted by our own Lack of Compassion
Reading:
· Read Jonah four times
· Read Chisholm's section on Jonah
Questions:
Chapter 1
1. When was Jonah written? Who was it written to? What was the setting? What were the recipients like at that time? There are two primary adjectives that can describe them, what are they (See 2nd Kings 14:23-29)? (2-3 sentences)
2. What was Nineveh like? (2-3 sentences)
3. Was Jonah a true prophet? Why or why not? (2-3 sentences)
4. How does the book of Jonah begin (the first two verses)? How does this beginning (especially verse 1) compare to other prophetic books? (1 sentence)
5. Where is God according to 1:2? Where do we see Jonah going in chapter 1? (1 sentence)
6. What happens in verse 3? Is this expected? What was Jonah's purpose/intent? Comment on his intention. Where is Nineveh? Where is Tarshish? Compare and contrast the two locations. What is repeated in verse 3? (Note: it is difficult to see in English, but 1:3 is one of the largest/clearest chiasms [an X structure] in Hebrew. See if you can reproduce it and figure out what is emphasized. Remember that the emphasis is on what is in the center). (1 paragraph)
7. So what does Yahweh do in verse 4 (Note, in Hebrew, verse 4 starts with a 'but')? What does this verse emphasize? Note how the author uses the verb in this verse throughout this chapter. What do you think the author is emphasizing by repeating this verb? What is the author showing by stating that the ship was about to break up (literally, 'thought to break up' in Hebrew)? (1 paragraph)
8. What does verse 5 emphasize? Contrast the sailors with Jonah, what are they doing and what is he doing? (2-3 sentences)
9. Thought question: Imagine you were in Jonah's situation. You're on a boat with a bunch of pagans that is about to go under. What do you think you would (or should!) be doing? (2-3 sentences)
10. What does the captain do in verse 6? What is so striking about the fact that the captain tells Jonah this? What does the similarity in phrasing between this verse and verse 2 emphasize? (2-3 sentences)
11. What do the sailors do in verse 7? What makes them come to the conclusion that someone is responsible? What does the result signify? (2-3 sentences)
12. Within the flow of the story, what has Jonah said or done up to verse 8? What is the point of all the questions within the flow of the narrative (transitioning from verses 1-7 to verse 9 and following)? (2-3 sentences)
13. What does Jonah finally do in verse 9? What is the irony here? (2-3 sentences)
14. In contrast to what Jonah says in verse 9, what do the sailors do in verse 10? And why did they do this? Note the use of the word 'fear' throughout this chapter. (2-3 sentences)
15. How do the sailors respond to Jonah in verse 11? What is amazing about this? How would you respond if you were one of these sailors? What would be the natural response? (2-3 sentences)
16. How do the sailors respond to Jonah's instructions of verse 12? What does this teach us about the sailors? How are they being contrasted with Jonah? How is Yahweh involved in this verse? (2-3 sentences)
17. What do the sailors do in verse 14? What do they emphasize? What does this teach us about them? (2-3 sentences)
18. What does verse 15 teach us? (2-3 sentences)
19. What do we see so clearly in verse 16? (1 sentence)
20. [Optional] What is the fear of Yahweh in the OT?  What does Psa 116:17-19 teach us relevant to this verse? What is a vow?
21. Thought questions: What are the lessons we learn about God in this chapter? What did Yahweh do in this chapter? How is Jonah portrayed? How is he contrasted with the sailors? (1 paragraph)
22. [Optional] Thought question: How does chapter 1 foreshadow the main point of the book? How can a simple story/narrative have a convicting point? Who was this book written to again? Start to think about what the point of the book would have been to them. (2-3 sentences)
Chapter 2
23. Note that 1:17 is really 2:1 in Hebrew. What happens in 1:17? What is amazing about this? Take note of this verb and see if you can find it later in Jonah. What do you think this verb emphasizes? (2-3 sentences)
24. What does Jonah finally do in 2:1? (1 sentence)
25. What are some of the key themes that 2:2-7 emphasizes? (2-3 sentences)
26. What key word occurs in 2:8? What does this verse mean? (2-3 sentences)
27. What do we see Jonah say in verse 2:9? What does this remind us of? Why is the author drawing this comparison? What is he trying to teach us? (2-3 sentences)
28. What is the major point of this psalm of Jonah according to 2:9? But what is going to be the irony of this later? (2-3 sentences)
29. What do we see emphasized again in 2:10? (1 sentence)
Chapter 3
30. How does chapter 3 begin (verses 1-2)? What does this remind us of? What does this suggest about the structure of the book? What do we know about Jonah's message from this introduction? (2-3 sentences)
31. Jonah 3:3 literally says that Nineveh was a great city 'to God'. Why do you think it says that? (2-3 sentences)
32. Why does God have Jonah proclaim a message of destruction to Nineveh? Why is there a 40 day time limit? How would you characterize Jonah's message? Is the short quote likely all Jonah said?  (2-3 sentences)
33. How does the city respond to this message? What do you think the significance is to the fact that the text says that they "believed in God", rather than just saying that they "believed God"? Optional: Where else in the OT is this key word for believe? (1 paragraph)
34. Does Jonah 3:6 strictly happen after 3:5 (chronologically)? Why or why not (This question will be important later)? (2-3 sentences)
35. How does the king respond? What does his response show? (2-3 sentences)
36. What does the statement in 3:9 show? (2-3 sentences)
37. What words are repeated in 3:8-10 (there are several)? What does their repetition emphasize? (2-3 sentences)
38. So how does God respond? Does God 'relenting' mean that He changed His mind? Why or why not? (1 paragraph)
Chapter 4
39. How does Jonah respond to God saving Nineveh (in 4:1)? Note that when it says "Jonah was greatly displeased", in Hebrew it literally reads "So it eviled a great evil to Jonah." Why do you think the author repeats this word evil from 3:8 and 3:10 (2x)? What is the author trying to emphasize by this connection (think about this!)? (1 paragraph)
40. What do we finally learn in 4:2 that we didn't know all throughout the story? What did Jonah not want so badly? Why (think about this!)? What does this imply about God's purpose for sending Jonah to Nineveh? What was Jonah's [wrong] thinking that led him to this? Where in the OT is Jonah quoting? What part of this verse is not from the OT quote, but is found elsewhere in Jonah? What connection is the author making? (1-2 paragraphs)
41. What other key word do we see in 4:2 that we have seen earlier in Jonah (hint: chapter 2)? What is the irony of its use here? (2-3 sentences)
42. What is the irony of 4:3? What is God's point in 4:4? (2-3 sentences)
43. Do you think 4:5 comes after 4:1-4 chronologically? Why or why not? Talk about the chronology of chapter 4 and why the author arranges his material as he does? What is the point? (2-3 sentences)
44. What phrase do we see in 4:6 that reminds us of something said in 4:1? What is the author trying to emphasize by using a similar phrase here? (2-3 sentences)
45. What verb occurs in 4:6, 4:7, and 4:8 that we have seen before? What is the author emphasizing by using it again here? (2-3 sentences)
46. What words/phrases do we see in 4:8-9 that we have seen before? What does their repetition signal to us here? (2-3 sentences)
47. What is contrasted in 4:10 and 4:11? Why? (1 paragraph)
48. What is God's point in 4:10-11? By what means does God make this point? Why does He make His point in this way? (2-3 sentences)
49. Thought question: What is the overall point of the book of Jonah? How would/should the original recipients been affected by it? (1 paragraph)
50. [Optional] Thought question: Come up with chapter titles for each chapter of Jonah to help review/summarize the flow of the book. (2-3 sentences)
51. [Optional] Thought question: Who do you think wrote the book of Jonah? Why? (2-3 sentences)
52. Application: Think about what the Ninevites were like and think who would be the 'Ninevites' in our own lives? What does this book teach us about God and His desire for people? What do we learn about the character and purposes of God from this book?
3. Yahweh Roars: Amos
Scripture: Amos 1-9
Theme: Yahweh Roars in Power to Shake People out of Complacency
Objectives: 
· To Fear the Awesome Nature of Yahweh
· To be Shaken out of our Complacency
Reading:
· Read Amos four times
· Read Chisholm's section on Amos
Questions:
1. When was Amos alive? Who is his letter to (hint: 1:1; 2:4-5, also 7:10-17)? What was the situation at the time? (2-3 sentences)
2. What is the structure of Amos? (1 sentence)
3. What was Amos' background? Where was he from (Cf. Amo 1:1; 7:14)? (2-3 sentences)
4. How does the book begin right off the bat in 1:2? How would you describe the tone? Does this tone continue throughout the rest of the book? (2-3 sentences)
5. Describe the pattern found in 1:3-2:16. Why do you think Amos uses this repetition? How would the original readers have felt as this section progressed? What would the repetition produce in the hearers? What receives the emphasis in this section? (1 paragraph)
6. Why is Judah held guilty? Why is Israel held guilty? (2-3 sentences)
7. What is the result given for Judah in 2:5? How do verses 2:9-11 serve to reinforce what is being said to Israel? What is the result for Israel in 2:12-16? (1 paragraph)
8. In 3:1-2, what is the reason stated that God will punish His people? Did they (and we also!) tend to think that being God's people increased or decreased their responsibility? What do these verses teach about this? (1 paragraph)
9. What rhetorical feature(s) do we see again in 3:3-8? What is the point of this section? How does 3:3-6 add to this point? (1 paragraph)
10. What word is repeated several times in chapter one, that finds itself again in 3:9-11? Why is this emphasized? What is the point (cf. also 6:8)? (2-3 sentences)
11. What was so significant about Bethel (3:14)? (2-3 sentences)
12. What do we see about people of Israel in 3:15? What about in 4:1? (2-3 sentences)
13. What rhetorical feature do we see in 4:4-5? What's the point? (2-3 sentences)
14. What is the point of 4:6-11? What rhetorical features are used? What did God do? What was He 'trying to achieve' in doing do? Did it happen? Why or why not? What do we learn about God from this? (1 paragraph)
15. What is the effect of 4:12-13? How would you describe these two verses? Note that the word 'prepare' is literally, 'brace yourself'. (1 paragraph)
16. What phrase/verb is repeated 3x/4x in chapter 5? What do you think one of the main points of this chapter is? (1 sentence)
17. What is the function of 5:8-9 again? (1 sentence)
18. How is Israel described again in 5:10-12? (1 sentence)
19. What does 5:18-20 teach us about Israel? Were they looking forward to Yahweh's day? Why were they or why were they not looking forward to it? Should they have been looking forward to it? Why or why not? How does 5:21-27 reinforce this thought? (1 paragraph)
20. Who does Yahweh say 'woe' to in 6:1-6? How are they described? What does 6:3 mean? What does Yahweh tell them He is going to do? How does 6:9-14 reinforce this? (1 paragraph)
21. What is the point of the three visions in 7:1-9? (1 sentence)
22. What happens in 7:10-17? Why were Amaziah and Jereboam upset with Amos? What does Amos tell them? What are good character qualities to learn from Amos here? (1 paragraph)
23. What is the point of chapter 8? (2-3 sentences)
24. What is the point of 9:1-4? (1 sentence)
25. What do we see again in 9:5-6? What does 9:7 emphasize? (2-3 sentences)
26. How does the book end in 9:8-15? Why is this? What is the point of verse 9-10? What are the promises He makes to His people? (1 paragraph)
27. Application: What do we learn from Amos that changes our daily lives?
4. Relationship with Yahweh: Hosea
Scripture: Hosea 1-14
Theme: God Wants Relationship with His People and will Bring it about
Objectives: 
· To Better Understand what Relationship with Yahweh looks like
· To Create a Desire for Relationship with Yahweh
Reading:
· Read Hosea 1-3 four times and Hosea 4-14 twice
· Read Chisholm's section on Hosea
Questions:
1. When did Hosea prophesy? Who was the book written to? (1 sentence)
2. What is the tone of the book of Hosea? What adjectives would you use to describe it? How does this tone fit into the message of the book? (2-3 sentences)
3. How would you describe the difference between chapters 1-3 and 4-14? Describe the differences in style, tone, etc.? How do the two parts of the book fit into a consistent message (think about this!)? How does each section help interpret the other? (1 paragraph)
4. What (single) word would you use to describe what Yahweh wants from His people according to Hosea? Why do you think that? How do both sections of Hosea emphasize this? (1 paragraph)
5. What does God ask Hosea to do in 1:2? Do you think Gomer was already promiscuous when Hosea married her? Why or why not? (1 paragraph)
6. How would you feel if you were Hosea? What do we learn from him? (2-3 sentences)
7. What does God say He is going to do in 1:4-6? What about in 1:7? Why the difference? (2-3 sentences)
8. What is the significance of the names of Hosea's three children? (2-3 sentences)
9. What happens in 1:10-2:1? Why does this happen? What references are there in this section to other Scripture? (2-3 sentences)
10. How does 2:2 begin? What verb is used (twice)? What does it signify in terms of what the rest of the chapter is? Why is Yahweh going to do this? (2-3 sentences)
11. So what is Yahweh going to do in 2:3-13? What did Israel think in 2:5, 8? How does 2:7 show what Yahweh's purpose was in doing this? What was the result of all the good things that Yahweh gave Israel in 2:15? (1 paragraph)
12. Then what is Yahweh going to do in 2:14-23? What kind of language is used in 2:14? Where is Achor and why is it significant? What does 'Iyshiy and Ba`liy mean? Why does Yahweh say this? What culminates this in 2:19-20? What does this mean? (1 paragraph)
13. What does God tell Hosea to do in 3:1-2? Where does he buy her from in 3:2? What is the lesson here about Yahweh and His people? (2-3 sentences)
14. What will be the end result of all this? (1 paragraph)
15. Note each occurrence of the words ‘know’ or ‘knowledge’ in Hosea. How are they used? How does this relate to the overall message of the book? What other related terms are used? What does it mean to know God? (2-3 sentences)
16. Although hard to see in English, there is a word used in 4:1, 4:4 (2x), that we already saw in 2:2. What is it? What does it suggest is a major point of the section beginning in chapter 4? (2-3 sentences)
17. Comment briefly on the meaning/significance of 4:14-17. (1 sentence)
18. What is the significance of 6:1-6:3 for the point of the book (note also 5:15 which transitions from the previous section 5:1-14)? (2-3 sentences)
19. Comment briefly on the meaning/significance of 6:6. (1 sentence)
20. Comment briefly on the meaning/significance of 7:9-10 and 7:13-14 (1 sentence each)
21. Comment briefly on the meaning/significance of 8:14. (1 sentence)
22. Comment briefly on the meaning/significance of 10:1-2. (1 sentence)
23. Comment briefly on the meaning/significance of 10:12-13. (1 sentence)
24. Comment briefly on the meaning/significance of 11:1-4. (1 sentence)
25. Comment briefly on the meaning/significance of 11:8-11 (especially vs. 8!). (2-3 sentences)
26. Comment briefly on the meaning/significance of 12:2-6. (1 sentence)
27. Comment briefly on the meaning/significance of 13:4-6. (2-3 sentences)
28. Comment on the meaning/significance of 14:1-9. (2-3 sentences)
29. Thought question: Can a husband and wife have a good relationship without knowing each other? If they never talk and spend time with one another, will their relationship be a good one? Explain.
30. Application: Do you have a relationship with Yahweh? How do you foster that relationship? How do you know Him?
5. The Holy God Saves Sinful People: Isaiah 1-5
Scripture: Isaiah 1-5
Theme: The Plan of The Holy God to Save a Sinful People to Demonstrate His Glory
Objectives: 
· To understand the background and setting of Isaiah
· To understand the purpose, and message of the book of Isaiah
· To be humbled beneath the awesome holiness of God
Reading:
· Read Isaiah 1-5 thoughtfully three times
· Read Webb's Introduction (19-39) and section on Isaiah 1-5 (41-58)
· Read Oswalt's Introduction: II. A. (4-13), VIII (31-44), and  X (54-60)
· Skim Isaiah once (trying to get a general feel of the contents of each chapter) [due at end of first full week]
Questions:
1. What is the basic structure of Isaiah?

1-5


Introduction/Overview

6


Isaiah's Call

7-35


Book of Judgment


7-12

Book of Immanuel (Ahaz)


13-23

Oracles against the Nations


24-35

Who will you trust?

36-39


Narrative Hinge (Hezekiah)

40-66


Book of Comfort


40-55

The Saving Servant (The 4 songs)


56-66

The Consumation of New Creation
2. When did Isaiah prophesy? Who did he prophesy to? Summarize what was Israel/Judah was like in those time periods? (1-2 paragraphs)
3. How would you describe the book of Isaiah? Do you think it was all written at one time? Do you think it is a collection of sorts? Why or why not? Why do you think chapter 2:1 begins with another 'introduction'? Are there different parts of the book with different settings? Why or why not? Do the various parts fit into a consistent message? (1 paragraph)
4. What title is used of God in Isaiah that occurs throughout the book and is not very common elsewhere in Scripture? What does this title mean? Why do you think this is such a significant title for Isaiah? This could very well be called a technical term in his vocabulary. What can we learn about Isaiah, the nation which he is a part of, and the God that he serves through the way that this term is used? The key question is: why does this term, of all the possibilities, feature in the book so prominently (1:4; 5:24; 10:17-20; 12:6; 29:19; 30:11, 15; 31:1; 37:23; 40:25; 41:14, 16, 20; 43:3, 15, 14; 45:11; 47:4; 48:17; 49:7; 54:5; 55:5; 60:9, 14)? What is God's Holiness contrasted with through the book? (1 paragraph)
5. How does chapter 1 begin in verse 2? Why does it begin this way? What type of setting is established with this opening? Where have we seen the heavens and the earth in Scripture up to this point in progressive revelation? Note how many of the Mosaic covenant curses are in this chapter.  Which ones can you discover? (1 paragraph)
6. What was the charge against them in chapter 1? What are the implications of verses 5-6 (ie. what does it imply that they were 'stricken')? (1-2 sentences)
7. What is the point of 1:9? (1-2 sentences)
8. How does the righteous lawyer break down the defendant's argumentation in 1:10-15? What does God think of their worship according to 1:13? Note what word He uses there and how strong of a word it is. (1 paragraph)
9. Summarize the message of 1:16-20. How are these verses at the heart of the Old Testament? What are the promises here? What are the conditions? (1-2 sentences)
10. Why after this hopeful passage do we see 1:21-23 next? What then will God do in 1:24-31? How is He going to do this (see especially 1:25-28)? (1-2 sentences)
11. What is prophesied in 2:1-4? How does this fit into God's purpose in the Torah? How does this section set the stage for the whole rest of the book? (1 paragraph)
12. What is the primary sin at stake in 2:5-22? How is the message of this section at the heart of the message of the book? How does this theme relate to the title used of God by Isaiah? How does this theme relate to what is mentioned in 2:12? (1 paragraph)
13. Application: Read 2:22 five times slowly. Ask yourself in which way you still honor man and esteem man above God.  What do you need to change?
14. Summarize the message of chapter 3. Which people and groups are primarily mentioned in this chapter? Why? How does this section and that answer relate to the previous section? (1 paragraph)
15. In light of all of 2:5-3:26, what is so significant about chapter 4:2-6? What is God going to do and why? What is the Branch of Yahweh? What does this add to our understanding of what God is going to do for His people as begun in 2:1-4? How is this going to be accomplished in light of 2:5-4:1? (1 paragraph)
16. What is the point of the song in chapter 5? Why sing a song? Note three reasons why this is such a fitting parable for the nation of Israel. As you read the imagery, note how descriptive it is. (1 paragraph)
17. Meditate on 5:15-16. How does this fit into the message of the book? (1-2 sentences)
18. Application: How do we think of ourselves and how do we think of God? What does it mean to us that God is Holy? 
6. In Whom shall we Trust: Isaiah 6-12
Scripture: Isaiah 6-12
Theme: Yahweh Alone Can Save and so He Alone should be Trusted
Objectives: 
· To understand and long for the hope of Israel's coming King
· To see the need to trust in and fear Yahweh
· To better understand and revere the Holiness of God
Reading:
· Read Isaiah 6-12 thoughtfully three times
· Read Webb's section on Isaiah 6-12
· Begin memorizing Isaiah 52:13-53:12 [due at end of semester]
Questions:
1. Describe the setting of chapter 6. What is the significance of this setting and description of God? Describe the event, what event takes place? What is the sequence of events that take place in this chapter? Why is this order significant? How does Isaiah respond throughout this chapter? Why is this appropriate and what does it teach us? How does this chapter encapsulate the message of the whole book? What is holiness? How is it related to glory? (1-2 paragraphs)
2. Think about verses 9-10 of chapter 6. What are the implications of this for the rest of the book of Isaiah? Why does God do this to His people? (1 paragraph)
3. Describe the setting of chapter 7? What is going on politically (described in 7:1-2 and also throughout the chapter)? How does Ahaz respond and how does God tell him to respond in verses 1-9? What were the Arameans/Israel trying to do according to Isaiah 7:6? (1 paragraph)
4. What does God ask Ahaz to do in 7:11? Think about why God asks him to do this? How then does Ahaz respond in 7:12? Is this a good response? How does God respond to this in 7:13-16? What is the significance of what God asks Ahaz in verse 11, for God's answer in verse 14? (1-2 paragraphs)
5. What is God then going to do in 7:17-25? Why? Who is God going to use to do this and why is that significant? Why are they going to be eating curds and honey? (1 paragraph)
6. What is chapter 8 about? How do verses 6-7, 12-14, and 19-20 fit into the point of this chapter? (1 paragraph)
7. What is God going to do out of the midst of the darkness (8:22) in chapter 9:1-7? Is there any connection between this section and that of Immanuel in chapter 7? What is the significance of the description of the one given in 9:6-7? (1 paragraph)
8. What then do we see in 9:8-21? Why is God going to do this? (1-2 sentences)
9. Who is the woe to in 10:1-4? Why is this woe to them? Who is the woe to in 10:5-19? What is God going to do to them and why? (1 paragraph)
10. What is the theological significance of 'the remnant' (cf. 10:20-23)? How does the concept of the remnant relate to the Abrahamic covenant? What is God going to do with the remnant? (1 paragraph)
11. So then what will God do in 10:24-34 (1 sentence)?
12. Where have we seen the term 'branch' before this passage in 11:1-10? Is Isaiah connecting these passages? What is said about the branch here? What does it mean that the branch will "not judge by what His eyes see or what His ears hear"? How does this picture of what is going to happen relate to the Torah? How does this relate to the Abrahamic and Davidic covenants? Why such an emphasis on the nations here? (1 paragraph)
13. What is the significance of 'second time' or 'again' in 11:11? (1 sentence)
14. What is the purpose of chapter 12? What major key word is repeated in chapter 12? What is the point and message of the song? (1 paragraph)
15. Application: What do we learn about the faithfulness of God from this section? What do we learn about the Holiness of God from this section? How should we respond in light of these attributes of God?
7. Yahweh has no Rivals: Isaiah 13-27
Scripture: Isaiah 13-27
Theme: God Opposes the Proud but Gives Grace to the Humble
Objectives: 
· To understand the connection between pride and trust
· To feel the awesome nature of Yahweh and to live in light of His day
· To see God's plan for the nations and to have a heart for that same plan
Reading:
· Read Isaiah 13-27 twice
· Read Webb's section on Isaiah 13-27
Questions:
1. Who are the people described in chapter 13, verses 4-5 (they are named in the chapter, you may have to look!)? What event do we see described according to 13:6? What will that be like according to this chapter? [Note the rhyme of 'destruction' and 'Almighty' for powerful rhetorical effect] What do we see is at the heart of this event according to 13:11? (1 paragraph)
2. What do we see as one of the reasons given in 14:1-4 for the judgment in chapter 13? What does it mean that Yahweh will again choose Israel in 14:1? (1 paragraph)
3. Who is being described in 14:12 and following? Why do you think so? What is the primary reason for the judgment in 1-23 (cf. especially 11-15)? (1 paragraph)
4. What do we learn about Yahweh's sovereignty from 14:24-27 (1 sentence)?
5. What is the only hope for Philistia's messengers who have been sent to Judah for help (14:32)? (1 sentence)
6. When Moab flees to Judah for refuge (16:3-4) what ultimately is Moab's ultimate hope as well according to 16:5? (1 sentence)
7. But what was Moab's problem according to 16:6 and 16:14 (1 word)?
8. When God judges (Damascus) in 17:1-14, what will happen to God's people (in 17:4)? What will be the result according to 17:7-8? What is the reason for judgment according to 17:10? (1 paragraph)
9. What is going to happen in 18:7? How does that fit into the major themes and purpose of the book (1 sentence)?
10. What is one of the primary ways that God will judge Egypt according to chapter 19 (especially verses 3, 11-15)? Why is this significant? (1 sentence)
11. Comment on what is going to happen according to 19:18-25. Why is this so significant? What do you think Isaiah's readers would have thought of this? (1 paragraph)
12. What is the issue at stake according to 20:5-6? What key word do we see again in 21:16? What is at stake? Make sure to take mental note of the use of 'my servant' in 20:3. (2 sentences)
13. What are we learning about Yahweh from these oracles against the nations as a whole? How would you summarize them? (1 paragraph)
14. Who is the oracle in chapter 22 directed at and what was the problem? (1 sentence)
15. What is the emphasis on in 22:20-25? What key term is used of Eliakim (cf. 2nd Kings 18:18)? What is important about this? (1 paragraph)
16. How is Tyre described in 23:7? What is God going to do in 23:9? (Note that the word for 'glory' and 'hosts' in this verse sound alike, this is poetic and rhetorically powerful). What then will happen in 23:17-18? (1 paragraph)
17. What is God going to do in 24:1? Who is going to experience this according to 24:2? What word is repeated (16 times!) throughout this chapter? What then do we see in 24:14-16? Who is the emphasis on? What will they do? What day is 24:21 talking about? How does the chapter end in 24:23? (1 paragraph)
18. What are chapters 25 and 26 about (think about this)? What are these chapters? How do they then shed light on the previous judgment passages (especially 25:12 and 26:21)? (1 sentence)
19. What key word do we see repeated in this section (chapters 25-26)? What is God praised for in these songs? What will He do in 25:6-8? Comment on the significance of 25:9. How does it summarize so much of the message of this whole section? What key themes are related to the idea of waiting? (1 paragraph)
20. What key word do we see in 26:3-4? How does verse 5 contrast with 3-4? What is emphasized in verses 8-9? What do verses 17-19 mean? What is God coming to do in verse 21? (1 paragraph)
21. What is chapter 27 about? What is Leviathan? What do we see in verses 2-3? What is the vineyard? How then does this section end? What is God going to do in  verse 12? What about in verse 13? (1 paragraph)
22. Thought question: What do we learn about pride, humility, and glory in this section? How do these topics relate to trust [think about this!]? How does this relate to the gospel [think!]?
23. Thought question: What do we learn about the nations in this section? What about God's plan? What do we learn about Yahweh's Day, what will it be like? What will He do on it and why?
24. Application: What are things that you trust in instead of trusting in God? How is your pride manifested in trusting in these things? 
8. Don't Trust the Nations: Isaiah 28-39
Scripture: Isaiah 28-39
Theme: Yahweh is Faithful so we can Humble ourselves and Patiently Wait and Hope in Him
Objectives: 
· To see the need to trust in Yahweh at all times
· To better know Yahweh's faithfulness and power to save so that we will trust Him
· To understand what trust look like, and how it relates to faith, waiting, and hoping
· To become aware of how our pride causes us to trust in ourselves
Reading:
· Read Isaiah 28-39 twice
· Read Webb's section on Isaiah 28-39
Questions:
1. What is contrasted in 28:1-6? What is the point of this contrast? Who will Yahweh be for? (2-3 sentences)
2. In light of judgment again in 28:7-8, what does God ask in 28:9? What is at stake in 28:9-13? What is God going to do in 28:16? (1 paragraph)
3. What is going to happen in 29:1-8? Who/what is Ariel and what is going to happen to her? (2-3 sentences)
4. What is emphasized about Israel in 29:9-10, 11-12, 14, 15, 16, 24? But then what will happen in 18-20? Who will this happen to? What will happen in 22-24? (1 paragraph)
5. What is wrong with going to Egypt in 30:1-2? So what will God do to Egypt in 3-7? (1-2 sentences)
6. What were their sins according to 30:8-17? How could they have been saved according to 15? (1 paragraph)
7. But what all is God going to do despite their sin in 30:18-33? When will He do this according to verse 19? (1 paragraph)
8. What does God call the people to in chapter 31? Why? Think about this. (2-3 sentences)
9. What will then happen in 32:1-8? What will it be like under the rule of the righteous King? (1 sentence)
10. But what is the current situation in 32:9-14? And what will change that in 15-20, and what will be the result? (2-3 sentences)
11. What should the people call out to Yahweh as seen in 33:2? What was the trouble mentioned in verse 2 (see 33:1, 3, 19)? What does it mean for Yahweh to be their arm (sometimes translated 'strength') every morning in 33:2? What will Yahweh do in 33:5 and 33:10 and how does this relate to verse 2? How do these relate to verses 21 and 22? (1 paragraph)
12. What do we see God doing in chapter 34 once again? Who is this chapter addressed to? How do you feel when you read 34:2-7? Who is not missing in verse 16 in context? Who has He apportioned the lot for in verse 17 and who is the 'they' in verse 17? What point is God trying to make by saying that? (1 paragraph)
13. But then what will happen in chapter 35? How does this flow out of and contrast with chapter 34? How are His people described in this chapter? (1 paragraph)
14. What changes when we come to chapters 36-39? How does that help us with the structure of the book? (1-2 sentences)
15. What is the setting we find ourselves in after 36:1-3? If you need to, cross reference with Kings and/or Chronicles to understand the setting. What year are we in? What is going on? Describe it. (1-2 sentences)
16. Where have we seen the phrase, "the conduit of the upper pool on the highway of the fuller's field" before? Do you think the repetition of this was purposeful? Why or why not? Where have we seen narrative before in the book of Isaiah? Do you think Isaiah is trying to draw out a comparison or contrast? Why and with whom? What is the point he is trying to draw out (you may need to come back to this question after finishing the rest of this section)? (1 paragraph)
17. What does Rabshakeh say to Hezekiah in 36:4-10? What key word occurs in this section that shows us what is truly at stake? What are his arguments? What arguments does he specifically level against their trust in Yahweh? (1 paragraph)
18. Then what does Rabshakeh do when the leaders don't listen to him in 36:11-20? What are his arguments? (1 paragraph)
19. How does Hezekiah respond in 37:1-4? What does the metaphor of verse 3 communicate? (1 paragraph)
20. How does Yahweh respond and what then happens in 37:6-7? How then did the king of Assyria respond in 37:8-13? (1 paragraph)
21. What does Hezekiah then pray in response to the letter in 37:16-20? Note the different aspects of the prayer. Think about what he is praying! Describe his prayer. Compare this prayer with the Lord's prayer in Matthew 6:9-13. (1-2 paragraphs)
22. What does verse 21 teach us about prayer? So what then did God answer in 37:22-35? What are the emphases on in God's response? Why is God going to act this way according to verse 35? What happens in 36-38? (1-2 paragraphs)
23. Describe what then happens in chapter 38. What is at the heart of Hezekiah's reason for asking for life according to 38:17-20? Think about this! What is he saying? (1-2 paragraphs)
24. After all that, what do we see happen in chapter 39? Why do you think Hezekiah did what he did? Was what Hezekiah did right or wrong? Why do you think so? What then is the point of this chapter in light of 36-38? (1-2 paragraphs)
25. Application: When can we trust God? When should we trust God? Think about in what situations you are tempted not to trust God and what times you become complacent and forget to. What thinking do you need to change in order to recognize that you need to trust God all the time? What are four specific truths that you need to remember to bolster your continual trust in God?
9. The Awesome Creator Saves Alone: Isaiah 40-48
Scripture: Isaiah 40-48
Theme: Yahweh Alone is God and therefore Able to Save
Objectives: 
· To understand Yahweh's complete sovereignty as the Creator
· To understand how God's salvation is for His own glory, and to be about that same purpose
· To see the purpose of the Servant and to see the ways we share that purpose
Reading:
· Read Isaiah 40-48 three times
· Read Webb's section on Isaiah 40-48
Questions:
1. How does this next section begin in 40:1? How does this set the tone for the latter half of the book? What is going to happen according to 40:3? What does 40:5 add to your understanding of this? What is the good news of 40:9? How do 40:10-11 reinforce this same message? Note the use of 'arm' throughout this whole section of Isaiah. What do you think is signified by God's arm? (1 paragraph)
2. What is 40:12-26 about? What do we learn about God? What is compared and contrasted in this section? How should we respond to this? What are the implications of what we see in 12-26 according to 27-31 (ie. what is the connection between 40:12-26 and 40:27-31)? Who will these blessings be for in 27-31? (1-2 paragraphs)
3. Note the use of coastlands and islands throughout chapter 41? Noting what are parallel to these terms in each occurrence, what do you think Isaiah is emphasizing by using these terms? What is God saying about His relationship to the nations in 41:1-7? (1-2 sentences)
4. What is the connection between 41:1-7 and the section in 41:8-20? How does 41:8 start? How does 41:9 help clarify this? What do we learn about God's servant from 41:8-9? (1 paragraph)
5. Who is God talking to in 41:21-24? What is the point? What is the point of 41:25-29 and how do these sections tie together? (1 paragraph)
6. What more do we learn about the Servant in 42:1-9? What is his purpose? What will he do? What will his character be like? Where have we seen an emphasis on worldwide justice before in this book, what does this link together in our minds? Think about these in detail! What is the significance of the Spirit being put upon him? What does it mean that the Servant will be a covenant to the peoples in verse 6? What does it mean that he will be a light to the nations? Who is the Servant identified as in this section? (1-2 paragraphs)
7. Who is to praise Yahweh in 42:10-17? Why should they praise Him (think about how 42:10-17 connects with 42:1-9, especially verse 8)? Even though God has been silent for a long time (42:14), what is He going to do now (42:13-17)? (1 paragraph)
8. What do we learn about the Servant in 42:18-25? Who is the Servant according to 22 and 24 (note the connection in vocabulary between these two verses with 'plundered' and 'spoiled')? (1-2 sentences)
9. But even despite Israel's sin, what is God still going to do for them in 43:1-7? (1-2 sentences)
10. What was Israel's purpose once again according to 43:8-13? What word is parallel to 'servant' that helps us to understand that purpose? How does this help us to understand what it means that Israel is Yahweh's servant? What were they to do in this section and how does that purpose relate to the nations as seen in verse 9? (1 paragraph)
11. What is the flow of thought in 43:14-44:5 between 43:14-21, 43:22-28, and 44:1-5? What is the point of 43:14-21 (see especially verses 19 and 21)? Then what do we see in 43:22-28? So why will God save them according to 43:25 in light of 43:22-28? What is God going to do then in 44:1-5 and why? (1 paragraph)
12. What is 44:6-20 about? What are God's arguments in this section (think about this!)? What should have been the effect of this truth on Israel in 44:8? (1 paragraph)
13. Who/what is 44:21-28 about? What is God going to do with them? (1-2 sentences)
14. What is shocking about 44:28 and 45:1 (two things!)? What then is God going to do with Cyrus and why (in 45:6-8)? What do we see in 45:9-19? Think carefully about the point of 45:20-25? Especially expound upon Isaiah's use of the word 'righteous' in this chapter. How is Yahweh's righteousness connected with His salvation? (1 paragraph)
15. What is chapter 46 about? Who is God contrasted with here? How are righteousness and salvation related/connected in this chapter (and elsewhere in Isaiah)? (1 paragraph)
16. What is God going to do in chapter 47? Why (see verses 6, 8, 10)? What is the connection with the previous chapter? (2-3 sentences)
17. What is the basic argument of chapter 48? What do we see should have been Israel's response to this as seen in 48:6? Why does God do 'new things' as we see in 48:6? What do we see as the reason why God has acted according to 48:9 and 48:11? (1 paragraph)
18. Thought questions: What do we learn about Yahweh in this section? What do we learn about the Servant of Yahweh? 
19. Thought question: Summarize the main points of 40-48 and how they tie together.
20. Application: How should we respond to Yahweh in light of what we learn about Him in this section?
10. The Suffering Servant's Saving Substitution: Isaiah 49-55
Scripture: Isaiah 49-55
Theme: In the Climactic Servant Song God's Plan for Salvation is Finally Revealed through the Humble Work of the Suffering Servant's Substitution
Objectives: 
· To understand the purpose and identity of the Servant
· To understand how the final Servant song fits into the purpose and flow of the book
· To understand the nature of the gospel according to Isaiah
· To rejoice in the greatness of God's salvation
Reading:
· Read Isaiah 49-55 three times
· Read Webb's section on Isaiah 49-55
Questions:
1. Who is being addressed in 49:1? By whom? What do verses 1b and 2 mean? But what do we see in verse 4 (think about this verse)? (1 paragraph)
2. What is at the heart of the servant's purpose according to 49:5-6 (think about this, there are at least two aspects of this)? What does this teach us about the identity of the Servant? What is said about the Servant in 49:7? What is he called there? (1 paragraph)
3. What do we see God is going to do in 49:8-13? (2-3 sentences)
4. What is the answer to Zion's question in verse 49:14? Have they truly been forsaken according to 49:14-26? (1 paragraph)
5. Note that 50:1-3 goes a bit more with what preceeds that with what follows. What is the point of 50:1-3 (note especially verse 2)? (1 sentence)
6. How is the Servant characterized in 50:4-11 (especially in 4-7)? What adjective would you use to describe him? What is his purpose according to 50:4-5? What is significant about the fact that the Servant claims he has never disobeyed (50:5)? (1 paragraph)
7. What are the major themes and key words that reoccur in chapter 51 (especially in 1-11, although the themes continue through the chapter)? Note the use of 'arm' in this chapter. What is Yahweh's 'arm' in context? What is this chapter about? What is Yahweh going to do? (1 paragraph)
8. What is the purpose of 52:1-6 (see especially 52:1-2)? Why, what is the connection with 52:7-12? What is the good news of 52:7? What is Yahweh's arm in 52:10? (2-3 sentences)
Note that Isaiah 52:13-53:12 is a five stanza poem, each stanza consisting of 3 verses. Note also the crescendo of the poem as each stanza is slightly longer than the previous line (probably one line longer for each stanza). 
9. How does the poem begin in verse 52:13? But in light of that, what was astonishing about the Servant in 52:14? What is it that we learn about the Servant in 52:14? What is the first word of 52:15? How does this connect the first phrase of 52:15 with 52:14? What does it mean that the Servant will sprinkle many nations? Why will kings shut their mouths? What will they see and understand that they hadn't been told or heard? How does this first stanza introduce the whole poem? (1-2 paragraphs)
10. In light of everything we have seen up to this point (especially in the context of chapter 52), what is Yahweh's arm? What is the message here? What is the right response to that message? Why do you think verse 53:2 begins with a 'For' (think about this!)? What is the point of verses 2-3? What does the fact that the Servant 'grew up' remind us of? What other themes have we seen in Isaiah that are related to this? (1-2 paragraphs)
11. Meditate carefully on 53:4-6, noting that this is the central stanza and therefore receives the emphasis. What is the irony of verse 4? Note how many times there are words for 'we/us' and 'he/him' in this section (very emphatic in the Hebrew!). How does that reinforce the main point of this stanza? What is the main point of this stanza (hint: what is the center verse of the whole poem)? What do the words 'pierced' and 'crushed' clearly imply? What was the cause of his crushing/piercing? What was the benefit to us? Who needs this according to verse 6? Take some time just to meditate on this stanza. (1-2 paragraphs)
12. Note that in verse 7, the nuance of the verbs is more like "He allowed himself to be oppressed, and kept himself in a state of humility." What is the emphasis on in verses 7-9? Did he deserve this treatment according to verse 8? What does 'cut off out of the land of the living' clearly mean once again? What about 'grave' in verse 9? What does verse 9 mean? Why was he assigned a grave with wicked men? Yet why was he with a rich man in his death? (1-2 paragraphs)
13. What is the final stanza about? Where have we seen this (these) topics before and what does that teach us about the structure of the poem? What are the implications of the Servant being a 'guilt offering?' What does it mean that the Servant will 'prosper'? Where have we seen the term 'many' before? What does it mean that the Servant will justify them? What is the connection between the Servant being righteous, and him justifying the 'many'? Why will the Servant inherit the great as a portion (note that the preposition 'with' is probably best left out)? What is the significance of the fact that the Servant will interceed for transgressors? (1-2 paragraphs)
14. What should be the response to the final Servant song (in 54:1)? What is chapter 54 about? (1-2 sentences)
15. What is the point of chapter 55? What type of verbs are found in verses 1, 2, 3, 6, 7? Why should the reader do what is called for in this section (there are at least several reasons)? (1 paragraph)
16. Thought question: Summarize the message of the final Servant song. How does it fit into the purpose of the book as a whole? 
17. Application: How does a better understanding of the nature of salvation effect each of us? How does understanding the purpose of the Servant effect each of our purposes in life? What does His humility teach us?
11. The Completion of God's Perfect Plan: Isaiah 56-66
Scripture: Isaiah 56-66
Theme: God's Perfect Plan of Salvation will be Accomplished
Objectives: 
· To understand the nature of God's salvation and what it entails
· To better understand God's purpose and goal for His creation and how it will be accomplished
· To praise God for His marvelous salvation which will be accomplished
Reading:
· Read Isaiah 56-66 twice
· Read Webb's section on Isaiah 56-66
Questions:
1. In light of God's forgiveness of their sins in Isaiah 53, does God still care about their actions according to Isaiah 56?  Why should Israel live righteously according to 56:1? Who are mentioned in chapter 56? Why is this significant? What will they be doing? (1 paragraph)
2. What does chapter 57 emphasize? But even in light of that, what is God going to do in 57:14-21? (2-3 sentences)
3. What kind of fast does God want according to chapter 58? What will God do for them if they keep His covenant? What is the point of the covenantal language here? What is righteousness according to this chapter? (2-3 sentences)
4. What is the problem in Yahweh's relationship with His people according to 59:1-2? How is the problem elaborated on in 59:3-15a? So what did Yahweh do in 59:16-21? (1 paragraph)
5. What is going to happen in chapter 60? Who is He going to do this for? Who else is involved? Describe what God is going to do in detail. (1-2 paragraphs)
6. What key words occur in 61:1? Who is being spoken of here and what is their purpose? What is God going to do in the rest of the chapter? Who is speaking in 61:10-11 and what do they say? (1 paragraph)
7. What is God going to do in chapter 62? Who will He do this for? Who will observe this and what will be their response? (1 paragraph)
8. What happens in 63:1-6? What word describes what God is doing in this event? How/why does this word accurately describe this event (think about this!)? What is being described in 63:7-14? What word describes what God is doing in this event? Think about the correlation of these two sections (1-6 and 7-14). What then do we have in 63:15-19? How does this connect with the previous passage(s)? (1-2 paragraphs)
9. What do we have in chapter 64? What does Isaiah ask God to do in this chapter? Why? What does Isaiah confess and why? (1 paragraph)
10. Even though God's people rejected Him (65:1-7), what is He going to do (65:8-16)? Who is God contrasting in 65:13-16? (1 paragraph)
11. What is God going to do in 65:17-25? Describe what it will be like (think about this!). Who specifically in the context is the 'they' of verses 21-25? (1 paragraph)
12. What does God say in 66:1-2? What is contrasted in these two verses? (2-3 sentences)
13. What is the point of 66:3-9? (1 paragraph)
14. So then what will be the result in 66:10-17? (1 paragraph)
15. How does the book end in 66:18-24? What is the emphasis on? How will God be glorified in this section? Why do you think the last verse ends as it does? (1 paragraph)
16. Application: What do we learn about Yahweh and His salvation from this section? How should that effect us personally?
A: 
12. God is Faithful: Micah
Scripture: Micah
Theme: Although God Judges His People for their Sin, because of His Faithfulness there is always Hope in the End
Objectives: 
· To better understand and trust in God's Faithfulness
· To better understand and participate in God's Plan for the World
Reading:
· Read Micah four times
· Read Chisholm's section on Micah
Questions:
1. When did Micah prophesy and who did He prophesy to? Why are the two locations singled out in 1:1? (1 paragraph)
2. As you read through the book of Micah, note all the places where there is a sharp change in tone toward the recipients (it should be obvious). Based on these observations comment on the structure of the book. Where are its major divisions? Are there any verbal clues that also help confirm this structure? How do the various sections relate to one another? How do the parts with a sharp change in tone relate to one another? How do all these various sections contribute to the overall message of the book (Think about these questions! Answer before reading the commentary...)? (2-3 paragraphs)

Introduction (1:1)

Cycle 1: Chapters 1-2


Captivity (1:2-2:11)


Collection (2:12-13)

Cycle 2: Chapters 3-5


Capital Desolated (3:1-12)


Capital Exalted (4:1-5:15)

Cycle 3: Chapters 6-7


All are guilty (6:1-7:6)


God is merciful (7:7-20) 
3. How does the book begin? What is the scope originally? Why do you think the book begins this way? (2-3 sentences)
4. What is God calling for witnesses about? What specifically was their sin? What will be the result (1:6-7)? What is missing from 1:6-7? (2-3 sentences)
5. Noting that there is a break in 1:8, what do we see in 1:8-16? Where are all the places named in this section located? What is the end result at the end of this section? Note that in 1:10-16 there are many word plays on the city names. What effect would that have had on the hearers (ie. Sunland will be scorched, terrible torrents will strike Torrence, and Oceana will be flooded...)? (2-3 sentences)
6. What sins does God change the focus to in 2:1-5? What is the judgment for this? What does 2:5 mean? (1 paragraph)
7. What are 2:6-11 about? How is this section marked off? (1 paragraph)
8. What do we see in 2:12-13? How does this section fit in with what comes before? (2-3 sentences)
9. Who is specifically addressed in 3:1? What is their primary sin? Who else do we see addressed in chapter 3? (2-3 sentences)
10. What does 3:5 mean? What will happen as a result (3:6-7)? (2-3 sentences)
11. What do we see in 3:8? How does this fit into the chapter? Do we see anything else like this throughout the book? Where? (2-3 sentences)
12. How does the chapter end (3:12) and how is this in response to what we see in this chapter (one sentence)? (1 sentence)
13. How does chapter 4 (especially verses 1-2) specifically come in response to chapter 3? What do we specifically see prophesied here? (1 paragraph)
14. What is 4:5 about? (2-3 sentences)
15. What key word occurs in 4:7 that we see throughout Micah (especially in chapter 5, and at the end of the book)? Why is this such a key concept for Micah? (2-3 sentences)
16. How does 4:9-11 fit into 4:1-8? And how does 4:12-13 help us to understand? (1 paragraph)
17. How does chapter 5 begin (5:1)? What then happens in verse 2 in response? How does the whole of chapter 5 specifically come in response to chapter 3? (2-3 sentences)
18. What is said about the ruler who is coming? What will he accomplish in 5:2-9? (1 paragraph)
19. Is 5:10-15 for or against Israel? Why or why not? (2-3 sentences)
20. What is the setting that begins chapter 6? What word is repeated in verses 1-2 that clues us in? Why are the mountains in 6:1-2? (2-3 sentences)
21. How does 6:6-8 function within this section? What is the point? (2-3 sentences)
22. What does 6:9 mean (see ESV for correct translation)? (2-3 sentences)
23. How does 6:16 connect back to 6:6-8 and bracket in the intervening material? So what will Yahweh do because of this in 13-15? (2-3 sentences)
24. What is the point of 7:1-6? What is emphasized in each verse (it's the same in each verse, think about it until you see it!)? How does each verse emphasize this? (2-3 sentences)
25. What do we see once again in 7:7? How does 7:8-10 connect to verse 7 and continue on from it? What is the point Micah is trying to communicate here? (1 paragraph)
26. What will happen in 7:11-17? (2-3 sentences)
27. How does the book end in 7:18-20? How is this a response to what we saw in chapter 6 and the beginning of chapter 7? What is the basis given for what He does in 7:18-20? (2-3 sentences)
28. Thought question: How do we see resolution come to each of the problems presented in the book?
29. Application: What do we learn about Yahweh in Micah that effects the way we live today? What do we learn about His faithfulness?
13. The Avenger will Have His Global Day: Nahum/Zephaniah
Scripture: Nahum 1-3 and  Zephaniah 1-3
Theme: Yahweh is An Avenging God and will have His Glorious Global Day
Objectives: 
· To Understand and Live in Light of Yahweh's Righteous Judgment and Hatred of Sin
· To Rejoice in the Triumph of Yahweh
· To Understand the Global Nature of Yahweh's Glory and Plan
· To Grow in our Fear of Yahweh
Reading:
· Read Nahum and Zephaniah four times each
· Read Chisholm's section on Nahum and Zephaniah
Questions:
Nahum
1. Who is the book of Nahum written to (Think about this!)? When was it written? What is its purpose? What was Nineveh like? (1 paragraph)
2. How does the book begin (1:2)? What is repeated in this verse? How is this immediately followed up on (1:3)? What is the message of these two verses together? What does it mean that Yahweh is jealous? What is He jealous for? What does it mean that Yahweh is avenging? What does He avenge? How would you describe Yahweh's anger from this section? (1 paragraph)
3. What is the overall tone of the book? Are there any verses that sharply differ from this? Which ones? How do they key us in to who the book was written to and its purpose? (1 paragraph)
4. What physical objects are repeated throughout the book and how do they fit into the purpose/theme of the book? (1 paragraph)
5. What is the point of 1:2-8 (especially starting in 3b)? What do we see here? How does 1:7 fit into this section? Who is the author talking about in 1:8? What is 'its site'? In what ways does this verse foreshadow what is to come? (1 paragraph)
6. What is the theme of 1:9-14? What is repeated? Who are the different people being talked about? How does 1:12-13 help us to see the purpose of the book? (1 paragraph)
7. What is the good news of 1:15? How is Nahum using Isaiah 52:7 here? So then what happens in 2:2? (1 paragraph)
8. Who is 2:1 directed towards? What about 2:3-5? What is the impression these verses leave on the hearer? (2-3 sentences)
9. What does the imagry change to in 2:6-8? Why is this especially apt? (2-3 sentences)
10. Note that 2:10 starts with: "bükäh, ümevükäh, ümevulläqäh." Ie. Dessolation, devestation, and destruction. What is the effect of verses 9-10? (2-3 sentences)
11. What imagery is then used in 2:11-13 and why is this apt? (2-3 sentences)
12. How would you describe chapter 3? What is the author doing here (especially in 3:12-14 but really all throughout the book)? What is depicted in 3:3? What is Nineveh's prime sins according to 3:4? What do we see in 3:8-10? (2-3 sentences)
13. How does the book end in 3:17-19? Who receives the focus? How does the final sentence give closure to the book? (2-3 sentences)
14. Thought question: How do you think the original readers would have felt after reading this book? Comment on it's style and how that effects the message of the book? (2-3 sentences)
15. Application: How should this book impact our lives? What does knowing about Yahweh's wrath and vengeance produce in us?
Zephaniah
16. When was Zephaniah written? What happened during Josiah's time? Who were the recipients? What were they like? What was Zephaniah trying to produce in them? (1 paragraph)
17. Where would you divide the book into two sections? How would you further subdivide the first section? Think about who is being dealt with in each section. (1 paragraph)
18. What is the main theme of Zephaniah? How does this book differ from Joel? Who are the people being dealt with in this book and how does that help us understand Zephaniah's distinctive focus? How do we see this focus in both major sections of the book? See 1:2-3 for help. What other key themes run through the book (ie. repeated verbs, topics, etc.)? Note that the word for remove and gather are the same in Hebrew. (1 paragraph)
19. How does the book begin in 1:2-3? How does this set the tone for the rest of the book? Where/how do we see themes introduced here throughout the rest of the book? Why does Zephaniah mention man and beast, and birds and fish? What effect does that have? (2-3 sentences)
20. Who is Yahweh going to judge in 1:4-6 and why? (1 sentence)
21. How is Yahweh's day described in verses 1:7-8? What does this image invoke? (1 sentence)
22. What does the Hebrew word for 'punish' in 1:8, 9, 12 mean? How is this same word used in 2:7 and 3:7? How does this word fit into the main theme of the book? (1 sentence)
23. How are those who Yahweh will judge described in 1:12? (2-3 sentences)
24. How is Yahweh's day described in 1:14-18? Who are involved in Yahweh's day here? (2-3 sentences)
25. What is Yahweh's jealousy? What does the word mean? What is Yahweh jealous for in 1:18 (cf. also 3:8)? (2-3 sentences)
26. How does 2:1-3 function within the flow of the book? What is its purpose? (2-3 sentences)
27. Trace the themes of pride and humility in the book? How are they central to the message of the book? Especially comment on 2:10-11. (2-3 sentences)
28. Trace the direction of the peoples listed in 2:4-15. What is the author emphasizing by this (one sentence)? (2-3 sentences)
29. What do we see in 2:7 and 2:9 about God's plan? (1 sentence)
30. Who is the rebellious city in 3:1? How does 3:5 flow from 3:1-4? (1 sentence)
31. What is emphasized in 3:9-10? What about in 3:11-13? What about in 3:14-17? (1 paragraph)
32. How do 3:18-20 tie in with God's plan and purpose as laid out in the Torah? (1 paragraph)
33. Application: What do we learn about God's plan in Zephaniah? How should we respond to what we learn about God here?
14. Faith in the Unfathomable God: Habakkuk
Scripture: Habakkuk
Theme: God Calls us to Trust in Him, even though we can't Understand His Ways
Objectives: 
· To learn to trust in Yahweh even when we don't understand His ways
Reading:
· Read Habakkuk four times
· Read Chisholm's section on Habakkuk
Questions:
1. When was Habakkuk written? To whom? What was the point to the original recipients? How is this book different than the other prophets we've read? Who is the conversation between in this book? (1 paragraph)
2. Trace the conversation between Habakkuk and Yahweh through the book. Where is Habakkuk talking and where is Yahweh talking (don't forget to include chapter 3)? Use this to create an outline of the book. How does chapter 3 fit into this outline? (1 paragraph)
3. Summarize Habakkuk's initial complaint. Whose 'violence' and 'iniquity' is he complaining about? Is his complaint a good one (think about this!)? (1 paragraph)
4. What is God's response? What is the effect of 1:5? What is so unbelievable about God's response? What do we see in God's response that mirrors what Habakkuk said in his complaint (cf. especially 1:7, 9)? How does this answer Habakkuk's question? How does verse 11 fit into the previous verses? (1 paragraph)
5. What is Habakkuk's next complaint? What are the various aspects of it? Note his use of the word look in 1:13. How would you describe Habakkuk's tone? (1 paragraph)
6. What does it mean that they sacrifice to their net in 1:16? How are the Babylonians characterized in this section? (2-3 sentences)
7. How is this complaint different or similar than the first? (2-3 sentences)
8. Note that 2:1-4 are key for understanding the book, think carefully about the next few questions! How does 2:1 function in the flow of the book? (Note that the end of this verse is better translated: “And how I may reply concerning my complaint”). What is Habakkuk doing here? Is he exemplary in doing so? (2-3 sentences)
9. What is the point of 2:2-3 (although 2:2 is difficult to interpret, use 2:3 which is easier to understand the point of these two verses)? What vision is God talking about in context (figure this out, this is important!)? What should then be the response to this vision according to 2:2-3? (2-3 sentences)
10. What is the point of 2:4? Who is the proud one in context? What is faith in context here? What is it contrasted to? (1 paragraph)
11. How does 2:5 contrast to 2:4? (2-3 sentences)
12. How does the rest of chapter 2 break up (ie. 2:6b-19)? What is the point of the rest of the chapter? What is repeated/emphasized? (1 sentence)
13. How does the chapter end? How is it ironic in light of how the book began? (2-3 sentences)
14. Summarize the message of the first two chapters. Did God answer Habakkuk's questions? (1 paragraph)
15. Is chapter 3 about the past or the future? Why? (2-3 sentences)
16. What is God's report (3:2)? Read Numbers 14:15 and Deuteronomy 2:25 which use the same word to get a better sense of the word. Why does this report cause Habakkuk to fear? (2-3 sentences)
17. Note who is speaking in 3:1, 2, 3ff. What is Habakkuk praying for in this prayer? What is the response (and by whom)? (2-3 sentences)
18. What do we see in 3:3-15? What are key words/concepts that are repeated? Why is water such a major theme in this section? What parallels do we see to elsewhere in Scripture (there are many!!! See if you can find some)? (1 paragraph)
19. How does Habakkuk respond to this theophany? Where else have we seen a connection between hearing and fearing in this book? Noting that the end of verse 3:16 is better translated, “So I must wait quietly for the day of distress to arise for the people who will invade us,” What is Habakkuk waiting for? How does this verse fits in with the whole rest of the chapter preceding? (2-3 sentences)
20. What is the point of 3:17-18? Is the description given in 3:17 linked to anything? How can he exult in God in the midst of those circumstances? (1 paragraph)
21. How does the book end in 3:19? What is the point of this verse? (2-3 sentences)
22. What is the message of chapter 3? How does it fit into the message of the first two chapters? (1 paragraph)
23. Application: How are we encouraged to trust God more from this book? What are reasons given to trust God given in Habakkuk?

