I. The Torah
The Torah is the first division of the Old Testament in the Hebrew Canon. It consists of Genesis-Deuteronomy and is foundational to the rest of Scripture. Some of the major themes include God's Sovereignty and Plan for the world, the Abrahamic and Mosaic Covenants, the Law and the sacrifices, and blessing and cursing. This is a 4 unit class and consists of 18 lessons.

1. God's Plan for the World: Overview of The Torah
Scripture: Genesis-Deuteronomy
Theme: God's Plan is to Bless the World through His Covenant Keeping Nation
Objectives: 
· To understand the structure of both the Torah and Genesis.
· To understand the setting and recipients of the Torah.
· To understand the purpose of the Torah and Genesis in the Torah.
· To shape our worldview through an understanding of God's purpose in the world.
Reading:
· Skim through the Torah and familiarize yourself with its contents and structure.
· Read "Interpreting the Pentateuch," in The Pentateuch as Narrative by Sailhamer, pages 1-79.
· Read "Introduction," in An Introduction to the Old Testament Pentateuch by Wolf, pages 17-47 (this one is not due until the 4th class period).
Questions:
Note: Answer all the questions in order without reading the next question before answering the previous one. This is true for every lesson!
Note: The Hebrew Old Testament is called "The Tanak" (also spelled Tanach).  This is a Hebrew acronym for the three sections which make up the Old Testament: the Torah (the Law), the Neviim (the Prophets), and the Ketuvim (the Writings) (cf. Luke 24:44). We begin by studying the first section, the Torah, which contains the first five books of the Old Testament. Thus, another name for this section is the Pentateuch (the penta prefix means five, as in pentagon).
1. If the first five books of the Bible are one literary unit (and they are), who is the author (hint: Look in the last 4 chapters of Deuteronomy if you can't find other references in the Torah)? Why is this significant? (2-3 sentences)
2. What is the setting that the Torah was written in (ie. when was it written and to whom)? What was the situation these recipients were in (remember back to OT survey?)? (1 paragraph)
3. What do the following verses add to your understanding of the recipients? Deu 4:1; 5:1-3; 9:1; 27:9-10; 29:9-14. (2-3 sentences)
4. How is the Torah broken up as a whole? Does the five book division seem to reflect the intention of the author? Look at how each book ends and the next begins as a starting point. Do these breaks seem to be natural breaks intended by the author? Why or why not? (1 paragraph)
5. What is genre? Why do you think most of the Torah is narrative? What effect do you think comes from the fact that the Torah is mostly narrative? How does a narrative teach theology? Think about any differences that may exist between a narrative and the actual events themselves? What are the implications of these differences? (1+ paragraph)
6. What then do you think the purpose of the Torah is? (1 paragraph)
7. Skim through the book of Genesis and note all the genre changes (specifically where the book changes from narrative to genealogy and back). Are there any common phrases that tie these changes together (where the change takes place)? If/when you find a common phrase, note all the places where it is found (use Bible search software like ScrollTag to find all occurrences). What do these findings suggest about the structure of the book of Genesis? How many sections would it have? How long would they be? While you are skimming, also note where/how the scope of the book changes (ie. is the focus on individuals or on all humanity)? Why is the structure of a book important? (1 paragraph)
8. What is a generation (use an English dictionary if necessary)? (2-3 sentences)
9. In light of your answer in the previous question, how is the word 'generation' used in Gen 2:4? What is interesting, different, or noteworthy about the usage of the word here? (2-3 sentences)
10. Do the Toledots ('these are the generations of' statements) go with the preceding or following section? Why? What does this tell us about 1:1-2:3? (1 paragraph)
11. How is Genesis 12:1-3 important for understanding the Torah? How is its position in the structure of the book significant? What does it tell us about what God is going to do in His plan? (2-3 sentences)
12. How does knowing the Torah is one literary unity affect the application and interpretation of Genesis? (2-3 sentences)
13. Application: How does understanding the overarching structure, literary and historical context of the Torah affect the way that we read, study, and apply the Bible 1) collectively as the Church, 2) personally, and 3) devotionally?
2. God's Good Creation: Genesis 1
Scripture: Genesis 1:1-2:3
Theme: God Created His World Good for His Purpose and Placed Man at the Center of His Plan
Objectives: 
· To understand who God has revealed Himself to be.
· To understand who man is and what is his created purpose.
· To lay a foundation for understanding the purpose of Genesis, the Torah, and the Bible.
Reading:
· Read (thoughtfully) Genesis 1:1-2:3 three times.
· Read "Method for Studying Genesis," in Creation and Blessing by Ross, pages 37-49.
· Read "The Composition of Genesis," in Creation and Blessing by Ross, pages 65-97.
· Read "The Creation of the Universe by the Word of God," in Creation and Blessing by Ross, pages 99-116.
Questions:
1. How does this section (1:1-2:3) function in relationship to the structure of Genesis looked at last time? In other words, how does this section contribute to the overall structure of Genesis (in the light of the whole Torah)? (2-3 sentences)
2. In what way is 1:1-2:3 a “prologue”? Why have a prologue? How is it a prologue to the book of Genesis? How is it a prologue to the whole Torah? How is it a prologue to the whole of the Bible? (1 paragraph)
1. What is the scope of Genesis 1, and what does this imply about God and His plan? (2-3 sentences)
2. On what day did God create the earth? What does this tell us about the focus in creation? What would have been significant about the fact that God created the earth/land (same word in Hebrew) to Israel as they heard this for the first time? (1 paragraph)
3. What are some possible reasons the author included the Spirit of God in verse 2? What is the Spirit doing? (2-3 sentences)
4. What words or phrases are repeated in Genesis 1 (there are at least 5 significant ones)? What significance would each of these have had for the original recipients? (1 sentence each)
5. What did God create in each of the six days, and is there any pattern to His creation? What is the pattern? (2-3 sentences)
6. Due to the fact that there is a structure in the 6 days of Creation, does this indicate that chapter 1 is poetry? Why or why not? What is the significance of this? (1 paragraph)
7. What differences are there in the structure of how the six days are laid out? In other words do all 6 days have the same structure, if not, what is different and why? (1 paragraph)
8. What are some possible reasons the creation of the great sea creatures is mentioned? What about other aspects of creation that are mentioned (ie. the creation of the sun and the moon), what significance would there be for the original recipients in knowing that God created these things? (2-3 sentences)
9. What is different in the text about how God brought man into existence? (2-3 sentences)
10. What was God's immediate purpose in creating man and woman in His image (hint: if you can't see the purpose in the text, see verse 26)? (2-3 sentences)
11. What does this imply about what it means to be made in the image of God (think about this!)? (1+ paragraph)
12. When it states that man was made in God's image, does this include women? How can you tell from the text? What does this imply about men and women? (1 paragraph)
13. What command did God give the man and woman? How does this fit in with being made in God's image? What is tied/connected to this command in the text? What is implied by this connection? (2-3 sentences)
14. What did God give to the man and the woman? What does this imply? (2-3 sentences)
15. What significant words are used of the seventh day? What do they signify? (1 paragraph)
16. What do we learn about God’s world in this prologue? (1 paragraph)
17. Application: How does understanding God's creative intent for the world and for mankind affect the way that we think about life and our relationship to the world we live in?
3. Man's Purpose and Plummet: Genesis 2-3
Scripture: Genesis 2:4-3:24
Theme: God Created Man to Rule His Good World, but Man Fell through not Trusting Him
Objectives: 
· To understand God's purpose for creating man and woman
· To understand the similarities and differences between man and woman 
· To understand the effects of the fall on God's creation
· To understand how God's plan will continue
Reading:
· Read (thoughtfully) Genesis 2:4-3:24 three times.
· Read "The Creation of Man and Woman in the Garden," in Creation and Blessing by Ross, pages 117-129.
· Read "The Temptation and Fall," in Creation and Blessing by Ross, pages 130-138.
· Read "The Oracles of God at the Fall," in Creation and Blessing by Ross, pages 139-151.
Questions:
1. Read through this section and note any differences in the names used of God. What different names of God are used here and what do they signify? Why is the change of names here in chapter 2? (1 paragraph)
2. As you read chapter 2, what is being emphasized in verses 5-14? Why are the various details given? What do you think living in the garden would have been like? (1 paragraph)
3. Note the different words for plants in 2:5. Where else are plants are mentioned in chapters 1-3? What is different about how the plants are referred to in chapter 1 and chapters 2-3? How does chapter 3's mention of plants tie in with chapter 2? What is the point of mentioning the plants in chapters 2 and 3? (1 paragraph)
4. Thought question: What do you think is signified by the tree of the knowledge of good and evil? What would happen (besides dying!) if it was eaten? What does it mean to have the knowledge of good and evil? What does it imply that they didn't have this knowledge when created? (1 paragraph)
5. When was woman created? What comes before this and what comes after this in chapter 2? What is significant about this order? What happens between Adam and Eve's creation? (1 paragraph)
6. What is significant about 2:18's use of 'good'? How does this tie in with the use of the word good so far in Genesis? What does this imply about God since He is the One who recognized and remedied the situation? (1 paragraph)
7. What words are used to describe the woman's relationship to man in 2:18? What do these words imply about the man and woman's relationship? (1 paragraph)
8. What does the fact that Adam names the animals imply? When Adam says that his wife is bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh, what does this imply? (2-3 sentences)
9. Does verse 2:24 seem like a parenthetical statement (outside the scope of the narrative)? Why does the author include it? (1 paragraph)
10. Why does the author include 2:25 and what does it add to the narrative? (1+ sentence)
11. How does the first few words of chapter 3 begin? How do these words function in the narrative? What is the author doing by starting with "Now there was this crafty serpent..." (ie. why does he tell us that up front)? In the Hebrew the word for 'crafty' describing the serpent in 3:1 is almost the exact same word used in the previous verse saying that the man and woman were 'naked'. The author is making a word play between the two verses. Why? What is implied by this wordplay? (1 paragraph)
12. What was the serpent's basic tact in tempting the woman? How is her response different from what we have seen earlier in the narrative? (1 paragraph)
13. What key words do we see in 3:6 that we have seen earlier? What is different about their use here? What does 3:5 say will happen when they eat the fruit and how does that tie in with why Eve ate in 3:6? What three phrases are used to describe the reason why the woman ate the fruit? What do they imply about temptation? How did Adam respond? (1+ paragraph)
14. What were the immediate responses to them eating the fruit (verses 7-10)? (2-3 sentences)
15. Who did God go to after they sinned? Why? What is each of their responses? What does Adam imply about God in his response? What does Eve say in her response? Does the text affirm or contradict her response? (1 paragraph)
16. How does God respond to the Serpent? What key word is used here for the first time in the Torah? What related term have we already seen. Read 3:15 very carefully and list all the different people involved. What key is there in the text that the verse is speaking of more than just a literal serpent and its literal offspring? (1+ paragraph)
17. Are the man and the woman cursed like the Serpent? What word is used of both the man and the woman? How does the Fall effect both the man and the woman? List the effects. Notice what reasons God gives for what He says to each the man and the woman. (1+ paragraph)
18. Did the man and woman die? Why? Explain your reason. (1 paragraph)
19. How did Adam respond to God's pronouncements? How did God then respond to Adam? (1+ paragraphs)
20. How does the story of the Fall end (vss. 22-24)? What reversals have occurred? What irony is there in this section? (1 paragraph)
21. Application: How does this passage effect our understanding of men's and women's roles? How does it effect our understanding of marriage? In what ways should this change the way you live either now or in the future?
22. Application: What do we learn about temptation and how to battle temptation from this passage? How will understanding this section effect how you respond to temptation in the future?
4. The Downward Spiral of Sin and Death: Genesis 4-11
Scripture: Genesis 4:1-11:26
Theme: After Mankind Fell into Sin, the Effects of Death Permeated God's Good World
Objectives: 
· To understand the effects of sin and death on the world
· To give an appreciation for God's plan to restore blessing to the world
· To understand God's holiness and hatred of sin
Reading:
· Read (thoughtfully) Genesis 4:1-11:26.
· Read Creation and Blessing by Ross, pages 152-256.
Questions:
1. How does Genesis 4:1 begin? In light of what we've just read in chapter 3, what do you think Adam and Eve would be thinking? (1-2 sentences)
2. What is different about Cain and Abel's offerings? What does the text put emphasis on? (1 paragraph)
3. What key word is used again in 4:7 (note that 'well' and 'good' are the same word in Hebrew)? What do we learn about it here? What does God do in this verse and the preceding one? Why? (1 paragraph)
4. What is the answer to Cain's rhetorical question in verse 9? What would have been significant about this for Israel? (2-3 sentences)
5. What key word do we see in verse 11? What is different than how it was used earlier? (2-3 sentences)
6. What is God's punishment of Cain (what good thing is taken from Cain)? How does Cain respond to his punishment? (2-3 sentences)
7. What is the point in the story about Lamech? (2-3 sentences)
8. How does the chapter end? What does this teach us about God and His plan? (2-3 sentences)
9. What is the pattern in the genealogy in Chapter 5? What does that pattern emphasize? (1 paragraph)
10. What are the exceptions to the pattern (there are 3)? And what do they each emphasize? (2-3 sentences)
11. What's the point of this genealogy? (1 sentence)
12. Who are the sons of God and the daughters of men? What clues do you have just from this immediate text? Elsewhere? What happens here and how does this fit into the Genesis narrative? (1 paragraph)
13. What key words do we see again in 6:2 (note: 'beautiful' is the same word for 'good') that we have seen before and what do they emphasize? What key words do we see again in 6:5 and what do they emphasize? How does 6:5 play off of 6:2? What word is repeated in 6:6 from 6:5 and why? If you have the ability, note the Hebrew words repeated in 6:6 from 5:29. (1 paragraph)
14. How does this section end in 6:7? What does 6:8 state? What is striking about these two verses next to each other? What is a synonym for 'favor'? What does this signify? (2-3 sentences)
15. How is Noah described in 6:9? How is this specifically seen in the narrative that follows (details)? (1 paragraph)
16. What major key word is used for the first time in the Bible in this section 6:18-22, and is a major emphasis for the rest of the flood account? What does it signify? (1 paragraph)
17. What verbs are repeated in 7:16-24 (use software or a concordance if necessary)? What do they emphasize about God? (2-3 sentences)
18. Why is 8:1 such a pivotal point within the flood narrative? What does it signify? What is emphasized through the rest of this section (8:1-15)? Why all the mentions of time? What is Noah doing? How does the chapter end (8:16-22)? What is important about this ending? (1 paragraph)
19. What key word begins chapter 9? What does this remind us of from earlier in Genesis? What does the rest of this section emphasize (9:1-17)? What key word is repeated? (1 paragraph)
20. What is the point of the next section (9:18-29)? How does the background (parenthetical, see ESV) information given in verse 18 help us to understand the point? Contrast how Shem/Japheth deal with their father and how Ham does. Elaborate. (1+ paragraph)
21. How is the genealogy in chapter 10 different than the others in Genesis (there are several significant differences)? In light of these differences, what is the purpose of this chapter? (1 paragraph)
22. What were the key elements of the people's sin in the Babel account? What do we learn about God? How does this story fit into God's plan? (1 paragraph)
23. Who is the genealogy in 11:10-26 about? Who does it tie to whom? Why? (1-2 sentences)
24. Application: What does this section teach us about mankind and our predicament? How does this shape our worldview and effect how we interact with unbelievers?
5. The Chosen Man in God's Plan: Genesis 12-25
Scripture: Genesis 11:27-25:11
Theme: God Chose One Man through whom He Would Work out His Plan to Restore Global Blessing 
Objectives: 
· To understand how God's promise to bless the world will be worked out so that we know how to participate in God's plan
· To see how Abraham trusted in God and was blessed so that we will be confident to trust
· To be grounded in the faithfulness of God to His promises so we will be encouraged to live in faithful obedience
Reading:
· Read (thoughtfully) Genesis 11:27-25:11.
· Read Creation and Blessing by Ross, pages 257-430.
Questions:
1. Trace the Abrahamic Covenant through this section (this will take a while, do this thoughtfully). Note all the places where God makes promises to Abraham. What does God promise in each section? What are the conditions? How does the promise grow/change through the section? Work carefully on this! As a sub-question, note the use of 'blessing' through this section (especially in 12:1-3). Why is God blessing Abraham? (1/2 to 1 page, single spaced)
2. Trace Abraham's (and others as well!) triumphs and failures of faith in this section. Try to divide up this section into the individual narratives and answer the following for each: When did he triumph? When did he fail? Why did he either triumph or fail? Give lessons learned from each. (1-2 pages, single spaced)
3. Application: What do you learn about God and man's relationship to Him through walking through the Abrahamic covenant? How does that knowledge effect the way you live?
4. Application: What do you learn through Abraham's triumphs and failures of faith as a whole that will change the way you walk in relationship to God?
6. The Faithfulness of God Despite Deceit: Genesis 25-36
Scripture: Genesis 25:12-36:43
Theme: Although Jacob did not Trust God and so Acted Deceitfully, He was Still God's Chosen means through which to Work, so God Ultimately Changed his Heart and Used him
Objectives: 
· To see how deceit endangers God's plan and our participation in it
· To see how God is faithful to His Word and plan despite sin
Reading:
· Read Genesis 25:12-36:43.
· Read Creation and Blessing by Ross, pages 431-594.
Questions:
1. How does the genealogy of Ishmael (25:12-18) fit into the structure of Genesis and move the story forward? (1 paragraph)
2. How does the narrative in 25:19-34 set the stage for this section? What do we learn about the key 'actors' who are introduced in the narrative here? What do we find out here that will be developed as the story progresses? (1 paragraph)
3. What's the point of chapter 26? Do we see any similarities with what has come before? Where and what are they? Why does the author bring out these similarities? What key words are in this section? (1 paragraph)
4. What's the point of chapter 27? Did the various people in this story do what was right or wrong? Why do you think so? What was the result? What do we learn about blessings? What do we learn about God in the midst of it all? (1 paragraph)
5. What does 28:1-5 teach us about God, His blessing, and His plan? (1 sentence)
6. What is the context of 28:10-22 (remind yourself of what has just happened)? How would Jacob have felt coming into this section? How would this incident have made Jacob feel? What would it have reaffirmed to him? (2-3 sentences)
7. Does 29:1-14 sound familiar? To what? What do the similarities teach us? (2-3 sentences)
8. What happens in 29:15-30? Who does what to whom? If you were watching this story (starting at 25:12) how would you feel at this point in the movie? What's the lesson the author is trying to communicate? (2-3 sentences)
9. What do we see going on in 29:30-30:24? What is the cause and what is the result (both immediate and lasting for hundreds of years)? (1 paragraph)
10. What does 30:25-43 emphasize (especially in 27, 30, 43)? Why is this amazing in light of what is going on in the rest of 30:25-43? What does this teach us about God and His plan again? (1 paragraph)
11. What key (and somewhat rare) word is repeated over and over in chapter 31 (8 times)? What does this teach us about what we continue to see in this chapter? What other key word shows up in verse 44? What is the lesson here? (1 paragraph)
12. What does 32:1-21 emphasize? What is Jacob thinking? How would you describe his feelings? What does Jacob do in this section that is key to what follows? (2-3 sentences)
13. Explain the significance of 32:22-32 and how it fits into the narrative. (2-3 sentences)
14. Remind yourself when was the last time Jacob saw Esau and the circumstances. What happens in chapter 33? Is this what Jacob expected? Is it close to what he expected? What does this teach us? What key word is repeated several times in this section and what does it teach us? What do we continue to see of Jacob in 33:2 and 33:18 (in light of 33:14)? (1 paragraph)
15. Does chapter 34 seem to fit into the narrative at this point? What have we learned we should do when something seems out of place? Why is this section here? What does it teach or emphasize (especially verses 2, 9-10, 23) that would have taught something to the original readers (think about this!)? (1 paragraph)
16. What is added by chapter 35 to this section? What themes do we see repeated that we have already seen? (2-3 sentences)
17. How does the genealogy of Esau (chapter 36) fit into the structure of Genesis and move the story forward? (2-3 sentences)
18. Application: What do we learn for ourselves in this narrative? What is the interrelation of God's plan and our involvement in it?
7. God Meant it for Good: Genesis 37-50
Scripture: Genesis 37:1-50:26
Theme: God will Sovereignly Work out His Plan in the End, though it Doesn't always Look Like it
Objectives: 
· To see how God works out everything according to His sovereign plan
· To learn how to trust God in the midst of circumstances that seem contrary to His plan
Reading:
· Read Genesis 37:1-50:26.
· Read Creation and Blessing by Ross, pages 595-717.
Questions:
1. How does this section begin in chapter 37 (especially the first few verses)? How are key characters introduced? What is said about them? How does this color what is to follow? Why are dreams so important in this narrative? What are they generally about? (1 paragraph)
2. Does chapter 38 seem to fit into this narrative? How does it begin (the first few words)? What does how it begins suggest? Who are the main characters? What is important about them for the original recipients of the story? What do we see as this story progresses about these characters? What does that tell us about the point of this section? What one verse in the chapter summs up the point? (1 paragraph)
3. What does chapter 39 add to the narrative? What major themes that we have already seen in Genesis are reinforced? How does Joseph respond in this chapter? Are there lessons we can we learn from this? (1 paragraph)
4. How would Joseph have felt at the end of chapter 40? How do you feel at the end of this chapter? What does it add to the narrative to have another glimpse of hope shattered? (2-3 sentences)
5. What do we see happen in chapter 41? How do the previous chapters lead to this point? What is the lesson we learn from what happens? How is Joseph portrayed here? If you could choose one word to describe him in this chapter what would it be (hint: it's in the text if you read carefully)? How has this characteristic been shown of him throughout the narrative thus far (pick a couple other examples from previous chapters). (1 paragraph)
6. What is the key word in chapter 42 that informs us of it's point? What is the question the readers would have wondered? (2-3 sentences)
7. Where do we find ourselves at the beginning of chapter 43? What is the predicament? How is it resolved? More importantly, who resolves it and how? Contrast how the problem is resolved in chapter 43 with the attempted resolution at the end of chapter 42. Note 43:32. What does this side note emphasize and why is it important? (1 paragraph)
8. What do we see happen in chapter 44? Who talks and what does he say? What key words keep reoccurring through this narrative? Why? (1 paragraph)
9. Using literary terms, what is chapter 45? What is the main point (which verses make this point explicit)? (1 sentence)
10. What do chapters 46 and 47 add to the story? (1 paragraph)
11. What is the emphasis in chapter 48? What key words/themes come up? What key theme in Genesis does the switching of the hands by Jacob reinforce? (1 paragraph) 
12. What happens in chapter 49? What is the time frame? What does this time frame emphasize? What is significant about Genesis 49:10? Why does the fourth son receive this blessing instead of the first three (this can be answered in detail from the text)? What key word is repeated in 49:25-28? (1 paragraph)
13. What plot twist occurs in chapter 50? What does its resolution emphasize? What key words are used and how? What verse is key and seems to summarize the point of the entire section? How does the narrative end? Where are the people and where does Joseph want his bones ultimately buried? Why? (1 paragraph)
14. Application: How does the Joseph story effect our perspective as we go through difficult circumstances? How should we respond?
15. Application: What do we learn about God and His plan from Genesis as a whole to apply to our lives?
8. Yahweh's Saving Power: Exodus 1-12
Scripture: Exodus 1:1-12:51
Theme: Yahweh Displayed His Saving Power and Mercy through Redeeming His People
Objectives: 
· To see what God was accomplishing through the Exodus
· To understand how we fit into God's grand design and what our response should be
Reading:
· Read Exodus 1:1-12:51 three times.
Questions:
1. A key word used throughout the Exodus narrative is the word 'serve' (Heb: `abad). The root behind this verb is also used in the English words, 'slave', 'slavery', 'work as slaves', 'labor/work rigorously', 'serve', etc. What significance does this word have throughout the narrative (Exodus 1:13-14; 2:23; 3:12; 4:23; 5:9, 11, 18; 6:5, 6, 9; 7:16, 26; 8:16; 9:1, 13; 10:3, 7, 8, 11, 24, 26; 12:25, 26, 31)? What point(s) is Moses trying to get across by using this word? (1 paragraph)
2. What is the point of Exodus 1:7? What is ironic about Exodus 1:12? 1:17? 2:5-10? (2-3 sentences)
3. Think about how 2:11-14 fits into the timing of the Exodus narrative and what lessons we learn from this part of the story. What was Moses trying to do/accomplish? (2-3 sentences)
4. What is so significant about Exodus 2:23-25 in the flow of the narrative? (1 paragraph)
5. What do we see the Egyptian magicians doing in this narrative? How do they fit into the story? (2-3 sentences)
6. How does Pharaoh fit into the story we have continued from Genesis? What key themes and ideas from Genesis do we see developed in Exodus and how does Pharaoh and Egypt fit into this (ie. Exodus 1:22)? (2-3 sentences)
7. As you read through this whole section (chapter 1-12) what key word/phrase repeatedly comes up as to the purpose for the Exodus (there are several slight variations of the same wording/phrasing/theme sprinkled through the first 12 chapters of Exodus. Hint: It occurs over 10 times)? What is God's reason for saving His people? Once you find this phrase, think about what God was accomplishing in the Exodus and how He did so. Answer this question before moving on to the next one. Spend a good deal of timing thinking through and answering this question! (1 paragraph)
8. How does Exodus 5:2 fit into the previous question (think about this!)? (2-3 sentences)
9. Why does Moses ask Yahweh what His name is (3:13-14)? Didn't the name Yahweh already appear many times in Genesis? How does 6:1-8 fit into this discussion (especially verses 3 and 5)? Think very carefully about this paragraph and what it reveals about God's purpose and how your findings from the last two questions all fit together. Spend time on this! (1 paragraph)
10. How does Exodus 7:5 fit into your answer? Does it fit? If not, go back and revise your answers! (2-3 sentences)
11. What key word is repeated in 4:1-9 that is so significant in the flow of thought? How does this idea fit into the big picture of what God is doing in the Exodus? How does 4:31 fit into this? (2-3 sentences)
12. Does Exodus 4:24-26 seem to fit into the narrative? If not, is it significant? What does the episode center around? What is the significance of this? What is the point of this episode therefore? (1 paragraph)
13. How does Exodus 5:20-23 fit into the concept of belief? How did Moses and Aaron and the people respond? Do we often respond like that? What needs to change so we don't respond like that? (2-3 sentences)
14. What is said in this section about the hardening of Pharaoh's heart? Who hardens his heart? What is the emphasis and why does the author repeat this theme? How does Exodus 7:3 and 10:1-2 fit into this purpose? (1 paragraph)
15. What does Exodus 12:12 teach us about what God was doing in the Exodus? How is this seen in the 10 plagues? How specifically? (2-3 sentences)
16. What is the emphasis on in the Passover ritual (cf. Exo 12:27)? Why is it important to perform this ritual every year (Exo 12:14, 17, 24)? What application does that have for us? (2-3 sentences)
17. Application: Who is our God? Who has He revealed Himself to be? How does that change our lives? How do we live in light of His revealed character?
9. Entering Faithful Covenant Relationship: Exodus 13-24
Scripture: Exodus 13-24
Theme: Yahweh Entered into Covenant Relationship with His People at Sinai, and Called them to be Faithful to it.
Objectives: 
· To understand God's purpose in entering into covenant relationship with Israel
· To shape our worldview in terms of what God is doing in this world and how He is accomplishing that plan
Reading:
· Read Exodus 13-24 twice.
Questions:
1. As 13:1-15:21 are really a continuation of the previous section, what continued phrases and themes do you see from the previous section in 13:1-15:21? What key word is additionally emphasized as to the purpose of why God brought Israel through the Exodus (see Exo 14:4, 17, 18)? Define this word? What is the significance of it? Are there any other new or expanded words/themes from the previous section that are significant? (1 paragraph)
2. What is the significance of the phrase "strong hand" that occurs throughout the Exodus narrative (cf. 13:14)? (1 sentence)
3. What phrase do we see in 14:10 that we've already come across and what is its significance here? (2-3 sentences)
4. What is the significance of 14:30-31? What key words are used and what is the author trying to teach Israel? (2-3 sentences)
5. What does 15:11-12 emphasize that we have seen earlier as well? What does 15:14-16 add to this? (2-3 sentences)
6. What key word is used to describe Israel's sin in 15:22-17:16? How does this fit in with themes we have seen earlier? How should have the people responded (using themes we have already seen emphasized) rather than how they did? What does 16:6, 12 add to our understanding/connection of these themes? What does it imply about their grumbling? What is so shocking/amazing about this in light of the timing of everything? What does this teach us? Do we do the same thing? Think about the application of this for your own life! (1 paragraph)
7. What do we see happening in 18:1-12 that brings us back to key themes in the Torah? Think carefully of how especially verse 1 and 8-9 and 11 fit into this. (1 paragraph)
8. What does Exodus 19:4-6 teach us about God's purpose in saving Israel? What is the implication of the 'if' in verse 5? Describe in your own words what it means in verse 6 that Israel would be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. What is a priest's job? How could the whole nation be a kingdom of priests? Who are they priests to? What does 'holy' mean? These are obviously significant concepts, what do they mean? (1+ paragraph)
9. Note Exodus 19:9 and comment on its relation to what we have already seen. (2-3 sentences)
10. What is consecration (cf. 19:10, 14, 22, 23)? If you are able, look up what words are related to this word in the Hebrew? Use a (Hebrew) dictionary if possible. (2-3 sentences)
11. What is significant about the first two verses of Exodus 20? Why is verse 2 so important when coming before the 10 commandments? (1 paragraph)
12. What are some principles you learn about Yahweh and what is important to Him from reading the 10 commandments? What is significant/different about the last commandment? (1 paragraph)
13. As you read through chapters 21-24, what are some of the principles that you learn about Yahweh and what is important to Him from these laws? (2-3 sentences)
14. Thought question: Are we bound to obey these laws in 21-24? How about the 10 Commandments? Why or why not? (1+ paragraphs)
15. Application: How is our purpose similar or different from Israel's purpose? How is the basis for our obedience similar or different?
10. God with Us: Exodus 25-40
Scripture: Exodus 25-40
Theme: God Dwells among His Covenant People when they are Holy in Relationship to Him
Objectives: 
· To understand the significance of God dwelling with His people and the implications of that
· To see God's character more clearly, and how we should respond to it
Reading:
· Read Exodus 25-40 twice (you can skim over the specific laws)
Questions:
1. What are the laws in chapters 25-31 centered around (one word answer, something physical)? What does this thing symbolize? What is the purpose of the other things in this section in relation to this primary object? Why so much detail? What is so important to God? (1 paragraph)
2. What happens in Exodus 32:1-6? What are the people saying about the calf? about Yahweh? What is verse 5 saying and how does that fit into the rest of these six verses? (1 paragraph)
3. What does Moses do in Exodus 32:10-14? What is the basis for what Moses asks? How does this basis fit into the key themes we saw in the first 15 chapters of Exodus? What do we see Yahweh do in 32:14? How does this fit into our understanding of Yahweh's sovereignty? How does this affect our understanding of prayer? (1+ paragraph)
4. What does Moses do in Exodus 32:25-29? Why is this necessary? What key/significant word shows up again that we've seen before? Why do you think this key concept shows up again here and what is Moses trying to teach us about it by talking about it here? (2-3 sentences)
5. How does Exodus 32:30-35 bring some resolution? What is required? What types of consequences are at stake? (2-3 sentences)
6. What result of this incident is given by God in Exodus 33:3? How do the people respond to what God says in 33:3? How does Moses respond to 33:3 in 33:12-13? How does God respond to Moses (33:14)? What does Moses say in response to God's answer and how does what Moses say inform us about what is at stake here (33:15-16)? (1 paragraph)
7. In 33:17-23 and also in 34:6-7, what key words are used? What is God doing there? What is God's name? What is so absolutely shocking about this revelation of Yahweh in light of chapter 32? (1+ paragraph)
8. How does Moses respond to God's revelation of Himself? How should we? (2-3 sentences)
9. And so what do we see in response to all of this in 34:10, 27 (cf. 34:11-16)? (2-3 sentences)
10. What do chapters 35-40 remind you of (cf. you shall make...)? Anything we've seen before? Where? What's the point of the similarities? (1 paragraph)
11. How does Exodus end? What is so significant about the ending? How does it relate to major themes and lessons in this book? (2-3 sentences)
12. Application: How is the presence of God significant in our lives? What do we learn from this section about God's presence and how that should affect us? What is necessary for God's presence?
13. Application: What do we learn about God's character from this section? How should we respond?
11. Sacrifice and Atonement: Leviticus
Scripture: Leviticus 1-7; 10, 16-17
Theme: Substitutionary Atonement through Sacrifice is Necessary to be in Relationship with God
Objectives: 
· To understand the various aspects of sacrifice and atonement from an OT perspective
· To understand the importance and significance of sacrifice and atonement in God's economy
Reading:
· Read Leviticus 1-7; 10, 16-17
· Read Holiness to the LORD by Ross, pages 15-33; 42-58; 65-66; 73-82;  and Introduction, Theological Ideas, Synthesis, and Concluding Observations from chapters 2-15, 19, 28, 30.
· Read carefully "The Terminology of Atonement; The Old Testament Root (כפר)" in A Biblical Theology of the Doctrines of Sovereign Grace by George Zemek, pages 118-123. We will discuss this article in class, so try to understand it even though it is difficult. Feel free to discuss it with fellow students.
Questions:
1. Name and carefully compare and contrast the various sacrifices in Leviticus 1-7. What does each one emphasize? What lessons do we learn about God and how we should relate to Him? Take time on this! What is signified by placing the hand on the animal (Lev 1:4)? What does the 'salt of the covenant' emphasize (2:13)? (3+ paragraphs)
2. What does the number, frequency, and variety of sacrifices emphasize? How important was the tabernacle and sacrificial system to OT worship? Why? (2-3 sentences)
3. What are the implications of the fact that the OT talks about intentional and unintentional sins (ie. Lev 4)? What is different in the way they are dealt with? (2-3 sentences)
4. Define atonement (use an English dictionary if necessary). What does the meaning of the Hebrew word for atonement suggest about how atonement is achieved (the Zemek article comments on this)? (1 paragraph)
5. What are the definitions to the words propitiation and expiation (use an English dictionary if necessary and also see the Zemek article if needed for this whole question)? What is the difference between propitiation and expiation? What is the difference in the grammatical subject between the verbs propitiate and expiate (ie. who/what is propitiated and who/what is expiated)? Where do we see aspects of either or both of these concepts in the chapters in Leviticus we read for this lesson? Which of the two words (propitiation/expiation) better describes pagan sacrifices? How are sacrifices in the OT different than pagan sacrifices? What is the relationship between propitiation and expiation? How do both these concepts fit together into an OT concept of atonement? (1+ paragraph)
6. What do we learn about atonement from Leviticus 16 (note that the word translated 'mercy seat' literally is 'place of atonement' in Hebrew)? What do the rituals involving the two goats signify? What is death (in a theological sense) and how does this fit in? (1 paragraph)
7. Who could enter the Holy of Holies? How often? What does the entire ritual of the day of atonement teach us about access to God? (2-3 sentences)
8. What does Leviticus 17 teach us about blood? Why is blood so important? What does it signify? How does this connect with the rest of the Torah (specifically, Genesis 3)? (2-3 sentences)
9. What lessons do we learn about God and our relationship to Him from the sin of Nadab and Abihu in Leviticus 10? What was Moses angry about in 10:16-18? Why do you think that Eleazar and Ithamar didn't get consumed by fire like Nadab and Abihu? What's the difference? Why is this story put right after the previous one? What does this teach us about God? Comment on what Leviticus 10:3 teaches us in this regard. (1 paragraph)
10. What principles should we take away from all of this about how we relate to and worship God? (1 paragraph)
11. Application: What does learning about sacrifice and atonement change about the way you think of 1) God, 2) yourself, 3) Christ's sacrifice? How do you respond?
12. Holiness, Purity, and Priesthood: Leviticus
Scripture: Leviticus 8-15; 18-27
Theme: God is Holy and so Requires Holiness and Purity from His People
Objectives: 
· To understand the relationship between holiness and purity and what this teaches about God and His relationship to people
· To understand how God wants His people to live in the world and how holiness and purity relate to God's purposes in this world
Reading:
· Read (quickly) Leviticus 8-15; 18-27
· Read Holiness to the LORD by Ross, the Synthesis, and one sentence summary statement (indented in the text and using a different font in the Concluding Observations) from chapters 16-27; 31-48; 50
· Watch: http://thegospelcoalition.org/article/what-is-morality-other-than-harm
Questions:
1. What is consecration/sanctification in Leviticus? What do the words mean? What is consecrated in Leviticus (especially chapter 8)? What is 'progressive sanctification' and do we see that concept in Leviticus? What does Leviticus 22:32 teach about consecration and the reason it is done? What is the connection between consecration and holiness? (1 paragraph)
2. What do the following words mean: clean, unclean, holy, common/profane, defile/pollute, profane (as a verb), consecrate/sanctify, cleanse? What is their relationship between one another? How does Leviticus 10:10 help us to understand them?  What other verses point out the relationship between these words? Do word searches on them (using biblegateway.com if necessary) and see their relationships. What does 12:4 teach us about the relationship between what is clean/unclean and what is sacred/holy? What does Leviticus 21:4 add to our understanding? Try to look up as many verses as you can that use these words and to understand what is going on in relationship to all of them. (1 paragraph)
3. What happens to make something unclean in Leviticus? Can uncleanliness spread? What happens to make something clean in Leviticus? What happens to make something holy or to make something common in Leviticus? (1 paragraph)
4. Thought question: Why is there a distinction between the priests and the rest of the people? What other distinctions can you think of in Leviticus? What do these distinctions teach us? Think about this! (1 paragraph)
5. What happens in chapter 9 of Leviticus? What is God's response to what happens in chapter 9? What key word is used at the end of this chapter? What is the connection with what proceeded? What does this teach us? (1 paragraph)
6. What was the main failure of Nadab and Abihu according to Leviticus 10:3? Where do we see this elsewhere in Leviticus? What does this teach us about the purpose for all the regulations in Leviticus? (2-3 sentences)
7. What are chapters 11-15 about? What is the common theme? Why does God give these laws? What do the laws communicate about God and His people? (2-3 sentences)
8. How does 18:1-5 introduce the next section? What does it tell us about what is to come? What do we learn about holiness and 'standing out'? (2-3 sentences)
9. What are chapters 18-20 about? What is the common theme? Why does God give these laws? What do the laws communicate about God and His people? (2-3 sentences)
10. What principles do we learn from chapter 25? What does this teach us is important to God? What do we learn from Jubilee? Comment on the economic system laid out in the Old Testament and compare and contrast it to the modern systems of communism and capitalism. (2-3 sentences)
11. What is contained in chapter 26? What does this remind us of that we have seen in the Torah about the Mosaic covenant? (2-3 sentences)
12. What principles would you draw out of all this? What was God trying to communicate with all this clean, unclean, holy, common/profane, defile/pollute, consecrate/sanctify, cleanse terminology (think about this!)? (1+ paragraphs)
13. Thought question: Discuss the purpose of all these laws from the standpoint of the video on morality. What makes laws moral or immoral? Why did God give so many detailed laws? (1+ paragraphs)
14. Application: Why is there such a huge emphasis on all these themes in Leviticus? What does it teach us about God and our relationship to Him to see such an emphasis on holiness, cleanliness, sanctification, purity, etc. etc. etc.
13. God's Blessing and Israel's Failure: Numbers 1-14
Scripture: Numbers 1-14
Theme: God Continues to Bless His People Despite their Sin, but their Ultimate Lack of Faith will Result in Judgment for that Generation
Objectives: 
· To see the importance of faith and trusting in God in order for God's plan to be accomplished
· To learn how God prepares people for what He sends them to do
· To understand key principles upon which to build a life of prayer
Reading:
· Read Numbers 1-14 twice
· Read Dominion and Dynasty by Dempster, pages 15-51
Questions:
1. What does the census of Numbers chapter 1 teach us? Who is numbered? Why take the census now? (1 sentence)
2. What does the test for adultery accomplish in Numbers 5:11-31? It seems out of place, so that suggests that it may be important. What is the point of the other laws in this section? (2-3 sentences)
3. What is the emphasis in the Nazarite vow (Numbers 6)? (2-3 sentences)
4. What key theme comes up again in Numbers 6:22-27? What is significant in that the priests are the ones perform this? Why is verse 27 significant? Is this just a prayer for the people? (1 paragraph)
5. What do we see happening in the rest of chapter 1-10 of Numbers. What are they getting ready to do (Number 10:11-36)? What does God do to get them ready? (1 paragraph)
6. As the people finally set out toward the promised land what happens in chapter 11? What happens first and then what happens after that? How is each incident resolved? What does all this teach us? (1 paragraph)
7. What happens in chapter 12? What does this teach us about God appointed leadership? Why does God want to use humble leadership? How does humble leadership relate to faith? (1 paragraph)
8. What happens in chapter 13? What report do they give about the land? Was this report true? What was wrong with it? What is the difference about the report that Joshua and Caleb give? (1 paragraph)
9. What is the response from the report of 10 spies (in chapter 14)? What does this teach us about unbelief? Imagine what the conversations of the 10 spies would have been like among themselves and how that then spread to millions of people. (1 paragraph)
10. How do Moses and Aaron, Joshua and Caleb respond? How do the people respond to them? And how does Yahweh then respond? (2-3 sentences)
11. What does Yahweh threaten in 14:11-12? Why do you think Yahweh threatened this? How would you have responded if you were Moses and you heard this threat (remember what just happened!)? How does Moses respond? What is the basis for Moses' response (think a lot about this!)? How does Moses plead with Yahweh? What are his 'tactics'? What adjectives would you use to describe Moses' prayer? What are some principles we learn about prayer from Moses' prayer? (1+ paragraph)
12. So how does Yahweh respond to this prayer? (1 paragraph)
[Excursion on prayer.]
13. How do the people respond to Yahweh's response? What does this teach us? (2-3 sentences)
14. Application: What do we learn about trusting God from this section?
15. Application: Think much about Moses' prayer and how we should pray like Moses. What should be the basis for our prayers? What should we ask for in our specific circumstances? 
14. Rebellion and Hope: Numbers 15-36
Scripture: Numbers 15-36
Theme: Even though the People continue to Rebel, God Continues to Bless and Give Hope for the Future
Objectives: 
· To understand the seriousness of rebellion against God and yet the grace of God toward sinners
· To see how the plan of God will continue despite whatever sin and rebellion oppose His plan
Reading:
· Read Numbers 15-36 twice.
· Read Dominion and Dynasty by Dempster, pages 55-92
Questions:
1. Why do you think laws about sacrifices are inserted at chapter 15 of Numbers? (1 sentence)
2. What was at the heart of the sin in Korah's rebellion? What specifically did Korah state as the issue? Is this true? What is wrong with what they said? What is interesting about who Korah was and how this relates to this issue? How was the issue resolved? How did the people respond to this resolution? What did Aaron have to do because of their response and why? Why is 15:30 significant as it relates to sin/rebellion? (1+ paragraph)
3. Whose idea is what happens in chapter 17? Why does God do this? What do we see about God in this? (2-3 sentences)
4. What does God reaffirm in chapter 18? What do you think the phrase 'bear iniquity' means in 18:1 and what is the significance of it? What does this teach us about what it means to be a priest? (1 paragraph)
5. Why do you think more laws on purity are included in chapter 19 (see also the next question for a  hint)? (2-3 sentences)
6. What do the deaths of Aaron and Miriam signify? What time frame are we now in? (2-3 sentences)
7. What happens (again!) in 20:2-9? Does there seem to be a progression in the people from the beginning of Numbers to here? How does Moses respond this time? What does God say is at the heart of Moses' failure? What does it mean that Moses didn't treat God as holy? What is the significance and application of this (think about this!)? (1 paragraph)
8. What happens in 21:4-9? How is it resolved? Why is the way it is resolved significant in the flow of the narrative? How do the people respond, and compare and contrast that with how we've seen them respond in previous chapters? What is significant about the picture used and what does it signify? (1 paragraph)
9. What happens in 21:10-35? What is different than what we've seen so far? (2-3 sentences)
10. Read the section on Balaam carefully (22-24). What is the emphasis (hint: why are there so many oracles in this section)? What is Balaam hired to do? Can he do it? Why or why not? What does this teach us? How is Balaam portrayed (especially in chapter 22)? What happens in 22:21-35? Why is this story included? What does it tell us about Balaam? Is Balaam good or evil? Why? How is Balak portrayed? Why do you think Balak and Balaam keep trying to curse Israel from different peaks? What does Balaam say in his oracles that is significant? (1+ paragraph)
11. What happens in 25:1-5? What was at the heart of their sin? What happens then in verse 6 in the midst of this? How were the people responding to the incident of the first five verses? How is their response different from what we've seen of the previous generation? What is so blatant about what the Israelite then does in verse 6? How does Phinehas respond? What does God say about Phinehas and what does that teach us? What is the key thing that God says about Phinehas? (1+ paragraph)
12. What happens in chapter 31? Why does God want them to do this? What is important to God? Who is singled out to go with the army and why? How does this relate to the previous incident (see verse 16)? (1 paragraph)
13. What does the census in chapter 26 emphasize? (1 sentence)
14. Why is it such a big deal in chapter 27:1-11 and chapter 36 about the daughters of Zelophehad? What does this teach us was very important to the Israelites that often isn't very important to us? (1 paragraph)
15. What do all the offerings in chapters 28 and 29 emphasize? Why are these reminders and laws given here? What about chapter 30? (1 paragraph)
16. What does chapter 32 emphasize? (1 sentence)
17. Why recount Israel's history in chapter 33? (1 sentence)
18. What do chapters 34 and 35 emphasize? (1 sentence)
19. Application: What do we learn about rebellion against God and His grace?
20. Application: What do we learn about God's plan for the future and our faith? 
15. History has Meaning: Deuteronomy 1-5
Scripture: Deuteronomy 1-5
Theme: God will be Faithful in the Future because He has Done so in the Past
Objectives: 
· To have a greater understanding of God's faithfulness that will cause us to trust Him more
· To understand how God was accomplishing His purpose through His covenant people and how that applies to believers today
Reading:
· Read Deuteronomy 1-5 three times.
· Read Deuteronomy by Merrill, pages 21-32 and 38-57.
Questions:
1. What is the structure of Deuteronomy (see Merrill)? What is the genre of the book (ie. what form common in their day does it take)? What does this teach us about the purpose of the book (think carefully about this!)? What would be different about this book if it were simply a letter? (1-2 paragraphs)
2. What does 5:3 imply about the purpose of this book? Why would Moses say that the covenant wasn't made with their fathers? What was he emphasizing by saying that? What do 26:16-19; 29:1, 10-15; 30:19; and 31:9-13 teach us about the purpose and setting of the book? Why is there such a huge emphasis on 'today' in Deuteronomy? (1+ paragraph)
3. How does Deuteronomy 1:1-5 function? What is the time frame? What does 1:5 teach us about the purpose of Deuteronomy and even the structure of it? What does this teach us about the importance of explaining, reviewing, and reminding ourselves of Scripture, and even our own history? (1 paragraph)
4. What do we see God do again in 2:30 that he has done before and why? (1 sentence)
5. What is the point in retelling Israel's history? Why does Moses do so and what is he trying to impress upon them? Think about this! (1 paragraph)
6. What is the implication of the fact that Moses says in 3:24 that he has only begun to see what Yahweh will do? How does this relate to the future? What does the past teach us about the future? Why is there such an emphasis on the future in the Torah? How does it relate to the purpose of the Torah? (1 paragraph)
7. Does the tone change in 4:1? What is different? What is Moses doing differently and why? (2-3 sentences)
8. What does 4:4 teach us? What key word/theme that we see in Genesis appears here? Where do we see this theme elsewhere (hint: chapter 30 and 32)? (2-3 sentences)
9. What is the significance of 4:5-8? What does it teach us about the purpose of the law? (1 paragraph)
10. What does Moses exhort the people to in 4:9? What were they to be on guard against? Why is it so important that they heed this? (2-3 sentences)
11. What are the people to be vigilant about in 4:15-20? Why? (2-3 sentences)
12. What does 4:25-31 teach us about Israel's future? What is the remedy for this in verse 29? What does verse 31 remind us of in light of that future? (1 paragraph)
13. What does 4:32-40 teach us about the purpose of the Exodus and Sinai events? What does this section teach us about the basis/reason for the Exodus and Sinai events? What key words come up in verse 40 to describe the results of their obedience/faithfulness (think about what 'well' means in English for one of them) and what are their significance and connection to the rest of the Torah? (1 paragraph)
14. What does 5:22-27 teach us about how Yahweh originally gave the people the 10 commandments and how they responded? What does 5:28-29 teach us about this response? What does this teach us about how to keep God's commandments? (1 paragraph)
15. According to the following verses (4:6, 9, 15, 23, 40; 5:1, 32, etc.) what should the people do with the commandments? Use several translations/dictionaries/commentaries to learn the meaning of the word that is used ('keep')? What is the implication of using this word in relationship to the commandments? (1 paragraph)
16. Application: How does our own history/testimony or that of others encourage us to continue to trust God?
17. Application: How does an understanding of God's purpose in calling a people to Himself help us to be about that same purpose?
16. The Heart of the Covenant: Deuteronomy 6-11
Scripture: Deuteronomy 6-11
Theme: God Calls His People to Covenant Faithfulness from the Heart
Objectives: 
· To understand what covenant faithfulness looks like and the motives for keeping relationship with Yahweh
· To understand the hindrances to keeping relationship with Yahweh and how to resist them
Reading:
· Read Deuteronomy 6-11 twice.
Questions:
1. How does Deuteronomy 6 begin (first phrase)? What are we expecting to follow after we read the first few words? How do the first three verses of this chapter function in relationship to the rest of chapter 6? How do these three verses relate to what precedes them? (2-3 sentences)
2. Why do you think 6:1 uses a singular for commandment (ie. Now this is the commandment) instead of the plural (commandments)? What is this commandment? What do the following verses in Deuteronomy add to our understanding of what this commandment is (read in the ESV): 5:31; 8:1; 11:8; 11:22; 15:5; 19:9; 30:10-11? What does the following context of chapter 6 add to our understanding? (2-3 sentences)
3. What is the purpose of the commandment according to verse 2? How does this relate to what the commandment is? (1 paragraph)
4. What does verse 3 tell us will be the result of them keeping the commandment (what key words are used)? What does it teach us about the relationship between Yahweh fulfilling His promise and their participation in it? (1 paragraph)
5. How does verse 4 start? What do you think the reason for starting that way is? (1 sentence)
6. What is so important as this section starts (the first few words of verse 4 and following)? What is the significance of this for them? For us? (2-3 sentences)
7. After the command to listen, what is the first command given? How is this related to 'the commandment'? How is it emphasized? (1 paragraph)
8. What do the commands in verses 6-9 emphasize? (1 paragraph)
9. What is the point of verses 10-12? Is that easy for us to do as well? How does that relate to verses 6-9? (1 paragraph)
10. Why should Israel (both the current generation and future generations) keep the law according to verses 20-25 (there are several parts to this answer!)? (1+ paragraph)
11. What does 7:1-5 teach us about why the Israelites were to wipe out the nations in the land of Canaan? (2-3 sentences)
12. What does 7:6 teach about why Israel was to be different than the surrounding nations? (2-3 sentences)
13. Why did God choose Israel for this special place in His plan according to 7:7-8? (1 paragraph)
14. How does 7:9-11 encourage Israel to be faithful to obey? (1 sentence)
15. What will God do for them according to 7:12-26 if they keep His covenant? (1 sentence)
16. What does 8:2-5 teach us about God's purposes in how He leads His people and wants them to trust Him? (1 paragraph)
17. How should they respond to God's goodness in verse 10? What does it mean that we should bless God? Isn't He the one who blesses us? What is the interrelation between the two. (2-3 sentences)
18. What is a major danger of being blessed according to 8:11-20? (1 paragraph)
19. Why is God driving out the nations according to 9:1-29? What attitude should that reason produce in Israel? (1 paragraph)
20. What does Moses call them to in 10:12-22 and why? How does Moses summarize walking in the covenant in this section? What do these terms emphasize? (1 paragraph)
21. What does Moses call them to in chapter 11? (1 paragraph)
22. Application: What does this section teach us about our relationship to God? What should we beware of? What should be be careful to do? Why?
17. Specific Obedience and Blessings for it: Deuteronomy 12-28
Scripture: Deuteronomy 12-28
Theme: God Calls His People to Obey Him in Specific Ways, but will Bless them Specifically for their Obedience
Objectives: 
· To understand what principles were guiding the specific instructions given to Israel and how they apply today
· To understand how the OT law as a whole relates to believers today
· To see how the specifics in this section play out in the rest of the Old Testament
Reading:
· Read Deuteronomy 12-28.
Questions:
1. Why was it so important for Israel to worship Yahweh at the appointed place according to chapter 12 (both explicitly stated and implied)? (1 paragraph)
2. What does chapter 13 instruct Israel that they should do with anyone who seeks to lead them away from Yahweh? Why? What does 13:6-11 say in this regard?! (1 paragraph)
3. What is the purpose of the laws in 14:1-21? Where do you see this in this section? (1 sentence)
4. What is the point/reason of the tithe in 14:22-29 (look for the reason they were to do it in the text)? Elaborate on this. What was God trying to teach them? If they lived far from the place of worship what were they to do? What is emphasized by this provision? How does this chapter end? What does this show about Yahweh? What connection is made with the key concepts of fearing and trusting in the Torah? How does tithing and fearing God relate? (1 paragraph)
5. What do the laws in chapter 15 emphasize? Why do you think this is important to God? What is one motivation for obeying them given in the chapter that we also saw in the previous chapter? How is this motivation tied into a major theme in the Torah? (1 paragraph)
6. What was the purpose of the three feasts in 16:1-17? What is different about the first one and the second two? What key theme is repeated in this section? Why? (2-3 sentences)
7. What does 17:1-13 teach us about how disputes were to be handled in Israel? What is interesting about who is involved in these disputes? What does this teach us about their role in the nation? (1 paragraph)
8. What does 17:14-20 give instructions about? What does this teach us about Israel's government? Is this God's ideal or a concession? Why? (1 paragraph)
9. What does 18:15-22 teach that God is going to do? Why will God do this and what does this teach us about the role of a prophet? How do you know a true prophet? (2-3 sentences)
10. Think about the two different kids of laws in the Old Testament, absolute commands/prohibitions (known as apodictic law) and case law that is dependent on a specific situation (if your ox goars another ox... known as casuistic law)? Why would God give both? (2-3 sentences)
11. Come up with three good questions and the answers from chapters 19-26 like we've been doing. Read the section carefully and based on good observations come up with questions that lead us to what God is trying to communicate.
12. How does the section of specific laws end in 26:16-19? What does this section teach us about the purpose of why Israel should keep the law? (2-3 sentences)
13. What were the people to do as outlined in chapter 27 when they got into the land? What was the purpose of this? What were they to do in verse 27:7? What does 27:9 teach us about the purpose of what they were to do on Mount Gerizim and Ebal? (1 paragraph)
14. What does 28:1-2 (and verse 10) remind us is the purpose of the blessings? (1 sentence)
15. What does verse 28:47 teach us about what serving God should be like? (1 sentence)
16. Thought question: How specific are the blessings and the cursings? Should we expect to see these specifics played out one way or another in the rest of the Old Testament? (2-3 sentences)
17. Read and carefully think through what the following verses teach us about the believer's relationship to the Old Testament law. Be prepared to discuss: Romans 6:12-19; 10:1-13; 13:8-10; Galatians 3:1-4:11; 5:1-15
18. Application: What specific principles have you learned in this section that you need to live out in your own life?
18. Israel's Future Failure and Fame: Deuteronomy 29-34
Scripture: Deuteronomy 29-34
Theme: Israel will Reject Yahweh in the Future because of their Hardness of Heart in Anticipation of the Fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant
Objectives: 
· To show that though Israel was not able to keep the Mosaic Covenant, the Abrahamic Covenant guarantees that God will ultimately bless His people
· To raise anticipation for transformed hearts that come through the New Covenant
Reading:
· Read Deuteronomy 29-34
Questions:
1. What is the fundamental problem with the people according to 29:4? What do verses 29:1-6 teach about how God 'tried' to remedy that problem? (2-3 sentences)
2. What does 29:17-21 teach about unbelief? Why do these people think that they are safe? What is the attitude that is portrayed in this section? (2-3 sentences)
3. What will happen to Israel in the future according to 29:22-29? What will happen after that according to 30:1-5? What is it conditioned upon? What will God then do in 30:6? And what will be the result of that in 30:7-10? (1 paragraph)
4. What does 29:29 teach? What is its point in the context? (2-3 sentences)
5. What does 30:11-14 teach Israel about the law? (2-3 sentences)
6. How is obedience to the covenant portrayed in 30:15-20? How is living in relationship with Yahweh summarized in 30:16, 20? (2-3 sentences)
7. What is the purpose of the Song of Moses according to 31:19-22? (2-3 sentences)
8. What is the point of putting the law beside the ark in 31:24-29? (1 sentence)
9. Summarize the message of the Song of Moses. What is each section about (ie. 1-4; 5-18; 19-33; 34-43)? What does this song teach us about God? About Israel? (1 paragraph)
10. Why wasn't Moses able to go into the promised land according to 32:51? (1-2 sentences)
11. What is the focus on once again in chapter 33? Does it remind us of another section in the Torah? Where? What was the focus and purpose in that section? (2-3 sentences)
12. What does 33:8-11 teach us about the purpose of the priests? (1 sentence)
13. What is emphasized about Joshua in 34:9? (1-2 sentences)
14. Thought question: What is at the heart of Israel's failure as portrayed in this section? What does this point to? (2-3 sentences)
15. Application: What does this section teach us about the importance of guarding our own hearts?

