III. Latter Prophets II
Latter Prophets II is the final class in the middle portion of the Hebrew Canon called 'The Prophets'. It consists of the post-exilic prophets (Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi). Some of the major themes include God's holiness, the fulfillment of God's plan, judgment, restoration, hope, and the salvation of Israel and the nations. This is a 3 unit class and consists of 12 lessons.
1. The Punishment for Prostitution: Jeremiah 1-25
Scripture: Jeremiah 1-25
Theme: God will Judge His Whoring Nation, although they Claimed to Know Him
Objectives: 
· To see the heart of God for righteousness, not religion
· To see the importance of covenant relationship with Yahweh and how to have it
· To understand our need for strength and faithfulness amidst persecution and rejection
Reading:
· Read Jeremiah 1-25 twice
Questions:
1. Review the history of the nation of Israel from the fall of the northern kingdom in 722 B. C. to Jeremiah being taken into Egypt. Focus on the kings/rulers/governors of Judah and give a brief description of them. Also try to include at least briefly the political/world situations at the time (I know this is difficult, but really is necessary to understand Jeremiah). (2-3 paragraphs)
2. What is the structure of Jeremiah? (1 paragraph)
3. In light of the background, what is the purpose and main themes of Jeremiah? (1 paragraph)
4. Describe the opening of the book of Jeremiah (1:1-10)? What do we learn here? Meditate on 1:5. What are the implications of this verse for each of our purposes in life? (1 paragraph)
5. What was God's word to Jeremiah in 1:11-19? How was it going to be received and so what did God call Jeremiah to in 1:17-19? (1 paragraph)
6. What was Israel's problem according to 2:1-13? Why was this so appalling? (1-2 sentences)
7. According to 2:17 and 2:19 whose fault is their sin? What did Israel claim in 2:23 and 2:35? But what does God think about that? (1 sentence)
8. What does God compare Israel to in 3:6-10? Yet in spite of this what does God say in 3:11-18? (1 sentence)
9. What does God call them to in 4:1-8? What theme do we see in 4:10 that runs throughout the book? (2-3 sentences)
10. What (genre) is 4:19-31? (1 sentence)
11. What do we learn about the people in 5:2? How does this relate to 5:12-13? (1 sentence)
12. In the midst of all the judgment, what do we about Yahweh in 5:18? (1 sentence)
13. What is the point of chapter 6, and how does 6:14 fit into it? (1-2 sentences)
14. What has been the main point of chapters 2-6? (1 sentence)
15. What are the people doing in 7:2? What are they trusting in in 7:4, 8, 10 (think about this!)? What is God's argument about Shiloh in 7:12-14? (1 paragraph)
16. What do we see the people claiming again in 8:8? What do we see again in 8:11? But what does God think? (1 sentence)
17. What is the point of 9:23-26? (1 sentence)
18. What is the point of 10:1-16? (1 sentence)
19. What key word is repeated in 11:1-13, and how does it relate to their sin (1-2 sentences)?
20. What do we learn about Jeremiah in 11:21? (1 sentence)
21. What does Jeremiah pray in 12:1-6? Why? (1-2 sentences)
22. What does the illustration of 13:1-11 intend to communicate? (1 sentence)
23. What were the false prophets saying and what does God say to them in 14:13-16? (1 sentence)
24. What is Jeremiah's prayer for in 14:19-22? (1 sentence)
25. What is shocking about 15:1-4? (1 sentence)
26. What is Jeremiah's prayer about and God's answer in 15:15-21? (1 paragraph)
27. What does God tell Jeremiah to do in chapter 16 and why? (1 sentence) What will happen in the future according to 16:14-21? (1 sentence)
28. What is the issue in 17:5-8? (1 sentence) What about 17:9-10? (1 sentence)
29. What is God's condition in 17:19-24 and His blessing in 17:25-27? (2-3 sentences)
30. What is the point of the analogy of the potter in 18:1-12? (1 sentence)
31. What are the people going to do to Jeremiah in 18:18? (1-2 sentences)
32. What is the point of the analogy in chapter 19? (1 sentence)
33. What happens to Jeremiah and by whom (what do we know about him?) in chapter 20:1-6? What is Jeremiah's psalm about in 20:7-18? What are the different aspects of it? (1 paragraph)
34. What is Jeremiah's basic message and advice in 21:1-14 to Zedekiah? (1 sentence)
35. Who is 22:1-17 directed toward and what were his sins? (1 sentence)
36. Who was 22:18-23 directed towards and what were his sins? (1 sentence)
37. Who was 22:24-30 directed towards and what is said of him? (1 sentence)
38. But in contrast to these three men, who is mentioned in 23:1-8? What is God going to do through him? How is he contrasted with the previous three kings? (1 paragraph)
39. What is said about the false prophets in 23:9-40 (especially in 16-17, 25-40)?  (1 sentence)
40. What is the point of the analogy of the figs in chapter 24? (1 sentence)
41. What is God going to do in chapter 25:1-11 and why? (1 sentence) But what will happen in 25:12-38? (1 sentence)
42. Application: What do we learn about ministry and people's response to the Word from the life of Jeremiah? What do we learn about God's purpose in ministry? Opposition in ministry?
43. Application: What do we learn about external worship in Jeremiah? What is important to God? What is God's heart for?
2. The Shocking Restoration: Jeremiah 26-33
Scripture: Jeremiah 26-33
Theme: God Must Judge, but God will Restore
Objectives: 
· To understand the seriousness of sin and necessity for God in righteousness to judge
· To be challenged by the faithfulness of Jeremiah in light of persecution and rejection
· To be amazed at God's promises of restoration in light of the peoples' sin
· To understand the promise of the New Covenant and its significance in Biblical revelation
Reading:
· Read Jeremiah 26-33 twice
Questions:
1. Summarize briefly chapter 26. What is significant about 26:3 and 26:13 and what do they teach us about God? (1 paragraph)
2. Summarize the message Jeremiah was to tell king Zedekiah in chapter 27 (what did he tell them to do and what would be the results)? (1 paragraph)
3. What did Hananiah prophecy in chapter 28:1-4? How did Jeremiah respond in 28:5-9? How then did Hananiah respond in 28:10-11? What was Jeremiah's response in 28:12-17 and the final result? (1 paragraph)
4. What did Jeremiah's letter to the exiles say in chapter 29? Who was Shemaiah? (1 paragraph)
5. What does God predict in chapter 30? What are some of the specific aspects of this (especially 30:9, 18, 19)? (1 paragraph)
6. What will happen in 31:1-26? Notice what is specifically said in the introduction in verse 1, what is significant about this? What other specifics are mentioned? (1 paragraph)
7. What is God going to do in 31:27-34? Why is this so significant? What is the "Old Covenant"? What is the difference between the "Old Covenant" and the "New Covenant"? Who is God going to make the New Covenant with? Explain the significance of the New Covenant in relationship to all the Biblical Covenants and its significance for all of Scripture (Think about this question, this is one of the most significant passages in the whole OT). (2-3 paragraphs)
8. How does 31:35-40 relate to what just preceded? What is the point of this section? (1 paragraph)
9. Why was Jeremiah in prison in 32:1-5? Why did God want Jeremiah to buy a field in 32:6-15? What was Jeremiah's praying about in 32:16-25 and what was God's answer in 32:26-44? Note especially the particulars of what God says in 32:38-44. (1 paragraph)
10. What is God going to do in chapter 33? Note especially the particulars of what God is going to do according to 33:8-9 and 33:14-26. (1 paragraph)
11. Application: In light of the absolute hardness of heart of God's people, what do we learn about His faithfulness? How does the New Covenant fit into this? 
12. Application: What do we learn about ministry from Jeremiah's personal life?
3. The Judgment Comes: Jeremiah 34-52
Scripture: Jeremiah 34-52
Theme: Israel is Judged for their sin by Babylon
Objectives: 
· To see the need to trust and obey Yahweh, even when it doesn't make sense
· To see that Yahweh always keeps His word
· To see the need for faithfulness in ministry
Reading:
· Read Jeremiah 34-45 and 52 twice and 46-51 once.
Questions:
1. Summarize chapter 34. (1 sentence)
2. Who are the Rechabites according to chapter 35? What did they do? What is the point of mentioning them in this chapter? (2-3 sentences)
3. Summarize chapter 36. Note especially 36:24-26. What was on the scroll according to 36:1-3? What was its purpose according to 36:1-3? How does that help us to understand the purpose of the book of Jeremiah as a whole? What does that teach us about the role of sin/repentance in forgiveness/salvation? What does 36:32 teach us about the new scroll? (1-2 paragraphs)
4. Summarize chapter 37. What is its setting? (1 paragraph)
5. What was Jeremiah saying in 38:2-3? How did the officials respond to this? What did they say Jeremiah was doing (and what key word did they use) in verse 4? So what did they do to Jeremiah? But then what happened with Jeremiah? (1 paragraph)
6. Summarize chapter 39? What happened to Zedekiah? What happened to Jeremiah? (1 paragraph)
7. Summarize chapter 40? What happens with those left in the land? (1-2 sentences)
8. But what then happens in chapter 41? What happens to Gedaliah and the people remaining? (2-3 sentences)
9. What do the people ask Jeremiah in chapter 42? What does he say? How do they respond to it in chapter 43? So what does Jeremiah then say to them in 43:8-13? Think about the logic of the people in chapter 43 that drove them to what they did. What does this teach us about God's plans and our plans? (1 paragraph)
10. What does Jeremiah tell the people in Egypt in chapter 44? How do they respond? So what is God going to do to them? (1 paragraph)
11. Summarize chapter 45. What does it teach us about Baruch? What do we learn for our own lives and ministries? (2-3 sentences)
12. Summarize the point of chapters 46-51. (2-3 sentences)
13. Comment on the significance of the following verses within this section: 46:27-28; 48:47; 49:6, 39; 50:4-5, 19-20, 33-34, 51:5, 10, 15-23. (10 short sentences- 1 sentence per reference)
14. How does the book of Jeremiah in in chapter 52. What is the significance of what happens to Jehoiachin at the very end of the book? (1 paragraph)
15. Application: What do we learn about trusting in God from this section? 
16. Application: What do we learn about ministry amidst people who reject?
4. Yahweh's Glory and Holiness: Ezekiel 1-11
Scripture: Ezekiel 1-11
Theme: Yahweh is Glorious and so calls His People to Holiness for Him to Dwell among them
Objectives: 
· To understand the background, setting, and audience of Ezekiel
· To understand the structure and purpose of the book of Ezekiel
· To be humbled and overwhelmed by Yahweh's awesome nature
· To be challenged by Yahweh's holiness and incompatibility with sin
Reading:
· Read Ezekiel 1-11 two times
· Read Wright's Introduction and section on Ezekiel 1-11
· Skim Ezekiel once (trying to get a general feel of the contents of each chapter) 
[due at end of first full week]
Questions:
1. Summarize the historical background leading up to Ezekiel’s exile to Babylon (cf. Wright, pp. 17-21; Block, pp. 1-8). Include the significance of the following events and names as it relates to the book of Ezekiel: Josiah’s Reforms (cf. 2 Kings 23:5-6, 15, 24-25 Jer 7:1-7, 11), Jeremiah, the rise of Babylon as a world power, different waves of exiles from Judea, Ezekiel’s exile, and the spiritual state of Judea (2-3 paragraphs).
2. Come up with a general outline of the book of Ezekiel. Where are the major shifts in the topic/style of the book? Comment on the significance of 33:21 in the structure of the book. What two topics are introduced in chapter 3 of the book that resurface in chapter 33? Why is this significant structurally? Comment on how the theme of glory is used throughout the book and helps form the structure of the book. (2 paragraphs)
3. Highlight aspects of Ezekiel's personal life from the book. How do these features tie into the message of the book? (2-3 paragraphs)
4. How would you define (Yahweh's) glory? Trace the main theological theme of 'glory' in Ezekiel. What key concepts are conveyed about Yahweh's glory in these passages? (1 paragraph)
5. Trace the concept/phraseology “That they/you may know that I am the Lord” (or similar) through Ezekiel. What types of things precede this phrase in Ezekiel? What does God do so that they may know who He is? How does this relate to the main theme of glory? (1 paragraph)
6. Trace the theme of divine agency in salvation and the Spirit in Ezekiel. How does this relate to the main concept of glory? (1 paragraph)
7. Note the key word 'land' in Ezekiel. We will come back to discuss this key concept later, but for now begin to note how many times and where it occurs and start thinking about how such diverse topics as 'land' and 'glory' interrelate.
8. How do you think you would feel if you saw Ezekiel 1 in person? What adjectives would you use to describe it? What had wheels in Ezekiel's day? Why eyes? What does 1:28 say Ezekiel saw? What is the theological meaning of the vision in chapter 1 (c.f. Wright pp. 51-54 gives 4 different aspects to the vision; Block pp. 106-109 gives 7 implications)? What do you think is the main point or points being conveyed by the vision?  (Note: Since the vision is at the beginning of the book, it certainly conveys something fundamental to the book as a whole) (2-3 paragraphs).
9. What word is repeated several times in chapters 2-3? What does this chapter teach us about how the people will respond to Ezekiel's message? How does 3:12, 23 connect Ezekiel's call to the preceding chapter? (1 paragraph)
10. Why do you think God has Ezekiel act out his messages in chapters 4-5 (1-2 sentences)? 
11. What is a major purpose of the judgment in chapters 4-11? How do the "know" passages (ie. Eze 5:13) throughout this section help show this purpose (1-2 sentences)?
12. Comment on what 6:8-9 says in the midst of all this judgment.
13. Ezekiel 8-11 has a “departing glory” motif throughout. Regarding this theme, list all the verses in this section that mention “the glory” and its movement. Where does it end up? When and how do you think the glory of God will return? What else is going on in chapters 8-11 that explains why the glory is departing? (1 paragraph)
14. Note what happens in chapter 9. When did/does this happen and how? (1-2 sentences)
15. What were the people saying in 11:15? What was correct and incorrect about what they said? How does God respond to this in 11:16-17? What is then going to happen after that in 11:18-20? Note how the key concept of land in Ezekiel functions within this argument. (1 paragraph)
16. Application: How should meditating on the glory of Yahweh and the vision of chapter 1 effect our daily lives? How should God's glory effect our view of sin? How should it effect our purpose and mission in life?
5. Judgment against Israel and the Nations: Ezekiel 12-32
Scripture: Ezekiel 12-32
Theme: Yahweh will Make His Name Known through Judging both His People and the Nations
Objectives: 
· To be overwhelmed with Yahweh's patience and grace
· To be shaken out of things we depend on or sins we become comfortable with
· To be challenged by a radically Yahweh centered worldview
Reading:
· Read Ezekiel 12-32 two times
· Read Wright's section on Ezekiel 12-32
Questions:
1. Why do you think Ezekiel uses so many images, metaphors, allegories, pictures, etc.? Wright describes the allegories in Ezekiel 16 and 23 as “long…lewd, and their language in places is, frankly, pornographic.” What do you think is the purpose for Ezekiel using such edgy language? What does Ezekiel 12:3 suggest in this regard? Do you think we can and should use edgy or shocking rhetoric today? If so, when/where is it appropriate? (1-2 paragraphs)
2. Comment on 12:16 and 12:27. (1 sentence)
3. Who is chapter 13 against and why? What do we learn about unity from how God deals with the false prophets? (1 paragraph)
4. What is the main point of chapters 14-15? (1-2 sentences)
5. Summarize in your own words the allegorical retelling of Israel’s history in Ezekiel 16. Use any commentary of your choice to help explain certain metaphors that are difficult to understand. What is the point of this story? (2-3 paragraphs)
6. What is so shocking about Ezekiel 16:49-50 (in context of 16:45-58)? Give your own impression, response, and application of this verse. (see Wright’s powerful discussion on pp. 147-49; see also Block, pp. 509) (1-2 paragraphs)
7. Write a personal response to Ezekiel 16’s portrait of sin and grace. 
8. What is the point of the riddle in chapter 17? (1-2 sentences)
9. What is the point of chapter 18? How does 18:9 define rightousness? (1 sentence)
10. What is the point of chapter 19 being a lament? (1 sentence)
11. What is the point of Ezekiel retelling Israel's history again in chapter 20:1-44? Comment especially on 20:9-14, 33-38, and 39-44. What is the point! Think about this great chapter! (2-3 paragraphs)
12. What is the topic of 20:45-21:32 and what's the point? (1 sentence)
13. What is the topic of chapter 22 and what's the point? Also comment on 22:30. (2-3 sentences)
14. What picture is given of Israel and Judah in chapter 23? (1-2 sentences)
15. What happens in 24:1-2 and then what picture is used to describe that event? (1 sentence)
16. What happens in 24:15-27? What was the point of this!?! (1 paragraph)
17. What do you think are the main point(s) in this section of judgment on the nations chs. 25-32 (think about this)? Make sure to include all the 'know' statements in this section in your answer. Also make sure to comment on Ezekiel 28:24-26, noting that it is exactly in the middle of this section of judgment on the nations and therefore central/important (25:1-28:23 = 97 verses and 29:1-32:32 = 97 verses). (2-3 paragraphs) 
18. [Optional] Using any commentary in the list, (1) identify the interpretive problem in Ezekiel 26:1-14 regarding the prophecy about the destruction of Tyre and the identify of its destroyer, and (2) give one possible solution to this problem. 
19. Do you think that Ezekiel 28:12-19 describes the fall of Satan, the fall of Adam, the fall of the king of Tyre, a combination of the 3, or something else? Why? (2-3 paragraphs)
20. Application: What do we learn about God's plan to glorify Himself from this section? What does this teach us about how we can live for His glory?
6. The Salvation of the Nation: Ezekiel 33-39
Scripture: Ezekiel 33-39
Theme: God will Vindicate His Holiness and Show His Glory in Saving His People
Objectives: 
· To see how salvation is ultimately doxological in purpose
· To have hope in God's future restoration and God's coming King
· To be humbled by the fact of Divine agency in salvation
· To worship at the amazing power of God to save, restore and transform
Reading:
· Read Ezekiel 33-39 thoughtfully three times
· Read Wright's section on Ezekiel 33-39
Questions:
1. What was the watchman supposed to do according to Ezekiel 33:1-20? What are the consequences for not obeying? What is the point of appointing Ezekiel as a watchman according to Ezekiel 33:11? What does Ezekiel 33:13 teach us about righteousness and what we trust in? (1 paragraph)
2. What significantly happens in 33:21-22? Why is this important within the structure, purpose, and message of Ezekiel? What else do we see in this chapter that shows us this is a turning point in the book? (1 paragraph)
3. What key theme do we see in 33:23-26? What does this show once again they were trusting in? (1 sentence)
4. How does this chapter end in 33:30-33? (1-2 sentences)
5. Ezekiel 34:1-24 is a very powerful passage about God’s critique and judgment on Israel’s leaders and the future Davidic leader who will restore his people. Summarize the main critique or critiques being made and the future hope that God offers. (1-2 paragraphs)
6. Why do you think Edom is singled out in chapter 35? Why is this section here and not with the other oracles against the nations in chs. 25-32? How does this pair with 36:1-15? What is the point of what God says in 36:1-15? What is the reason for what God is going to do? How does the key concept of land fit into this whole section? (1-2 paragraphs)
7. How does 36:16-38 build right off of the previous sections and the concept of land? Why is the land so important to Yahweh? Comment on how 36:20 helps make this connection. What about 36:28? (1 paragraph)
8. Why is God going to act in 36:16-38? Note especially 36:21-23. Make sure to comment on how God's name, glory, and holiness relate. (1 paragraph)
9. How then is God going to vindicate His holiness according to 36:24-31? What is He going to do and why? (1 paragraph)
10. How many times does God say “I will…” in 36:22-37:14? Why? (1-2 sentences)
11. Which key words in 36:26-27 are also used repeatedly in 37:1-14 (cf. also 11:19-20)? Describe the connection between 36:26-27 and 37:1-14. How would you describe the relationship between Divine action and human action in salvation according to Ezekiel 36:26-27 and 37:1-14?  Describe in your own words the main theological point in 36:26-27 as it relates to salvation. (1 paragraph)
12. What does the army of dry bones represent according to Ezekiel 37:11? What does the symbol of the dry bones coming to life then represent according to 37:12-14? (1 paragraph)
13. What is the point of the two sticks in 37:15-22? (1-2 sentences)
14. What will that look like according to 37:23-28? (1 paragraph)
15. What covenant is 37:26 speaking of? Where else have we seen this up to this point in Scripture? What is the significance of this covenant? Explain the relationships between the Abrahamic, Mosaic, Davidic, and New Covenants which all come into play in this section. How do all these covenant fit into what we are seeing play out in chapters 36-37? (1-2 paragraphs)
16. Summarize in one sentence what is described in chapters 38-39? What is the setting/timing of this according to 38:8 (cf. 39:29)? Explain the purpose of all this according to 38:16 and 38:23? How do 39:7-8, 13, 21-29 add to and clarify that purpose? (1-2 paragraphs)
17. Thought question: How does the New Covenant apply to us since it was so clearly given to and about the nation of Israel? When is the New Covenant fulfilled? You will need to think through New Testament passages about the New Covenant for this one... (1-2 paragraphs)
18. Application: What do we learn about the relationship between God's glory and salvation in this passage? How does this relate to the topic of Divine Agency in salvation? How should having a God centered as opposed to man-centered view of salvation effect us on a daily basis?
19. Application: What do we learn about God's glory as it relates to His promises and faithfulness in this passage? How should this encourage and challenge us?
7. The Presence of Yahweh: Ezekiel 40-48
Scripture: Ezekiel 40-48
Theme: God's Glory will Return to His Temple and He will Forever Dwell with His People
Objectives: 
· To be encouraged by Ezekiel's vision of what the kingdom will be like
· To be exhorted to holiness in light of God's glory
· To be encouraged to trust in God's faithfulness to His promises
· To be encouraged to long for the presence of Yahweh
Reading:
· Read Ezekiel 40-48 two times
· Read Wright's section on Ezekiel 40-48
Questions:
1. Who is the 'prince' in this section? Why do you think so? (1 paragraph)
2. Note the following brief outline of chs. 40-48: 1) Dimensions of the new temple (40-43), 2) Description of new priesthood and sacrificial system (44-46), 3) Division of new land (47-48). What do chapters 40-43 begin to describe (40:5)? Where is it (40:2)? Why is this significant within the larger context of the book of Ezekiel? (1-2 sentences)
3. After the physical dimensions of the temple are described, what do we see happen in 43:1-9? Why is this so significant? (1 paragraph)
4. What is the purpose for describing the temple to the people according to 43:10-12? (1-2 sentences)
5. What response does Ezekiel have to seeing the glory of Yahweh in 44:4? What does this teach us about Yahweh's glory? (1-2 sentences)
6. What does this section as a whole (esp. chs. 44-46, the description of the new priesthood and sacrificial system), and particularly the following verses remind us is key to the purpose of the temple and the sacrificial system: 43:20, 26; 45:15,17,20? (1 paragraph)
7. What does the river in chapter 47 remind us of elsewhere in Scripture? What is the point and emphasis about this river? What is communicated by these emphases? (1 paragraph)
8. Summarize what we have learned about 'land' so far in Ezekiel. Why is the land so important in Ezekiel? How is it tied to the key concept of glory? How does this relate to what we see in this section in chs. 40-48? What do we learn from the section about the division of the land in 47:13ff.? (1 paragraph)
9. How does the entire book of Ezekiel end, and what does that emphasize to us? (1 sentence)
10. Explain your understanding of the timing of the events in Ezekiel that are yet future to us in relation to other events that the Bible prophecies for our future. In other words, give a rough overview of your understanding of eschatology. (1 paragraph)
11. Application: What encouragement do we receive from seeing Ezekiel's picture of what the kingdom will be like?
8. Serving Yahweh: Haggai
Scripture: Haggai
Theme: It is Worth it to Give Everything to Serve Yahweh in Light of the Coming Glory
Objectives: 
· To learn the priorities and principles for serving Yahweh
· To learn to serve in light of God's empowerment, by the power of His Spirit
· To learn to serve in light of eternity
Reading:
· Read Ezra 1-6
· Read Haggai four times
· Read Chisholm's section on Haggai
Questions:
1. Note the dates of all the prophecies in Haggai. Fit each of these into the chronology of Ezra. How many years were there between the foundation being laid and the work being restarted? (2-3 sentences)
2. What is the essence of what the people are saying in 1:2? Why is this so wrong to God? (2-3 sentences)
3. How does Yahweh respond to this in 1:4? What words plays and contrasts are there within the verse and tying to 1:2? What is the implied answer to God's question and what point is He trying to make? (1 paragraph)
4. What does God say in 1:5? How does the verse begin? Note that this verse contains a refrain that God says that continues throughout the book. What does this refrain mean? Look carefully at the contexts and you will find it has quite a specific meaning. (1 paragraph)
5. What is the point of 1:6? What should they have deduced from what 1:6 describes? (2-3 sentences)
6. 1:8- Why is the temple so important to God? How is His glory tied to the temple? Note that the temple is called 'the house' again. What connection is the author continuing to make? (1 paragraph)
7. What is God emphasizing in 1:9? Think about his reasoning. What causal connections is He trying to make? (1 paragraph)
8. Note the author's use of 'house' again in 1:9. What point is he trying to make? What does he mean when he says they were “running to his own house”? (2-3 sentences)
9. What are verses 1:10-11 reminiscent of? Where do we see this kind of language in the OT? (2-3 sentences)
10. Note that the word for 'drought' in 1:11 is basically the same word for 'desolate' used several times thus far. What connection is the author trying to make? (2-3 sentences)
11. How did the people respond to Haggai's first message? What two verbs describe their reaction in verse 12 (Note that the first verb is better translated 'heard', than 'obeyed')? What is the connection and significance of these verbs here? Notice what is said about Haggai in this verse. Why is this emphasized about him? (1 paragraph)
12. So how then does God respond to the people in 1:13? Why is this significant? (1 paragraph)
13. Then what did God do in 1:14? Why is this significant? Notice the chain of events in verses 12-14? What is significant about the chain (Notice the chain of 'so')? What is the final verb in the chain? (1 paragraph)
14. What does God now tell the people in 2:3? Why does God tell them this? What is He getting at? (2-3 sentences)
15. But even in light of what He tells them in 2:3, what does He tell them to do in 2:4-5 and why? (2-3 sentences)
16. What then does He tell them in 2:6-9? How does this fit in with 2:3? What is the overall message of this prophecy (Think about this!)? (1 paragraph)
17. Explain what question is being asked and what are the answers in 2:11-13? Why are the priests asked for a ruling? What are the principles that come directly from these verses? (1 paragraph)
18. How do the principles of 2:11-13 apply to the people in 2:14? (1 paragraph)
19. What was God asking them to consider in 2:15-17? What should they have realized? (1 paragraph)
20. So what does God ask them to consider again in 2:18? But even in light of what God asks them to consider in 2:18, what does God say in 2:19? (1+ paragraph)
21. How does the book end in 2:20-23? What was the message to the original recipients (Think about this!)? (1 paragraph)
22. What is a signet ring? What does it mean here? What about 'my servant'? (2-3 sentences)
23. Comment on the significance of God's election of Zerubbabel here. (2-3 sentences)
24. Summarize the message of each of the different prophecies of Haggai. What is the overall message of the book in light of the message of each of the individual prophecies? (1 paragraph)
25. Application: What do we learn about serving God from Haggai?
9. Messiah Sent to Cleanse & Empower: Zechariah 1-6
Scripture: Zechariah 1:1-6:8
Theme: God will Send Messiah who brings the Kingdom by Forgiveness and the Power of the Spirit
Objectives: 
· To give us hope in the certainty of God's plan
· To strengthen us to work for the furtherance of God's plan
· To impress on us the need for holiness and repentance to participate in God's plan
Reading:
· Read all of Zechariah once
· Read Zechariah 1:1-6:8 four times
· Read Chisholm's section on Zechariah 1:1-6:8
Questions:
1. When was Zechariah written? Compare when he lived/wrote to Haggai. What was going on during this time? (2-3 sentences)
2. What are major themes that run through the book of Zechariah? If you could summarize the major themes of this book under two main headings, what would they be and why? (2-3 sentences)
3. How is Yahweh usually referred to in Zechariah? What is the significance of this (Note especially 1:3)? (1 sentence)
4. Noting that chapters 1-6 are eight night visions, and 9-14 are two oracles (9-11 and 12-14), comment on the symmetry and structure of the book. What receives the emphasis in the book based upon this structure? What sections break out of this structure? Which sections receive the emphasis? (2-3 sentences)
5. How does 1:1-6 set the frame for the rest of the book of Zechariah? What does it clue us in on as a major purpose of the book? How does Zechariah theologically reinforce the message he is calling the people to in this section? (1 paragraph)
6. Comment on the content of each of the night visions. Are there any similarities between them? What does this suggest about the structure and focus of the night visions? (2-3 paragraphs)
7. Note carefully the various people who are speaking in the first vision. Comment on the identity of each one. Who receives central focus in the first vision? (2-3 sentences)
8. What is the significance of the myrtle trees in a ravine? Why does the author include this detail (Think about the setting of the book and the point of this vision for additional clues)? What are these various horses? (1 paragraph)
9. What do the horsemen report to the angel of Yahweh and what is His response? How does this clue us in to the point of this vision? What does the angel of Yahweh ask? (1 paragraph)
10. What is Yahweh's response? What receive the focus in Yahweh's answer? What is Yahweh going to do? (1 paragraph)
11. What does it mean that Yahweh will again 'chose Jerusalem'? (1 paragraph)
12. Who are the four horns and the four craftsmen? What is the point of the second vision? What is emphasized as the reason for what the craftsmen are coming to do? (1 paragraph)
13. What is the point of the man measuring Jerusalem (2:1-5)? What is the reason that this will happen? (2-3 sentences)
14. What does Yahweh tell His people to do and why in 2:6-8? Who is the 'He' and who is the 'me' and who is the 'you' in 2:8? What does this whole verse mean (Think about this!!)? What do we learn about the angel of Yahweh from this section? What does 'apple of His eye' mean? (1 paragraph)
15. Who is speaking in 2:9? What does this verse mean? (2-3 sentences)
16. What is so exciting in 2:10? What is going to happen in 2:11? What is this a fulfillment of? (2-3 sentences)
17. How does this vision end? How does it tie back to the message of this vision? (2-3 sentences)
18. What is the scene we find at the beginning of 3:1? What role to we find the angel of Yahweh playing here? What was the role of the High Priest in the nation of Israel? What does 'Satan' mean? What do we find him doing here? (2-3 sentences)
19. How does Yahweh respond to Satan for accusing His people in 3:2? On what basis does He do so? Why does Yahweh refer to Joshua as a brand plucked from the fire? What is the implication of this? (1 paragraph)
20. Now what do we see in 3:3? What is so shocking about this? (2-3 sentences)
21. What then does Yahweh do in 3:4-5? What is the order in which He does these things? What is this turban? (2-3 sentences)
22. Notice the official, solemn nature of what Yahweh says in 3:6-7 (admonished = testified, govern = legal ruling). What is God promising Joshua here? What were the conditions? (2-3 sentences)
23. What was Joshua a symbol of (3:8)? Where else in Scripture is the phraseology of 'My servant' and 'branch' used? (1 paragraph)
24. What is the one stone mentioned in 3:9? Where else in this book do we see 'seven eyes' and how does that help? What is the point of this verse? (1 paragraph)
25. How does this chapter end? (2-3 sentences)
26. Notice how chapter 4 begins. Is this a distinct vision or not? How does this effect the structure and emphasis of the night visions? (2-3 sentences)
27. Draw a simple picture of what is described in this chapter. What do the various aspects of the vision represent (especially the lampstand, the olive trees, and the oil). What does the text say to interpret this picture? (2-3 sentences)
28. Note that the Hebrew grammar makes clear that there are 49 pipes, seven to each lamp. Why so many pipes? (1 sentence)
29. What is the great mountain? What is the top stone? Why do they shout 'Grace, grace' to it? What are the seven eyes and what are they doing? (1 paragraph)
30. What is the point of this vision as a whole? (1 paragraph)
31. What is on the flying scroll? Why do you think these two specifics were chosen? What do you think it represents? Does its measurement have any significance? What verb is used to speak of the scrolls effect? What does this vision mean? (1 paragraph)
32. What in the world is going in the next vision? Where is Shinar? What is the point of wickedness being taken there? (1 paragraph)
33. What do the four horses do in the next vision (6:1-8)? What do the horses represent according to the angel? Where is the land of the North (6:8)? What is the point? (1 paragraph)
34. Note the sequence of the eight night visions and comment on the message of them together. (2-3 sentences)
35. Application: What do the central visions (chapter 3-4) teach us about God's role in using us for His glory?
36. Application: What do we learn about the Messiah from this section, and how He fits into God's plan for the world?
10. You Can't Coast into the Kingdom: Zechariah 6-11
Scripture: Zechariah 6-11
Theme: God will bring His King, but Humble, Heartfelt Relationship is how you enter His Kingdom
Objectives: 
· To call God’s people to humble repentance and courageous work
· To warn against the danger of religious duty without heartfelt listening to God
· To encourage that God’s plan overrules even His peoples’ rejection of Him
Reading:
· Read Zechariah 6-11 four times
· Read Chisholm's section on Zechariah 6-11
Questions:
1. What is so significant about putting a crown on the head of the High Priest? What did this act represent? Who is the branch? What is significant about him building the temple? (2-3 sentences)
2. Why is the temple so significant in this book? Why put the crown in the temple? (1 paragraph)
3. What is so significant about how this whole section ends? Who is talking by saying “then you will know...”? What is the point of this? What is the point of the 'if'? (1 paragraph)
4. What were the fasts of the 10th, 4th, 5th, and 7th months? Noting that the events of chapter seven are two years after the construction of the temple is underway, why do the men go to the priests and prophets and how does this fit in with the purpose of the fasts? What is the explicit purpose for their going given in 7:2? (1 paragraph)
5. What attitude do they portray in 7:3? (1 sentence)
6. How does God respond in 7:5? What were they really mourning for and what should they have been mourning for? Where did these fasts come from? What were they doing for 70 years and what should they have been doing? (2-3 sentences)
7. What shows they weren't fasting for God according to 7:6? What is the implied warning given in 7:7? (2-3 sentences)
8. What should they have been doing instead of the fasts according to 7:9-10? (2-3 sentences)
9. What is the fundamental issue according to 7:11-12? (2-3 sentences)
10. And so what did God do in response? Did God answer the question from the beginning of the chapter? (2-3 sentences)
11. What do we learn that God wants from His people from chapter 7? (2-3 sentences)
12. What connects chapter 8 with chapter 7? What is the flow of thought from chapter 7 into chapter 8? (2-3 sentences)
13. What is the basis for what happens in chapter 8 (see especially 8:2, but also elsewhere)? Count how many times 'Yahweh of Hosts' occurs in chapter 8. Why? (2-3 sentences)
14. What does Yahweh say He's going to do in 8:3-5? How is this reinforced in 8:6? (2-3 sentences)
15. What else is God going to do in 8:7-8? What is the basis for this? (2-3 sentences)
16. What is a major purpose of this chapter according to 8:9-17? What themes are repeated? What does God exhort them to (there are many exhortations here!) and what does He use to motivate them? (1 paragraph)
17. How does 8:18-23 tie chapter 8 to chapter 7? Why does the promise of 8:19 end with a command? What theme do we see this chapter ending on? (1 paragraph)
18. What does it mean in 9:1 that the eyes of all men are to Yahweh (NASB has best translation here)? Why are all men's eyes on Him (see the chapter for details)? What then do we see in 9:1-7? What theme do we see again in 9:7? (1 paragraph)
19. Note that this procession of Yahweh is likely referring to the march of Alexander the Great when he marched south and conquered the Levant. As the procession of Yahweh marches south in 9:1-7, what happens when He gets to Israel in 9:8? What is the significance of describing Alexander's march as Yahweh's procession? (2-3 sentences)
20. In contrast to Alexander, who is described in 9:9-10? How is He described? What will He do? (1 paragraph)
21. What will God then do for His people in 9:11-17? Why is He going to do so according to 9:11? What does 9:15 mean? Comment on the meaning of 9:16 and how it fits with Israel's purpose. (2-3 sentences)
22. What does the topic change to in 10:1-2? Why does it seem out of place and why do you think this is included here? (2-3 sentences)
23. What is Yahweh going to do in 10:3-12? What is interesting/amazing about what we see in 10:9 given that they have already returned from the exile? (2-3 sentences)
24. What do we see in 11:1-3? How does it tie into the rest of chapter 11? (2-3 sentences)
25. In light of the rest of this oracle (chapters 9-10) what is shocking/different about chapter 11? How does it fit in with the first two chapters? (2-3 sentences)
26. It appears that much of chapter 11 is based upon ideas/concepts found in Jeremiah. Read Jeremiah 7:32, 12:3, 18:1-4, and 19:1-6 for this background and we'll talk about it in class. Describe in your own words what happens in 11:4-14 (think through this). Does this appear to be future or past? Why do you think so? (1+ paragraph)
27. What then happens in 11:15-17? (2-3 sentences)
28. What is the point of chapter 11? Why is it included within the book? What is the right response to knowing this is going to happen? (1 paragraph)
29. Application: What are ways that we, like them, have redefined what relationship with Yahweh looks like (chapter 7)?
30. Application: How does a clear understanding of our hope, motivate us to work for the kingdom in the here and now?
11. Yahweh Loves to Save: Zechariah 12-14
Scripture: Zechariah 12-14
Theme: Yahweh Loves to Humble His People and Bring them to the Lowest Point so He can Show Off His Amazing Power to Save
Objectives: 
· To demonstrate God's love to save, and how He humbles His people to show His power
· To cause us to worship at the majesty of God's plan
· To grant us thankfulness at the graciousness of God's plan
Reading:
· Read Zechariah 12-14 four times
· Read Chisholm's section on Zechariah 12-14
Questions:
1. How is the second oracle introduced (12:1)? What does this introduction emphasize and how does that fit into the rest of the chapter? (2-3 sentences)
2. What is God going to do with Jerusalem in 12:2-3? What does this mean? Who is involved in this? (2-3 sentences)
3. What will then happen in 12:4-9? How is this emphasized in this section? (1 paragraph)
4. Then what happens in 12:10? Who is speaking in 12:10? Comment on the use of pronouns in this verse. In light of what we have seen already in Zechariah, comment on the identity of the antecedents (the noun the pronoun is referring to) of the pronouns. What is the theological significance of the fact that Yahweh initiates this verse? Where else have we seen the Spirit emphasized in Zechariah? What is being said about Him and His involvement here? Why is He described as a Spirit of grace and supplication? What is significant about the timing of this verse in light of verses 1-9? (1+ paragraph)
5. What happened at Hadad-Rimmon? Why are David and Nathan, Levi and Shimei mentioned? Why is there such an emphasis on each family mourning by itself? What is the point of 12:11-14? (1 paragraph)
6. Note the use of “in that day” throughout this section. What day is being talked about? (1 sentence)
7. Then what happens in that day in 13:1? What is the significance of a fountain “standing open”? What will this fountain be for? (1 sentence)
8. What will then happen in 13:2-6? (2-3 sentences)
9. What then happens in 13:7? Does this appear to be in chronological sequence? What is being emphasized that we keep seeing Israel “go through the wringer”? How does 13:7-9 help answer this question? (1 paragraph)
10. How does chapter 14 begin? What is emphasized in the initial few words? What is emphasized by the fact that the spoil will be divided among them? What else will then happen according to 14:2? (1 paragraph)
11. But what will happen just at that time according to verse 3? (1 paragraph)
12. What will happen when Yahweh comes according to 14:4-5? What about according to 14:6-8? What do these verses emphasize? (1 paragraph)
13. And what will be the end result of all this according to 14:9? What is emphasized by this verse? (2-3 sentences)
14. What do we then continue to see in 14:10-11? (2-3 sentences)
15. What do we see happened to the nations that came to attack Jerusalem according to 14:12-15? (2-3 sentences)
16. What do we see will happen in the kingdom from verses 14:16-19? How does this fit in with what we've seen as God's purpose all throughout the Old Testament? Read Leviticus 23:40-43 for background on the Feast of Booths. What do you think its significance is? (2-3 sentences)
17. How does the book end in 14:20-21? Does this seem out of place? How are these verses are at the heart of Zechariah's message of hope? (1 paragraph)
18. Application: What do we learn about God's plan from Zechariah? What was at the heart of God's message for His people in this book?
19. Application: How does an understanding that Yahweh repeatedly brought His people low so that they would look to Him and He would save them impact us in our daily lives? How does it impact how we go through trials?
12. Living in the Awesome Majesty of God: Malachi
Scripture: Malachi
Theme: Yahweh's Fearsome Majesty and Demands our Zeal for His Glory
Objectives: 
· To grow in our fear of Yahweh
· To grow in our zeal and jealousy for the glory of Yahweh
· To grow in our understanding of how living in the fear of Yahweh affects daily life
Reading:
· Read Malachi four times
· Read Chisholm's section on Malachi
Questions:
1. When was Malachi written? What has transpired since the days of Haggai and Zechariah? What were the people now like? What verses in Malachi clearly show the attitude of the people? (1 paragraph)
2. What is the structure of the book of Malachi? Noting the pattern for the first section within the book (1:2-5), come up with an outline for the book (try to do this without reading the commentary or other questions first!). What is the basic pattern and how many sections are there? What is the topic of each section and how do they tie together? How would you describe genre of this book? Think about the format of the book, who is talking in the book, etc. (2-3 paragraphs)
3. What are some of the major themes that run throughout the book of Malachi? Look for repeated words and themes throughout the book. (1 paragraph)
4. What nuance is there to 'love' and 'hate' in 1:2-5? How does 1st Kings 5:1 (note that the end of 1st Kings 5:1 should be translated, “for Hiram was a lover of David all his life”) help us detect this? (1 sentence)
5. What are the people asking in verse 2? What is significant about this? (2-3 sentences)
6. What is God's response in 1:2-5 and how does this fit in with their question? (1 paragraph)
7. Application: When it seems like we're not loved by God, what is the proof of God's love to us? (1 paragraph)
8. What is the next section all about according to 1:6? How had they despised God's name according to 1:7-14? Do you think they actually said what is quoted in 1:7? Explain. (2-3 sentences)
9. What is God's argument in 1:8 and what is its implication? (2-3 sentences)
10. What does God long for according to 1:10? What does this teach us about how we should interact in similar situations? (1 paragraph)
11. How is the main point reinforced in 1:11? Note that the tense of the verbs in this verse can be either present or future, ie. “Great is my name,” or “Great will be my name.” It seems better to take them as present tense verbs. (2-3 sentences)
12. What attitude do they show in 1:13? What were they doing according to 1:14? Why shouldn't this ever be according to 1:14? What is God's reasoning? (1 paragraph)
13. What does God promise to do to the priests if they don't change in 2:1-4? Why is this particularly fitting? (1 paragraph)
14. What is the covenant with Levi mentioned in 2:4? Read the following passages and note connections with this section in Malachi: Exodus 32:26-28; Lev 10:3,11; Numbers 25:11-13; Deuteronomy 21:5; 31:9-13; 33:8-11. What was a true priest supposed to be like according to these passages and also the rest of 2:4-9? (1 paragraph)
15. Comment on how better understanding the purpose of the priests helps us to understand the purpose of the nation of Israel, and even our purpose today? Where do we go in Scripture to make these connections? (2-3 sentences)
16. What else do we find these priests were doing according to 2:9? How does this fit in with the rest of the message to them? (1 sentence)
17. If you could pick one topic that all of 2:10-16 is about what would it be (Note that in 2:11 where NASB and ESV translate 'sanctuary' it is probably best to take it as 'holy people')? How then does God begin in 2:10? What is He trying to emphasize about the nation in 2:10 (think about this)? What key word occurs five times in this section that helps us understand it's purpose? How does all this fit together? (2-3 sentences)
18. How was Judah profaning Yahweh's Holy People whom He loved (2:11)? How then does 2:11 and 2:14 fit together? Read Ezra 10 for background, even though it's not the exact same time frame. (1 paragraph)
19. What does it mean that they 'weary Yahweh with their words' in 2:17? What were the people basically saying according to 2:17? How does God respond? What will He specifically do according to 3:1-5 and how is this in answer to 2:17? How is the covenant emphasized in this passage and why? (1 paragraph)
20. What does 3:6 mean and how is it connected with 3:7 and following? (1 paragraph)
21. How had they not kept God's statutes and in what way did they need to return to God according to 3:7-8? How was what they did 'robbing God'? (1 paragraph)
22. What was the result of their robbing God? What does God mean when He asks them to 'test Him in this' in 3:10? How is this testing different than the testing that happens in 3:15 (which is the same word)? (2-3 sentences)
23. What will be the end result if they obey? (1 sentence)
24. What were the people saying that was strongly against God in the next section? What attitude do we see once again? (1 paragraph)
25. What is the point of 3:16-18? Why is it significant that a book will be written with peoples' names who fear Yahweh? What is God going to do in the future? (2-3 sentences)
26. What is coming in 4:1? What is the contrast between 4:1 and 4:2 between? (2-3 sentences)
27. How does the book end in 4:4-6? What is the emphasis in this section? (2-3 sentences)
28. Thought question: How do the messages of all the various sections of Malachi fit together? What is the message of the book as a whole? (2-3 sentences)
29. Application: How does Malachi impact the way you go about your daily life in the small details of life? What does it mean to live by fearing Yahweh according to Malachi? How are you challenged to live by faith in everything that you do?

