V. Writings
Writings is the class that contains the majority of the third portion of the Hebrew Canon called 'The Writings' (Psalms is included in the BTOT class). This class consists of Lamentations, Daniel, Ruth, Song of Songs, Esther, Ezra-Nehemiah, Chronicles, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Job. The Writings focus much more on individuals than on the corporate nation as in the Torah and the Prophets. Some of the major themes include God's sovereignty over nations and history, personal responsibility, prayer, the future of God's plan, fear of God, and wisdom. This is a 4 unit class and consists of 23 lessons.

1. Mourning Our Brokenness: Lamentations
Scripture: Lamentations 1-5
Theme: Mourning over the Brokenness of the World with Proper Perspective
Objectives: 
· To understand the function of the acrostic form of Lamentations
· To study the theological purpose and themes of Lamentations
· To examine the different facets of biblical Lament
· To write a personal lament over some personal or historic tragedy, in order gain a better sense of the personal impact of Lamentations
Reading:
· Read Lamentations three times
· Barry Webb, “Lamentations: Garment of Suffering,” in Five Festal Garments, pp. 59-81
· Memorize Lam 3:19-27 in one of following translations: NASB, ESV, NKJV, NLT, or NIV. 
Questions:
1. What is the background of Lamentations? When was it written? What was the backdrop that provided the occasion for its composition? What was going on? (2-3 sentences)
2. What is an acrostic? What are the reasons for having acrostics? Comment on the acrostic structure of the book of Lamentations, specifically how each chapter uses or doesn't use an acrostic. How does this use of acrostic help us understand the structure of the book, and the message/purpose of the book? (1-2 paragraphs)
3. Describe Lamentations’ view of the sovereignty of God and God’s involvement with the events recorded in the book. Comment on what this teaches us about how to deal with tragedy from a Biblical standpoint. Please include scriptural references from Lamentations and personal reflection and application.  (1-2 paragraphs)
4. Webb says that there is an underlying theme of “protest” running through the book. “At one level,” he says, “the divine anger is acknowledged to be right. But at another it remains simply unendurable” (Webb, 78). List and reflect on those passages in Lamentations where justice of God’s activity is either questioned, or the extent of his wrath is protested. (1-2 paragraphs)
5. Summarize each chapter of Lamentations. What key themes are emphasized in each? What is the same and how are they different from each other? Since chapter 3 is longer, break it up into different sections and talk about what each section is about (1-2 paragraphs each chapter/section)
6. Comment specifically on chapter 3:19-24. In the midst of such intense personal lament, what does the author call to mind? Comment on how the theme of waiting/hoping runs through this section and beyond. How is this section significant in light of the structure of the book? (1-2 paragraphs)
7. What then is the point the author makes in 3:25-36? What is good in 3:25-27 and how then are those truths developed in verses 3:28-36? (1-2 paragraphs)
8. What then does the author conclude in 3:37-39? How do 37 and 38 relate to 39? What do these verses teach us about God's sovereignty as related to God's judgment and the human condition? (1 paragraph)
9. So what then does the author call out for in 3:40-66 (there are at least two clearly distinct things that he calls out for)? How does this fit into the rest of the chapter? (1 paragraph)
10. Comment on the structure and progression of chapter 5. How does verse 1 begin? What then do we see in 2-18? But then how does the chapter conclude in 19, 20, 21, and 22? How do each of the last four verses progress from the previous? How does this fit into the fact that chapter 5 isn't an acrostic? Especially think about why the book ends as it does in verse 22, and what this teaches us? (1-2 paragraphs)
11. Application: How does (or should) the book of Lamentations put things in perspective for us? How should it affect the way we go through trials?
12. Application: What do we learn about the brokenness of the world from Lamentations? How does this affect how we minister to both believers and unbelievers?
13. Application: What do we learn about the world and history being God centered and not man centered from Lamentations? How does this affect our questioning of difficult events in our lives and in the world?
14. Write your own Lament (1/3 to 1 page) reflecting on one of the following tragedies:
a. Rwanda genocide (1994)
b. Haiti earthquake (2010)
c. Another catastrophic event
d. Personal event
In preparation, I encourage you to study the details of the event to which you are responding (internet, books, news clips, etc.). Your lament may be poetic but it doesn’t have to be. The main point is that the event should elicit feelings of extreme grief; questioning, yet affirming, God’s goodness; confirming God’s justice, yet expressing intense pain over the execution of it. The point of this project is to train ourselves to “grieve with those who grieve,” and to be saddened by and lament for the pain and suffering that life in this world brings, and yet to be confident that God is sovereign and is working in and through the tragic events. The themes in your lament should broadly correlate with the themes in Lamentations. You can even use the language of Lamentations and apply it to your lament. 

2. Living in God's Sovereignty: Daniel 1-3
Scripture: Daniel 1-3
Theme: Living with Wisdom and Trust in Light of God's Sovereignty
Objectives: 
· To grow in our fear of Yahweh and therefore complete trust in Him
· To understand how God's sovereignty should impact our daily lives
· To learn what wisdom is and where true wisdom comes from
· To understand what the fear of man is, and how knowing Yahweh produces a fear of Him
· To learn to rest of God's sovereignty, whether it results in what we desire or not
Reading:
· Read Daniel 1-3 five times.
Questions:
Chapter 1
1. Why is the book of Daniel in the Writings and not the Prophets? Who was it written to and what was it's purpose? (1 paragraph)
2. Note: Daniel is one of only two books of the Bible written largely in two languages (Ezra also has a few chapters in Aramaic). Daniel was written in Hebrew and Aramaic. How does knowing that chapter 1, and chapters 8-12 were written in Hebrew, while chapters 2-7 were written in Aramaic help to give an understanding of the structure and purpose of the book? Which people groups used Hebrew? Aramaic? Which was more common? What was the lingua franca in Daniel's day? What point do you think Daniel was trying to get across by using these two languages (think about this!)? Contrast the scheme used for dating in 1:1 and in 2:1 and think how this fits into the preceding discussion. (1 paragraph)
3. Who are the main characters in the book of Daniel that chapter 1 introduces us to? What do we learn about these main characters? (1 paragraph)
4. What would people have thought about what happened in 1:1-2? What would Israelites have thought about this? What about people from other nationalities? What would they have thought about Israel's God? About Babylon's god? What does 1:2 tell us that lets us (the readers of the book) know something that the event itself wouldn't have told them? (2-3 sentences)
5. What is God doing in this chapter? Where and what does He do? (2-3 sentences)
6. Who did Nebuchadnezzar (Neb henceforth) exile according to 1:4-5? Why did he exile them according to the text of Daniel? (2-3 sentences)
7. Thought question: Why did Neb change their names in 1:7? Did they resist this? Why or why not? (2-3 sentences)
8. What pressures and influences would there have been on Daniel and his friends to conform and eat the king's food (there are many!)? (2-3 sentences)
9. What issue was at stake in 1:8? What key word shows us this issue in 1:8? How is this different than the issue of changing their names? (1 paragraph)
10. What is the first thing Daniel did in 1:8? What did he do about that? How was his decision put into action? What would you have done? (1 paragraph)
11. Who did the commander fear in 1:10? Where is the word 'lord' used in this chapter? What does this imply in connection with who the commander feared? (2-3 sentences)
12. What does Daniel's plan rest upon in 1:12? What could he do to ensure the results he wanted? What does this teach us about Daniel? (1 paragraph)
13. Is what happened in 1:15 what we would naturally expect to happen? (1 sentence)
14. Where does wisdom come from according to chapter 1? How old were Daniel and his friends? Do we need wisdom? Where should we seek it? (2-3 sentences)
15. Application: What can we learn about how to respond in wisdom according to chapter 1?
Chapter 2
16. Thought question: What is the job of the magicians, sorcerers, and enchanters (2:2)? What would their relationship/interaction be with the king? (2-3 sentences)
17. How does Neb respond to the magicians in 2:5-6? Would this have been normal? How do the magicians respond in 2:7 (compare with 2:4)? What are they claiming with their response? (1 paragraph)
18. What is Neb's conclusion from the fact that they can't tell him his dream (2:8-9)? How does he come to this conclusion? Why would not being able to tell him his dream be important to Neb? (1 paragraph)
19. How do the magicians respond to Neb's final demand (2:10-11)? What does their response show? How does it set up for what follows? (1 paragraph)
20. How does the king respond in 2:12? Does this fit with what we know about Neb's character/personality? What were the reasons for him doing this? (1 paragraph)
21. When Arioch shows up at Daniel's door in 2:13-14, what is the situation? Would Daniel likely have known anything of what had already happened?  (2-3 sentences)
22. Try to put yourself in Daniel's shoes. How would you respond? How does Daniel respond? What words does the text use in describing his response? What adjectives would you use to describe his response given the situation he was in (think about the situation!)? (1 paragraph)
23. What does Daniel ask for in 2:16? How would you describe this request? What key word is used that has already been used in this chapter? Contrast how this key word was used earlier with how it is used here. (1 paragraph)
24. What does Daniel do next? What does this teach us? (2-3 sentences)
25. After God answers Daniel's prayer, what does he do next? What does this teach us? (1 paragraph)
26. What does Daniel first say to Neb? What do we learn from this? (2-3 sentences)
27. Summarize the dream and its interpretation. What is the scope of this dream? Contrast how the head of gold and the other parts of the statue. What does the stone represent and what can we learn about this from the dream and its interpretation? What does the dream emphasize? (1+ paragraph)
28. How does Neb respond? What do we learn from this? (2-3 sentences)
29. Application: What do we learn about how to respond in wisdom from this chapter?
30. Application: What do we learn about God and His plan from this chapter?
Chapter 3
31. Thought questions: What was the purpose of creating this image? What was the purpose in dedicating it (3:1-2)? Who were invited to this dedication and why (3:3-4)? Why all the instruments (3:5)? (1 paragraph)
32. Thought question: Why is the fiery furnace announced as part of the command to bow down (3:6)? (2-3 sentences)
33. What does verse 7 state that happens when the command was given (only look at this verse for the answer!)? What is then stated in verses 8-12? Why do you think the story unfolds this way with what verse 7 states, and then what we learn in 8-12? How are Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego referred to in these verses? Why do you think the Chaldeans referred to them this way? (1 paragraph)
34. Why is Neb so furious in 3:13? (2-3 sentences)
35. Why do you think Neb gives them a second chance in 3:14-15? How does what Neb says set up for what follows? (1 paragraph)
36. Why do Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego say that they don't need to answer the king in 3:16 (think about this!)? How do we do this or not do this? (1 paragraph)
37. What is the primary statement they make in 3:17? What do they say that relates back to verse 15? What would they have been saying if they bowed down? (2-3 sentences)
38. Why does 3:18 begin with an 'if'? What does this teach us? (1 paragraph)
39. How does Neb respond? Why? (2-3 sentences)
40. What does verse 3:21-23 tell us? In literary terms, what would we call this section? (1 paragraph)
41. What does 3:24-26 tell us happened? What is said about this fourth person? What does this mean? (1 paragraph)
42. Who was around to witness this miracle? Why were they there? What did they plan to witness and what did they witness instead? (1 paragraph)
43. What does Neb do in response? What does he say about God? What does he stop short of saying about God? What does he say about Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego? (1 paragraph)
44. Application: What does this chapter teach us about trusting God? What does it teach us about the effects and results of trusting Him (for ourselves and for others)?
3. Fearing Yahweh and Humbling Yourself: Daniel 4-6
Scripture: Daniel 4-6
Theme: Understanding Yahweh's Sovereignty Produces Humility, Fear, and Confidence
Objectives: 
· To see how pride is opposed to God and His glory and so learn humility
· To see the utter foolishness of self-trust and the wisdom of trusting in God
· To understand our need to depend upon Yahweh every day
· To see the confidence of those whose trust is Yahweh
· To be encouraged to see the faithfulness of God for His children
Reading:
· Read Daniel 4-6 five times
Questions:
Chapter 4
1. How does this chapter begin in 4:1-3? How does this set the stage for the rest of the chapter? (2-3 sentences)
2. Notice which person the account in chapter 4 is described in (1st person = I/we, 2nd person = you, 3rd person = he/she/they). What is the implication of this? (2-3 sentences)
3. How does 4:4 begin? What does this tell us about Neb? (2-3 sentences)
4. What is the purpose of the dream according to verse 17? What does this teach us about God? (2-3 sentences)
5. What is surprising about Daniel's response in verse 19? What does this teach us about how we relate to unbelievers? (2-3 sentences)
6. Describe the dream and its interpretation? What does it emphasize? (2-3 sentences)
7. What will be the condition upon which Neb's sanity returns to him (verses 25 and 26)? What does this teach us? (2-3 sentences)
8. What did Daniel advise Neb to do? What do we learn about Daniel from this? (2-3 sentences)
9. What is at the heart of Neb's statement in verse 30? What does the immediacy of God's response show? (1 paragraph)
10. What is the first thing Neb did at the end of his period of insanity? What does this represent? (2-3 sentences)
11. What does Neb say about God? (2-3 sentences)
12. What is different about what Neb says in this chapter (especially in 4:37) in response to seeing God's power as opposed to previous chapters (ie. 2 and 3)? (2-3 sentences)
13. How would you summarize what this chapter is about in one word? How would you articulate its main point in a sentence? How does this main topic relate to the glory of God? (2-3 sentences)
14. Thought question: What do we learn about how to be about God's glory in this world from this chapter? How does God want us to live? What does this teach us about our purpose in the world? (2-3 sentences)
15. Application: What are specific ways that we rob God of His glory in our own lives?
Chapter 5
16. Describe the opening of this chapter in the first 4 verses. How would you describe the scene? What did Belshazzar do? What is significant about the description of Belshazzar's gods according to verse 4? What is the author getting at with this description of them? (1 paragraph)
17. What happens immediately after he does this? What does the immediacy of the response signal? (2-3 sentences)
18. Describe carefully how the king responds to the writing on the wall in verse 6? How does the king respond when none of his magicians can read the writing in verse 9? How would you characterize the description of the king so far? Compare and contrast Belshazzar to Nebuchadnezzar. (2-3 sentences)
19. Why was the queen (verse 10) not among the wives who were drinking in verse 2? Why is this woman singled out? How does she know Daniel? What does she know of him? Who does it seem likely she is? (1 paragraph)
20. Contrast the queen's response to that of the king. Why the difference? (2-3 sentences)
21. Why does Daniel refuse the gifts from the king in verse 17? Why does he give him the interpretation none-the-less? (2-3 sentences)
22. What is the first thing Daniel says in verse 18? (1 sentence)
23. What does Daniel say in verse 19 about Nebuchadnezzar? What is the reason for what Daniel says about Neb given in the verse? (2-3 sentences)
24. What key words are used in verse 20? What does this teach us about why God does what He does? (2-3 sentences)
25. What does verse 22 teach us about Belshazzar's responsibility for his actions? What does it teach us about what he should have done? (2-3 sentences)
26. What is at stake according to verse 23? What does God want according to this verse? Why does He deserve this according to this verse? (1 paragraph)
27. How does the chapter end and what does this teach us? Contrast how Belshazzar responded to God's miraculous intervention to how Neb did. (2-3 sentences)
28. Application: What do we learn about our purpose for living from this chapter? 
29. Excursion: Talk about how pride, salvation, and faith are related throughout Scripture.
Chapter 6
30. How does this chapter begin and where do we find Daniel? How old is Daniel at this point? What does this teach us about Daniel and about God? (2-3 sentences)
31. What do we learn about Daniel in 6:4? Why is this remarkable for a person of such high position? What does 6:5 teach us about Daniel's faith? (1 paragraph)
32. Note the use of the word 'law' throughout this chapter. What do you think the author is trying to emphasize by the use of this term? (2-3 sentences)
33. What is at the heart of their request to the king? What do they appeal to? What do they say to try to get him to sign it? (1 sentence)
34. How does verse 10 begin? Why does the author begin this verse with this phrase and what does it teach us? How does Daniel respond when he hears about the decree? What do we learn about Daniel's life from this verse? Where did Daniel pray? Why is this significant? Why didn't he pray at a more hidden place? (1 paragraph)
35. What does Darius try to do when he finds out that Daniel prayed and what does this tell us? (2-3 sentences)
36. What is different about Darius and Neb? Why all this emphasis on law? (2-3 sentences)
37. What does Darius say to Daniel in verse 16? What does this reinforce again? What does Darius do that night and what does that emphasize? (2-3 sentences)
38. What is the reason given for Daniel's deliverance in verse 22? What is the reason given for Daniel's deliverance in verse 23? What means did God use to deliver Daniel? Where have we seen this theme elsewhere in Daniel and what do we learn from seeing this theme run throughout the book? (1 paragraph)
39. How does Darius respond to the whole incident? What is the outcome once again? What does this teach us? (2-3 sentences)
40. Application: What do we learn about prayer from this chapter? 
41. Application: What do we learn about our witness from this chapter?
4. God's Sovereignty over the Nations: Daniel 7-9
Scripture: Daniel 7-9
Theme: God is in Complete Control of History for His Glory, but still Wants us to Plead for His Glory
Objectives: 
· To be overwhelmed by God’s complete sovereignty so that our trust in Him will grow
· To see how God's plan for the world centers around Israel and how that plan is worked out
· To see how the trials God brings the world through are to demonstrate His victory
· To learn humility in our prayer that is concerned with God's glory and not our own
· To learn holy boldness in prayer that reasons with God for His glory
· To see how God loves to answer prayers for His glory
Reading:
· Read Daniel 7-9 five times
Questions:
Chapter 7
1. What is the subject matter of chapter 7? What do the four beasts represent? What happens to them? What are key words used in this chapter? (Hint: how does the angel summarize the vision in verses 17 and 18?). (2-3 sentences)
2. How are the four animals described in chapter 7? What are unique descriptions given to each? (1 paragraph)
3. What is said about the ‘Ancient of Days?’ How is He described? (2-3 sentences)
4. What is said about the ‘Son of Man?’ (1 sentence)
5. What is said about the ‘Little Horn?’ (2-3 sentences)
6. What is said about the saints in the passage? (1 sentence)
Chapter 8
7. Contrast the scope of chapter 8 with chapter 7? Is there any significance to the fact that chapter 7 is written in Aramaic and chapter 8 in Hebrew? (2-3 sentences)
8. Compare the goat and ram from chapter 8 with the animals from chapter 7. Are there any similarities? (2-3 sentences)
9. Compare and contrast the little horn of chapter 8 with that of chapter 7. (1 paragraph)
10. What did the little horn do in 8:11-14? (1 sentence)
11. What was Daniel's response to both this vision and the previous one? Why? (2-3 sentences)
12. Thought question: What do we learn from all the events of these two chapters? How do both chapters end? What does all the trouble before the end remind us of? (2-3 sentences)
13. Application: How should we respond to these chapters? What is our hope in? Can we trust God even if things get worse? What are we longing and hoping for? How should knowing the end change our life today?
Chapter 9
14. What caused Daniel to begin praying according to 9:2? Read Jeremiah 25:11-12 and 29:10ff. to see what Daniel was referring to. Why would this cause Daniel to pray (think about this!)? What does this teach us about the purpose of prayer (think about this!)? (2-3 sentences)
15. What does 9:3 teach us about how Daniel approached God in prayer? (2-3 sentences)
16. How does Daniel begin his prayer in 9:4? What specifically does He say about God? (2-3 sentences)
17. What is interesting about what Daniel says in 9:5? How does Daniel himself relate to what he says? What does this imply about Daniel's relationship to the rest of the nation? (2-3 sentences)
18. How does Daniel continue to speak of himself and his people, verses how he speaks of God (in 9:4-14)? What does this teach us about the differences between God and His people? What does this teach us about our attitude toward God? (2-3 sentences)
19. What changes in the prayer starting in 9:15 (and marked by the 'now')? Why does Daniel mention the Exodus, and how does this relate to the rest of the prayer? (1 paragraph)
20. What does Daniel specifically pray for in verses 9:15-19 (there are three specific things)? (1 sentence)
21. What is the basis upon which Daniel asks requests of God in 9:15-19? What are Yahweh's righteous acts (9:16) and how do these relate to Daniel's basis for prayer? (1 paragraph)
22. How would you characterize or describe Daniel's petitions in 9:15-19? Why do you think he prays like this? (2-3 sentences)
23. What do verses 9:20-23 teach us about the relationship between the vision given in 9:24-27, with the prayer? What does the timing of the response (see verse 23) teach us about how God answers prayer? What else do we learn about the reason why God answered this prayer? (1 paragraph)
24. What is the vision in verses 9:24-27 about? Why are these things important to Daniel? to God? How are these things related to the prayer? (1 paragraph)
25. How does the vision in 9:24-27 relate to the previous two chapters (7-8)? How would you summarize what is going to happen in this vision? Who are the two main characters? (1 paragraph)
26. Application: What does this chapter teach us about how to pray? What should be the basis for our prayers? What should be the purpose for which we are praying? What are attitudes we should have in prayer? What do we learn about how God responds to prayer and how should that effect our prayers? 
5. A Message of Great Conflict: Daniel 10-12
Scripture: Daniel 10-12
Theme: There is a Spiritual Battle going on for the Glory of God that centers on Humanity
Objectives: 
· To understand how prayer impacts the spiritual world in a way that encourages us to pray
· To understand the purpose of fasting and its relationship to prayer
· To once again see Yahweh's sovereignty so that we will trust and depend on Him
· To better grasp how to live in the middle of circumstances we don't understand
Reading:
· Read Daniel 10-12 five times
Questions:
Chapter 10
1. Where is the actual vision/message mentioned in 10:1 given? What is the nature of the vision according to 10:1? Who is involved in the vision? (2-3 sentences)
2. What is the context in which this vision was given to Daniel? What was Daniel doing? What was the timing of these events? What is the relationship between this vision given to Daniel and what he was doing? Who gives this message and how does it get revealed to Daniel? (1 paragraph)
3. Think about why Daniel was fasting and mourning. How does chapter 9 fit into this? What kind of a fast did he do according to 10:3? Why these things? What does this teach us about fasting? What was he doing while he was fasting according to 10:12? Think about what we can learn about the purpose of fasting from these connections. (1 paragraph)
4. Why was this vision given to Daniel? What does 10:12 add to your understanding? (1 paragraph)
5. Think about the timing given in 10:12-13. Put the following events in chronological order and think about what this teaches us: Daniel begins praying, Daniel receives the vision, the angel is sent to Daniel with the answer. What does this teach us about the relationship between prayer and spiritual events? What do we learn about spiritual warfare? (2-3 sentences)
6. Was Daniel aware of the specific spiritual battle going on? What was his 'part' in it? What does the angel continually do to/for Daniel in this chapter? Read Ephesians 6:10-20 about spiritual warfare and look for similar connections. (1 paragraph)
7. Who are the various characters in these chapters, "The prince of Persia," "The prince of Greece," "Michael?" What do their titles/names imply about what they do? Who was talking to Daniel? What does he do in 11:1? What does all of this teach us about spiritual warfare? What should our response to all of this be? (1 paragraph)
8. Application: How does a greater understanding of the spiritual battles going on impact your personal prayer life? How does better understanding the purpose of fasting impact your prayer life?
Chapter 11
9. According to 10:1 and 10:14 what is the vision about? Who are the two primary characters in chapter 11 according to the text? Why is all this history given and how does it fit into the purpose of the vision? How does this relate to Daniel’s prayer? (2-3 sentences)
10. Briefly summarize what happens in chapter 11:1-35. Identify as many people in the vision as you can. For this question, feel free to reference commentaries and historical resources (even Wikipedia has a lot of info on the history involved)? (2-3 sentences)
11. Who is being talked about in 11:21-35? Why is this so significant? (2-3 sentences)
12. Why do you think the descriptions of 'the king' are just given in 11:36-39? Who is this king? What hints are there in the text? How does verse 35 end? Note the use of ‘time of the end’ in this chapter and how does this effect/help interpretation? Also, read 12:10 and 11:35 together. What similarities do you see and how do these effect our interpretation or help us understand? (1 paragraph)
Chapter 12
13. What time frame is 12:1-3 in? How does 12:1 connect temporally to what precedes it? (1 paragraph)
14. What is the big picture of what will happen to God's people in chapter 11 and early in 12? What is God's purpose in doing this? Where do you see this in the text? (1 sentence)
15. What was Daniel's response to be to all this? What about other saints? Where do we see this in the text? How does this portion of Daniel encourage believers to respond to events surrounding them? (1 paragraph)
16. Application: What does this section teach us about how we should live? 
6. Yahweh's Sovereign and Tender Care: Ruth
Scripture: Ruth 1-4
Theme: Yahweh is Sovereign over and Caring for those who Seek Refuge in Him and oversees even the smallest events for His wonderous plan
Objectives: 
· To understand how the author skilfully tells his narrative to make his point
· To be challenged by Boaz and Ruth's faithfulness to Yahweh and their strength of character
· To see God's Sovereign attendance of every aspect of life
· To understand the difference between our responsibility and God's
· To worship God as we see how He works in history
Reading:
· Read Ruth four times
Questions:
Chapter 1
1. What is the time frame of the book given at the beginning of the book? Why is this significant from the standpoint of the end of the book and how it is resolved? (2-3 sentences)
2. Was it significant that Elimelech and his family left Israel? What is the significance? Why or why not? (2-3 sentences)
3. What is significant about them being in Moab for 10 years? What is conspicuously absent after 10 years? What would Naomi be expecting after her two sons got married? (1 sentence)
4. What was the situation Naomi found herself in at the end of 1:5? Name all her circumstances and think about what that would have meant for her in that day and time. How does the author place the focus on Naomi in the text? (2-3 sentences)
5. What verbs are repeated in 1:6 to the end of the chapter? What does this signify? (1 sentence)
6. How does Yahweh act in this chapter? What is Naomi's view of Yahweh? How/why is this significant for the rest of the book? (2-3 sentences)
7. Why does Naomi tell her daughter-in-laws to return? What are her reason(s)? (2-3 sentences)
8. What significant word is used in 1:8 (look up if you need to)? What does it mean and why is it significant here? (1 sentence)
9. How does Ruth respond? How would you characterize her speech? What does she claim in it? What does she say that is significant given that she is a Moabitess? (2-3 sentences)
10. How does the chapter end (1:19-22)? What is said in the chapter that may be foreshadowing the future? (2-3 sentences)
Chapter 2
11. How does chapter 2 begin? What is the first word and what does this signify? How is this information significant for the rest of the chapter/story? (2-3 sentences)
12. What word is used to describe Boaz? Note the use of this word as we go through the story.
13. What does Ruth do as the chapter begins? What does this show about her? (2-3 sentences)
14. What does 2:3 state that is a "striking understatement"? How is this significant for the development and main point of the story? (2-3 sentences)
15. How is Boaz introduced (the beginning of verse 4)? What does this smack of as well? What do we immediately learn about Boaz? (2-3 sentences)
16. What do we see about Ruth in 2:7? (1 sentence)
17. When the moment of truth comes, and Boaz and Ruth talk for the first time, what does Boaz say and how does he treat her? (1 sentence)
18. What does Boaz say that Ruth did in 2:11 that reminds of us of 1:16? What does Boaz finally say in 2:12? (2-3 sentences)
19. Then what does Boaz do in 2:14? What about in 15-16? (2-3 sentences)
20. How does Naomi respond when she sees Ruth? How much barley was she able to glean (in modern weights)? (1 sentence)
21. Notice how many times the word 'bless' is used in this chapter? What is the significance? (1 sentence)
22. What do neither of these two women up until the very end of verse 19 know that the reader has known all along? (1 sentence)
23. What words occur in verse 2:20 that we have seen before? What are their significance? (2-3 sentences)
24. What is a (kinsman) redeemer (you may need to look up in a Bible dictionary)? (1 sentence)
25. Where does the story leave off after chapter 2? What are we anticipating/hoping for? (2-3 sentences)
26. Application: What do we learn about Yahweh from these two chapters? What do we learn about how we should live in light of who Yahweh is?
Chapter 3
27. What was Naomi going to seek for Ruth according to 3:1? What does this mean? (2-3 sentences)
28. What was the threshing floor known for in Scripture (cf. Hosea 9:1 and also Ruth 3:14)? What time was Ruth going to go? How was she to go? (2-3 sentences)
29. What kind of nuances does the word uncover (cf. Gen 9:21; Exo 20:26; Lev 18 many times, etc.) have? What about the word feet (cf. Exo 4:25; Jud 3:24; 1Sa 24:4; Deu 28:57; Eze 16:25)? What about lying with a man? (1 sentence)
30. Describe how Boaz would have felt in verse 3:8? (1 sentence)
31. What does Ruth ask Boaz to do in 3:9? Notice the word that she uses here and the wordplay with a word in 2:12 (the word for wing and covering are the same). See Eze 16:8 for this phrase. What is the basis for her request? Think about the significance of this in their culture. (2-3 sentences)
32. What key words do we see again in 3:10? Why does Boaz praise Ruth here? (2-3 sentences)
33. What is Ruth's reputation according to verse 3:11? Where have we seen this word before? Where else is this word used in Scripture (hint: end of Proverbs)? (1 paragraph)
34. Just when it looks like there is going to be resolution to the story, what happens? (2-3 sentences)
35. Note that the word is used in 3:13 for 'stay the night' is different than the word used earlier (in 3:7, 8 for 'lie down'). Why do you think the author used a different word (you may want to lookup the words in a Bible dictionary)?  What has happened at this shady place? (2-3 sentences)
36. Where have we seen the word 'empty' before in the story (as here in 3:17)? What is the author emphasizing by reusing it here? (2-3 sentences)
37. How does the chapter end? What does Ruth need to do now? How is this (3:18) contrasted with the beginning of the chapter (3:1)? Comment on how the concept of 'rest' is being contrasted in these verses. Why? What is the author trying to communicate? (1 paragraph)
38. Thought question: At the start of chapter 3, does Naomi and Ruth simply wait for God to act or do they take action? Was this taking things into their own hands? Was it right? Why or why not? How does the author frame it?
Chapter 4
39. How does chapter 4 begin? Comment on the timing of the events in this verse? What is the effect of Boaz calling the other redeemer 'so and so'? (1 paragraph)
40. How does Boaz lay out the offer to the other redeemer in verses 3-5? What are the two primary  aspects to this redemption? Does Boaz seem to have any method to what he is saying? Why or why not? (1 paragraph)
41. Why does so-and-so change his mind? What aspect of the redemption was undesirable to him? Why was this undesirable to him? What is his reasoning (think about this!)? (1 paragraph)
42. What is the point of verse 4:7-9? (1 sentence)
43. What do we learn about the practice of redemption from the fact that Boaz says that he bought everything from Naomi? How does this shed light on chapter 3? (2-3 sentences)
44. What do the people say for Boaz in verses 11-12? What key word do they use again in verse 11? (1 paragraph)
45. What all happens in verse 13? Why does the author moves so quickly over such a long period of time? Who is significantly mentioned again in this verse? What is said about them? (2-3 sentences)
46. What do the women say in verses 14-15? What is significant here? What is said about Ruth in 4:15? (1 paragraph)
47. What did Yahweh need to do to bring about what is said in verse 14? (2-3 sentences)
48. What final surprise do we find out at the end of the story? What significance does this add to the whole book? (1 paragraph)
49. Thought question: What reversals have occurred in this story? (1 paragraph)
50. Application: What do we learn in this story about Yahweh? How should we respond to Him?
51. Application: In what ways were Boaz and Ruth exemplary (think about and list several ways with personal applications)?
7. God's Good Gift: Song of Songs
Scripture: Song of Songs
Theme: Love is Good because Love is from God
Objectives: 
· To think through what love is and what love looks like
· To understand that sex and sexuality are good gifts from God
· To grow in wisdom understanding our sexuality
Reading:
· Read Song of Songs three times
Questions:
1. What is the setting and background of the book? Who is the author? (2-3 sentences)
2. How do you think Song of Songs should be interpreted? Why is this book in the Bible? Is it an allegory about God's relationship with His people? Is it about human love? What is the purpose of the book? Why do you think so? (1-2 paragraphs)
3. Regardless of how you answer the previous question, do you think there is a progression and a overarching story within the book, or is it a series of more or less separate poems/songs? Why? (1-2 paragraphs)
4. What does Song of Songs teach about what true love is like? Contrast the following two definitions of love and then comment: 1) Love is a duty to selflessly sacrifice for the sake of another; 2) Love is an emotion of strong affection towards another. How would you define biblical love? (1-2 paragraphs)
5. What do we learn from Song 8:6-7 about love? Where else do we see this theme in the book? (1 paragraph)
6. What do we learn about how one thinks about another person with whom they are ‘in love’? What does this teach us about the lenses through which we view other people? (1 paragraph)
7. What does the book of Song of Songs teach about human sexuality? What perspective or viewpoint does the book have about sex? (1 paragraph)
8. Note that some see 4:16-5:1 as the consummation of Solomon and the Shulamite’s marriage. What does 4:16-5:6 teach about intimacy, confidence, trust, and rejection in marriage? (1 paragraph)
9. What do we learn about the purpose and design of sex from the Song of Solomon? (1 paragraph)
10. What principle is emphasized by the repetition of the refrain in Song 2:7, 3:5, and 8:4? What do we learn from this and how do we apply it? (1 paragraph)
11. Please note other questions and observations about the book that you gain from reading and studying it for discussion (You should have at least half a page or so). What else does the book teach about love, romance, relationship, and sexuality, where do you find those principles, and how do they apply?
12. Application: How should Song of Songs affect the way that we understand love and sex?
8. The Hidden God: Esther
Scripture: Esther
Theme: From Fasting to Feasting, a Coincidental Tale of Irony and Reversal
Objectives: 
· To be amazed at the hidden providence of God
· To be encouraged at God's unswerving faithfulness to His promise, despite people
· To wrestle through issues of syncretism and living out one's faith in a pagan society
· To understand the purpose and benefit of a good story
Reading:
· Read Esther three times
· [Optional] Watch the movie, "One Night with the King"
· Read Esther in "Five Festal Garments"
Questions:
1. Discuss each of the main characters: Ahasuerus, Esther, Mordecai, Haman. How are each of them described and developed? (1-2 paragraphs)
2. Outline the overall plot of the story. (2+ paragraphs)
3. Comment on how the following key points in the story function in terms of the storyline: 1) Esther being made queen (2:17), 2) The King's decree (3:11-15), 3) Esther and the Jews fast, 4) The king accepts Esther (5:2), 5) The king cannot sleep (6:1), 6) Zeresh's speech (6:13), 7) Haman hanged (7:10), 8) Mordecai exalted (8:1), 9) Jews destroyed their enemies (9:1-16), 10) Esther establishes Purim (9:31). [Note that these aren't necessarily all the key movements in the story, but some of the more significant ones pulled out for analysis] (1-2 sentences each)
4. How does the author uses feasts to structure the plotline? How are fasts included in the story and how do the two interplay? How do all of the reversals in the story relate to the main plotline? (1-2 paragraphs)
5. How does 4:12-14 function in the narrative and how is it key in understanding the main point of the story? (2-3 sentences)
6. What does the fast for Esther in 4:16 imply and how does this fit into the main point? (1-2 sentences)
7. What makes Esther such a good story? Think through the book from a literary standpoint and discuss the use of the following in the story: plot twists, conflict, climax, foreshadowing, irony, resolution, suspence, tragedy, etc. (1-2 paragraphs)
8. How does the theme of 'luck' flow throughout the book? What are the major coincidences that take place? Think as well about the use of the phrase 'found favor' throughout the book. How does the concept of Pur/Purim (lots) fit into this discuss as well? What do you think these ideas communicate in terms of the larger message of the book? Think about this! (1-2 paragraphs)
9. Why do you think that there is no mention of God, prayer, or anything explicitly religious in the book? How does this relate to the point of the book? Think about this! (1 paragraph)
10. How does the theme of reversal so emphasized in the last lesson fit into the theme of God's hidden sovereignty? (1 paragraph)
11. How does the fact that Esther is a good story relate to the fact that it is historically accurate? How does the use of plot twists, irony, climaxes, etc., affect our understanding of it as history? And how does this fit into the theme of God’s hidden sovereignty? (1 paragraph)
12. How is Mordecai portrayed? Why do you think Mordecai didn't bow to Haman? What is significant about the fact that Mordecai was a descendant of Kish (2:5), the father of King Saul and that Haman was an Agagite? Note that bowing to superiors was a normal Persian custom, and a regular way of acknowledging rank, even when they met in the street (Webb, 119). (1 paragraph)
13. What should we think of Esther's apparent lack of protest of being taking into the king's bed and her apparent participation by which she succeeded in winning the queenship? (1 paragraph)
14. What are positive examples (if there are any) of what Esther and Mordecai did in the book? How should we view these characters theologically? (1-2 paragraphs)
15. Thought question: Comment on the reoccurring word "Jew/Jewish" in Esther. Think about what we learn from the constant use of the term 'Jew/Jewish', what it was like to be a Jew in a pagan society? Think about the theme of syncretism. Comment on what 3:8 adds to this discussion. What do you think about how Mordecai and Esther lived in society and what can we learn from the book on this theme? Put yourself in their shoes and think about what it would be like. (1 paragraph)
16. [Optional] What things do you notice from the reading the text after watching the movie that you didn't notice when reading it before? What do you learn from this about observation of the text,  assumptions, and asking good questions of the text? (1 paragraph)
17. [Optional] What did you enjoy about watching the movie? (2-3+ sentences)
18. [Optional] What aspects of the movie did you think they did well in accurately representing the story? Where did they miss the mark and misconstrue the story? Critique the movie. What would you keep and what would you change if you were making the movie? (1-2 paragraphs)
19. Application: What does this understand of story teach us in terms of how we tell, and listen to stories (both secular and sacred)? (1 paragraph)
20. Application: What do we learn about good stories from studying Esther? Why do you think the Bible is so full of so many stories? How do stories affect us differently than reasoning from propositional truth, laws, poems, and other genres found in Scripture? Think about this! (1-2 paragraphs)
21. Application: How are you encouraged and amazed by the book of Esther? What does it remind you of that will help you as you seek to live out your faith?
9. Our Part in God's Plan: Ezra
Scripture: Ezra 1-10
Theme: God Sovereignly Works out His plan, but our Part to Play involves Purity and Prayer
Objectives: 
· To see the importance in purity of worship in worshiping as God designed
· To be reminded of the faithfulness of God because He always keeps His promises
· To see our need to pray and be encouraged by God's sovereign answers to prayer
Reading:
· Read Ezra-Nehemiah once and Ezra twice
Questions:
1. What is the timeframe that the book of Ezra-Nehemiah was written in? Who was it written to? What were they like at the time? Lookup the dates of the Persian kings from Cyrus to Artaxerxes II. Then date the following verses: Ezra 1:1; 5:1; 6:15; 7:7; Nehemiah 1:2; 2:1; 13:6 (1-2 paragraphs)
Dates in Ezra-Nehemiah:
2. Think about and meditate on the following major themes throughout Ezra-Nehemiah: the sovereignty of God (over Gentile kings, His people, circumstances, etc.), prayer, continuity of the peoples' present with the past, the dangers of syncretism, keeping the Law, and purity of worship. How do they relate to one another? Why were these themes important for the people at that time? What is the overarching purpose of the book? How does the fact that Ezra-Nehemiah is in the Writings and not the Prophets affect our understanding of the purpose of the book? Think carefully about these themes, they are key to understanding the books! Also, keep these themes in mind as you answer the other questions. It may be best to answer the other questions and then to come back for this question. (2+ paragraphs)
3. Summarize the storyline in Ezra 1-6. It will help you get your mind around the flow and theme of the book. As you are reading through Ezra 1-6, identify the following characters: Cyrus, Zerubabbel, Sheshbazzar, Jeshua, Darius, Ahaseurus, Artaxerxes, Tattenai, Shethar-bozenai, Haggai, Zechariah. (1-2 paragraphs)
4. Ezra 1:1 says that “Yahweh stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia…” This is one of many statements that refer to God’s sovereign intervention in the minds and hearts of individuals in Ezra-Nehemiah, some of whom fear Yahweh, and others, like Cyrus, who do not. As you read these books, list below all those statements that are similar to this one in 1:1 (statements referring to God moving in the mind and hearts of individuals, or statements that the hand of God was upon someone). What do we learn from this? (1 paragraph)
5. Both Ezra and Nehemiah are saturated with prayer. Read the prayers in the books, and then summarize and describe what we can learn about prayer from Ezra-Nehemiah (see Ezra 8:21-23; 9:6-15; 10:1; Neh 1:5-11; 9:6-37; there are also many short prayers throughout Nehemiah: 4:4-5, 9; 5:19; 6:9, 14; 13:14, 22, 29, 31). What key words or concepts run through their prayers? Spend a lot of time on this, this is really important! (2-3 paragraphs)
6. Why do you think the author points out that the articles from Solomon’s temple were given to Sheshbazzar to go into the new temple (1:7-11)? (1 paragraph)
7. What is the significance of the list of returnees in Ezra 2? (This is the first of many such lists in these books. See also: Ezra’s traveling companions in Ezra 8:1-14; men who divorced their foreign wives in 10:18-44; workers on the wall in Neh 3:1-32; returning exiles in 7:6-72; ones who signed the covenant in Neh 10:1-27; many others in Neh 11-12). (1 paragraph)
8. What is Ezra 3:10-13 reminiscent of in Israel's past (think of specific Scriptures)? Why do you think the author of Ezra-Nehemiah is trying to make such a strong connection with the past? (1 paragraph)
9. Who are the “enemies of Judah” (4:1; cf. people of the land 4:4) and why doesn’t Zerubbabel let them build with the Judeans? Think about this! (1 paragraph)
10. Why do you think the author devoted so much time and attention to the Persian “stamp of approval” on the building of the temple in Ezra 5:6-6:15 (see too 6:22). (2-3 sentences)
11. How is Ezra characterized in Ezra 7:1-10? What in particular stands out about him? Why is this significant in light of the purpose of the book? (1 paragraph)
12. [Optional] Notice the shift from the third person (“he”) to the first person (“I/we/our”) in Ezra 7:27-28. This begins the so-called “memoirs of Ezra.” Where does this memoir end, where we see a shift back to the third person? What does this suggest about the composition of the book? (2-3 sentences)
13. Application: What do we learn about prayer from Ezra-Nehemiah that should change the way we pray?
14. Application: How are we encouraged by the sovereignty of God in Ezra-Nehemiah? How does this relate to His faithfulness? What truths should we be reminded of from these books that will affect us on a daily basis?
10. Watching and Working on the Walls: Nehemiah
Scripture: Nehemiah 1-13
Theme: As we Work for God we Need to Watch out for Compromises because we Fear God
Objectives: 
· To see the dangers of syncretism and to better understand how to combat it
· To better understand our human responsibility in light of Divine sovereignty
· To be challenged to fear God and not man in doing God's work
Reading:
· Read Ezra-Nehemiah once and Nehemiah twice
Questions:
1. What is the significance of rebuilding the wall around Jerusalem? What key word is repeated twice in chapters 1-2 of Nehemiah that gives an important purpose of rebuilding the wall? What is emphasized in Nehemiah's prayer in chapter 1? (1 paragraph)
2. Why do you think chapter 3 details all the people who worked on the wall? (2-3 sentences)
3. Comment on what happens in Nehemiah 4. What do we learn about fearing man from this chapter and how to respond to it (see also chapter 6)? What do we learn about planning and personal responsibility from Nehemiah? (2-3 sentences)
4. Summarize the conflict going on in Jerusalem in Nehemiah 5. What is the crisis? How did the people respond to the crisis? What sins are involved? What was Nehemiah’s response? Especially think about the corporate aspect of these sins and why this was significant. Note what key word is used in 5:1, 5, 7, 8 to describe the key issue at stake. Notice also what Nehemiah says in 5:9. (1+ paragraph)
5. What kind of tactics did the Samaritans try to use to stop the work on the temple in 6:1-14? What then was the result of the work being done according to 6:15-19? (2-3 sentences)
6. What do you think the point of chapter 7 is? (1 sentence)
7. Nehemiah 8 is a very important chapter, documenting the role of Scripture in this post-exilic spiritual revival. As you read it, write down which verses emphasize the high place the word has in this community. Also, how many times does the phrase “all the people” or similar statements occur? What is the author emphasizing here? (1 paragraph)
8. Nehemiah 9 is a prayer rich with scriptural allusions, which reflect on Israel’s history. Write down the name of the event or events that correspond to the verses in each section of the prayer: 9:7-8; 9:9-11; 9:12-21; 9:22-25; 9:26-31; 9:32-37. What is the point of this prayer? How does the last section of the prayer help us see the point? (1 paragraph)
9. What do the people do in Nehemiah 10 (cf. 10:29ff.)? What is the benefit of this? Should we do this also (cf. also Ezra 10:3)? (1 paragraph)
10. What is the problem in 13:4-9? Note the genealogical connection to Sanballat in 13:28. How does this section fit in with major themes in Ezra-Nehemiah? (1 paragraph)
11. Thought question: There is a large emphasis in Ezra-Nehemiah on purity of worship: The temple is a huge emphasis, faithfulness to the law is emphasized, purity from the influence of foreigners runs throughout. Comment on the danger of syncretism and what we learn about it from Ezra-Nehemiah. Think about this! (1 paragraph)
12. Both Ezra and Nehemiah address the issues of intermarriage at the end of their books (see Ezra 9:1-10:44; Neh 13:1-3; 23-30). Describe the similarities and differences in their approach to confronting this issue. What is at stake again? (1+ paragraph)
13. Respond to the following statement, “All of the Old Testament promises toward Israel were fulfilled in the days of Ezra and Nehemiah: Israel was back in the land, the temple and Jerusalem was restored, and the covenant had been renewed (Neh 8-10).” This is not true, but how would you respond to this? What proof from the text of Ezra-Nehemiah itself do you have that the promises were not fulfilled and that we are awaiting something more? (1-2 paragraphs)
14. Application: Think carefully what we learn about the relationship between God's sovereignty and human responsibility in Ezra-Nehemiah. When is it right to simply wait on God and not take action? When is it right to take action without waiting? 
15. Application: What are idolatrous forms of worship that surround us that we need to be very careful to guard against being mixed with our relationship with God? How/where is syncretism common today? What is the function of God's Word in this?
11. God Keeps His Promises: I Chronicles 1-9
Scripture: 1 Chronicles 1-9
Theme: God will be Faithful to the Abrahamic and Davidic Covenants Despite the Exile
Objectives: 
· To understand the purpose of genealogical lists
· To study and recall the historical and theological background of the writing of Chronicles
· To observe and analyze the particular manner in which the Chronicler gives his genealogy in 1 Chron 1-9
· To suggest a few theological themes that are apparent in the genealogy, in order to establish certain themes that may be developed throughout the ensuing narrative
Reading:
· Skim 1-2 Chronicles quickly to get a feel for its general structure and contents
· Read 1 Chronicles 1-9 once
Questions:
1. What is the background to the books of Chronicles? Assuming that these books were written together for a single purpose, when were they written (the genealogy of Jehoiakim 3:16ff. helps date the book)? Who were they written to? What were the people like at that time? Why were these books written to them? (1 paragraph)
2. Briefly compare and contrast the books of Chronicles with those of Samuel-Kings. Why do you think another 'history' of Israel is needed? Is Chronicles a history book? Why or why not? When were the two books (Chronicles and Samuel-Kings) written? How do they inter-relate with one another? How do their respective authors intend for them to be read in relation to one another? (Think carefully about this question! 2-3 paragraphs)
3. Does the Chronicler focus on God's conditional or unconditional promises/covenants and how does this relate to the purpose of the book? (1 paragraph)
4. Give a brief outline of the books of 1st and 2nd Chronicles.
5. Trace the following themes/phrases throughout Chronicles: David, all Israel, the temple (including God's presence, worship, etc.), retribution theology (including how pride, humility, and repentance fit into this), and God's sovereignty. Why are these themes important for the Chronicler and how do they fit into the purpose of the book? (This is a big question, work hard on it and think carefully about it, at least 1 short paragraph for each theme)
6. Jump ahead and read 2 Chron 7:12-15 very carefully. Note the language, the theology and the point of this passage. This verse captures in summary form some key theological concerns of the book. List below some key terms that are in this passage, and then summarize briefly what the author is saying in this passage. (1 paragraph)
7. Drawing from your previous study of the Toledot (“generations”) of Genesis and other genealogies, give some potential reasons why the Chronicler would begin his work with 9 chapters of genealogies? What is his purpose in doing so? (1 paragraph)
8. What stands out with the genealogical list in 1:1-4 (ie. the way it is told) compared with the other lists in chapter 1? (1-2 sentences)
9. What stands out about the order of tribes in 2:1-2 with the list beginning in 2:3? (1 sentence)
10. What is special about Judah according to 5:1-2? (1 sentence)
11. Which sections in the genealogies of chapters 2-8 are devoted to the following people/tribes: a) Judah b) David c) Benjamin d) Levi. Give a suggestion why these four people/tribes get the attention they do? What sort of theological themes should we anticipate? (1 paragraph)
12. Why was Judah carried away into exile according to 9:1 (this is a key word)? (1 word)
13. 9:2 assumes a return from exile and gives a genealogy of the post-exilic inhabitants of Jerusalem. List the 7 different types of people listed in 9:2-3. (1 sentence)
14. 9:10-13 is a genealogy of what type of people? Who is 9:14-16 is a genealogy of? Who is 9:17-27 is a genealogy of? Who is 9:33-34 is a genealogy of? (1 sentence)
15. What would you say is the main focus of the genealogies of 9:10-34? What do they all have in common? What greater theme might this section point to? (1-2 sentences)
16. Given your reading of 1 Chron 1-9, what are the main emphases that show what the author was trying to highlight. (1-2 sentences)
17. Application: What do we learn about God's faithfulness from Chronicles? How can we be encouraged that God will keep His promises from these books?
12. The Davidic Reign: I Chronicles 10-29
Scripture: 1 Chronicles 10-29
Theme: God is Ruling through His Chosen King
Objectives: 
· To begin to understand the Davidic covenant and it's significance on all of Scripture
· To see the significance of the temple and God's presence with His people
Reading:
· Read 1 Chronicles 10-29 twice
Questions:
1. Why do you think the author begins his narrative with this brief account of Saul in 1 Chron 10? Verses 13-14 are a theological summary added by the narrator (it’s not in Samuel-Kings). What theological points is the author drawing out of Saul’s life? What key word is used of Saul's sin? (2-3 sentences)
2. 1  Chron 11-12 is about David's rise to king and the establishment of his kingdom. As you seek to understand the author’s main point of this section, pay special attention to the theological summary statements made by the narrator in 11:3, 9, 10, 14; 12:23, 38. Summarize the author’s main point(s) made in these sections. (2-3 sentences)
3. What section in 2 Samuel does 1 Chron 11:11-47 correspond to? Why might the Chronicler include the list here? (2-3 sentences)
4. Articulate the main point the author is making in 1 Chron 11-12. (1 sentence)
5. After reading 1 Chron 13-16, what’s the main focus of this section? (1 sentence)
6. Compare 1 Chron 13:1-8 with 2 Sam 6:1-5. What is different about the Chronicles account? (2-3 sentences)
7. 1 Chron 13-16 draws on 2 Sam 6. Note the main difference between these accounts. What is unique to Chronicles and what might be the point he’s trying to make through these “additions?” (1 paragraph)
8. What key words or themes are introduced by the inclusion of Psalms 105, 96, and 106 in 1 Chron 16? (1-2 sentences)
9. Carefully compare 1 Chronicles 17:14 with 2 Samuel 7:16 and note any differences in the account of Chronicles. (1 paragraph)
10. Note that 1 Chron 18-19 follows closely 2 Sam 8-10, except that it passes over 2 Sam 9 (so 1 Chron 18 = 2 Sam 8; and 1 Chron 19 = 2 Sam 10). Now read 1 Chron 20:1-8 and identify the text(s) in 2 Samuel to which this passage corresponds. What significant difference do you see? Why? How is David portrayed in this section (chs 18-19) and how does this prepare for what follows? (1 paragraph)
11. Compare 1 Chron 21:1-22:1 with 2 Sam 24. What differences do you see in these passages? Why does the author brings these out? (cf. 2 Chron 3:1-2) Why is numbering the people such a big sin? (1+ paragraph)
12. Note that 1 Chron 22-29 has no parallel in Samuel-Kings. What is the main point that the Chronicler is trying to make in this passage? Why does he add all this stuff? Note that 1 Chron 22 and 28-29 creates an envelope around this section and captures the main point. (2-3 sentences)
13. What do we see emphasized in 1 Chron 28-29 in the transition to Solomon? Compare how the transition goes in Samuel-Kings. What is significant in the wording of 28:7-9? (1 paragraph)
14. What themes do we see mentioned in David's prayer in 1 Chron 29:10-20 that tie in with the message of the book? (1 paragraph)
15. Application: How does seeing David's rise to power, victories, reign and prosperity and then plan to build the temple encourage us to be faithful in putting God first?
16. Application: How does understanding both God's conditional and unconditional promises help and challenge us in our relationship with Yahweh?
13. A Glimpse of the Kingdom: II Chronicles 1-9
Scripture: 2 Chronicles 1-9
Theme: Israel in Solomon's Reign Foreshadows the Kingdom when the True Son of David Comes
Objectives: 
· To see the importance of the Abrahamic covenant in understanding God's plan for the world
· To see a glimpse of how the kingdom should have been and get a taste for how it will be
· To be encouraged to humbly seek Yahweh because of His unfailing faithfulness
· To be challenged by the need for faithfulness to be used by Him
Reading:
· Read 2 Chronicles 1-9 three times
Questions:
1. 2 Chron 1-9 (the account of Solomon) follows fairly close the account in Kings. However, there are a few differences. What are they? (Try to list 3-5) How do these differences color the account different than in Samuel-Kings? (1 paragraph)
2. Comment on how Solomon is portrayed in Chronicles as compared to Samuel-Kings. Note verses like 1 Chron 22:9-10; 2 Chron 7:10; 11:17. How does this fit into the purpose of the Chronicler? (1 paragraph)
3. Read 2 Chron 6 very carefully. Analyze important topics and themes in the chapter. Note especially 6:40-42, and 7:1-3 which are new/different from the Kings account. (1-2+ paragraphs)
4. Compare 2 Chron 7:11-22 with 1 Kings 9:1-9. Which section is unique to the Chronicles account? There are a few verses not in 1 Kings at all, what are they?
	
	

	
	


5. Re-read 2 Chron 7:12-16, once again noting the key words of this passage. How do these verses become key for the whole rest of the book? (1 paragraph)
6. Comment on how 2 Chronicles 1-9 fits in with the Abrahamic Covenant. Make sure to include key words (like covenant, ḥeṡed = loyal love), and concepts (like foreigners, blessing, etc.). Think about this!!! (1-2 paragraphs)
7. Comment on how 2 Chron 1-9 fits into the Mosaic Covenant. Make sure to include words/concepts such as blessing, cursing, and conditionality. (1 paragraph)
8. Comment on promise/fulfillment in 2 Chronicles 1-9. How are the words promise and fulfillment used in this section? Does that create any tension? What? How is it resolved? Why do you think the author emphasizes these themes here? (1-2 paragraphs)
9. Comment on how chapters 1-9 of 2nd Chronicles function to introduce and prepare us for the rest of the book? (1-2 paragraphs)
10. Application: How does seeing a glimpse of how great Yahweh's kingdom was encourage us as to the greatness of His future coming kingdom with the Messiah as the perfectly righteous King?
14. Divine Alignment: II Chronicles 10-36
Scripture: 2 Chronicles 10-36
Theme: God Blesses those who Humbly Seek Him and Fights against those who don't
Objectives: 
· To understand the theological features of the Chronicler’s retelling of the divided kingdom
· To compare the presentation of kings in Chronicles with the narratives of the book of Kings
· To understand the exhortation that the Chronicler is drawing from Israel’s history and proclaiming to his post-exilic audience
Reading:
· Read 2 Chronicles 10-36 twice
Questions:
1. Once again, re-read 2 Chronicles 7:13-16 and summarize the main theological point of this passage and note the key words. The Chronicler’s retelling of the divided kingdom (10-36) will in effect be an exposition of this passage in 2 Chron 7. (2-3 sentences)
2. Where do we see key words from 7:13-16 elsewhere in Chronicles? (1 paragraph)
3. What are some clear examples of retribution theology in chapters 10-36? (1 paragraph)
4. What do we see as the result of obedience and disobedience in this section (1 paragraph)
5. Note that the section in 2 Chronicles 11:5-23 is added from the Kings account (in both Kings and Chronicles we see Rehoboam's response to Shemaiah, but only in Chronicles do we see what follows). What is included in this section? What effect does showing this after Rehoboam's obedience to the word of Yahweh from Shemaiah have? (1 paragraph)
6. Compare the account of Rehoboam in 2 Chron 12 with the parallel account in 1 Kings 14:21-31. Note the modifications that the Chronicler makes to the account in Kings and explain a possible rationale why he does so. Don't forget to note the key word 'humbled' in this section. (1 paragraph)
7. Abijah’s speech in 2 Chron 13:4-12 has no parallel in Kings. Write down 3 things that Abijah emphasizes in his speech. Note especially what he says about David, and how this fits into the theology of the book? (1 paragraph)
8. Compare the account of Asa’s reign in 2 Chron 14-16 with the account in 1 Kings 15:8-24. List the main differences that stand out in the Chronicles account. There is a lot going on here! (2-3 paragraphs)
9. In theological terms, how would you explain the reason for the Chronicler’s modifications to the account of Asa in Kings? (1 paragraph)
10. Compare the account of Jehoshaphat in 1 Kings (15:23-24; 22:1-50) with 2 Chronicles 17-20. List the main differences that stand out in the Chronicles account. (1-2 paragraphs)
11. In theological terms, how would you explain the reason for the Chronicler’s modifications to the account of Jehoshaphat in Kings? (2-3 sentences)
12. Comment on the significance of 2 Chronicles 21:7. (1 sentence)
13. What was at stake when Athalia was reigning according to 2 Chronicles 23:3 (note that this verse is not in Kings)? Why is this so significant for interpreting the whole chapter (2 Chron 23)? (2-3 sentences)
14. Compare the reign of Joash in 2 Kings 12 with 2 Chronicles 24 and list the main differences. Why are they significant? (1 paragraph)
15. Compare the reign of Manasseh in 2 Kings 21:1-18 with 2 Chronicles 33:1-20 and list the main differences. There is one major thing that stands out in the Chronicles account. What is it and how does it emphasize the theology of Chronicles? (1 paragraph)
16. Comment on the significance of 2 Chronicles 34:27 (1 sentence)
17. Note how the book of Chronicles ends in 36:22-23 (obviously this is not in Kings). Why is this such a fitting end to the book and how does it fit into the theology of the book? (1 paragraph)
18. Summarize the main theological point(s) being made by the Chronicler in comparison to what we see in Kings. (2-3 sentences)
19. Given this theological point, or points, what is the exhortational point that the Chronicler is making to his audience by retelling history in this way? (2-3 sentences)
20. Application: How should we respond to Yahweh in light of what we learn about Him in this section?
21. Application: What sense of expectation and anticipation does Chronicles leave us with?
15. What is Wisdom?: Overview of Wisdom Literature
Scripture: Selected Passages in Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes
Theme: Wisdom only Comes from Yahweh; We must Humble ourselves and Seek His Revelation
Objectives: 
· To familiarize ourselves with the purpose and methods of wisdom literature
· To compare & contrast Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes and to see their distinctive emphases
· To understand the genre of Proverbs and to develop a grid for understand how to interpret and apply proverbs
· To understand how wisdom fits into a biblical grid for decision making
Reading:
· Skim Proverbs looking for key terms for wisdom and folly, section breaks and noting structure
· Skim Job and Ecclesiastes quickly, looking for section breaks & structure, genre, and purpose
· Begin thinking about a topic for your Proverbs Project
Questions:
45. What portion of the OT Hebrew canon are we in for these books of Wisdom Literature? What is distinct about this section and how should that affect our interpretation of these books? (2-3 sentences)
46. Did you notice any similarities between the three wisdom books in skimming through them? How would you summarize the purpose of each based on your initial interaction? How does each book interact with the concept of 'wisdom'? (1 paragraph)
47. Comment on the various genres found in Wisdom Literature. Note the single proverb and comment on what they are like. What is distinct about proverbs and what are the benefits and purposes of this type of communication? 
48. What is wisdom? How would you define 'wisdom' off the top of your head? What would be a secular definition of the term and how is that different than a biblical definition? How is wisdom defined by Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Job (hint: all three define it exactly the same way!)? Why do you think these books define it that way (think carefully about this!)? (1-2 paragraphs)
49. Comment on any structure you found in Proverbs. Are all the chapters the same types of proverbs? How does this help us in interpreting Proverbs? (1 paragraph)
50. Who is the book of Proverbs addressed to? What are the implications of this? How does this shed light on the purpose of the book? Comment on the relationship between wisdom and age in Proverbs. (1 paragraph)
51. Thought question: How are we supposed to interpret proverbs? Are proverbs always true? Is Proverbs a rule book? Why or why not? If so, how are proverbs the same as rules, if not, how are they different? How and when should we apply the proverbs (think about this!)? (1-2 paragraphs)
52. Is the book of Proverbs purely practical? Can the proverbs it contains be just as easily applied to a believer and a non-believer? If so, what makes it distinctly biblical? Are these proverbs something that non-believers could come up with from normal life experience? (1 paragraphs)
53. Comment on your view of decision making. How do you make decisions? How do you 'find God's will'? How do you think the book of Proverbs addresses this question? Comment on how the Biblical concepts of the hidden and revealed will of God factor into your decisions.  How does the 'conscience' fit into this picture? How does the Holy Spirit fit into this? How does the Sufficiency of Scripture? (2-3 paragraphs)
54. Why do you think God would give us biblical principles to live by rather than just giving us rules and telling us what to do? Think about this from the standpoint of a parent. If you are a parent, how do you want your children to live when they are grown? (1 paragraph)
55. Comment on the different words you found for wisdom and folly, wise people and fools in Proverbs. If you have ability, check and lookup the different terms used from a Biblical dictionary. Note that Kidner's commentary on Proverbs has a very helpful summary of these terms. I'm normally not a crazy fan of word studies, but I must admit this one is fun! Look into it!
56. Application: Do you think of yourself as wise? How does your view of yourself affect how you make decisions?
16. The Absolute Necessity of Wisdom: Proverbs 1-6
Scripture: Proverbs 1-6
Theme: Humbly Seeking Wisdom is Absolutely Necessary for us Because it is our Life
Objectives: 
· To understand the absolute vital importance of seeking wisdom and to want it deeply
· To see the necessity of guarding our hearts to be wise
· To learn to think ahead and see how paths we take bring us to unintended destinations
Reading:
· Read Proverbs 1-6 three times
· Turn in your Proverbs Project topic
Questions:
1. Comment on the first seven verses of Proverbs. What does verse 1 tell us? Does anything strike you about the grammar of verses 2, 3, 4, and 6? How does this whole section help us to understand the purpose of the book? (1 paragraph)
2. How does 1:8 begin? Where do we see this elsewhere in the first 9 chapters? (1-2 sentences)
3. What does 1:10 begin? Where does it continue on to? Why shouldn't the son participate? (2-3 sentences)
4. What is the warning of Proverbs 1:20-33 about? What is the danger of not seeking wisdom? (2-3 sentences)
5. According to Proverbs 2:1-5, how can you get wisdom? Why is this according to 2:6? What will be the result of getting wisdom according to the rest of the chapter? (1 paragraph)
6. How does chapter 3 begin (verse 1)? How is keeping commandments related to the concept of not forgetting? Why is the heart important/involved here? After we see the result of listening in verse 2, then why do you think loyalty (Heb: ḥeṡed) and faithfulness (Heb: 'emet) are brought in verse 3? What does the author tell us to do with them? What then does the rest of the chapter then expand upon? (1 paragraph)
7. Comment on the significance of 3:5-7, noting especially how the concepts of trusting, fearing, and being wise are related. What will be the result in 3:8-10? (1 paragraph)
8. How is wisdom pictured in the rest of chapter 3. Make sure to comment on the significance of 3:19-20 and 3:33. (1 paragraph)
9. After the introduction to the content of chapter 4 in 4:1-4, what does the father exhort the son in 4:5? How is this restated in 4:7? Comment on the parallelism of 4:7 and 1:7. Why do we have two verses that both talk about the 'beginning' of wisdom/knowledge. What does this mean? How do the two definitions complement each other? (1 paragraph)
10. Comment on what chapter 4 teaches us about the 'heart' as it relates to wisdom. (1 paragraph)
11. What topic is introduced at greater length in chapter 5? Why do you think this topic becomes such a touchstone topic of wisdom for the author? What is the ultimate reason for going down the right path in this according to 5:21? (1 paragraph)
12. What do the commands of 5:15-19 teach us about falling in love and attraction (think about this!)? (1 paragraph)
13. How does the topic of surety in 6:1-5 fit in with what the author has been saying? (1 sentence)
14. How would you summarize what we learn in 6:6-11? (1 sentence)
15. Which item in the list stands out in 6:16-19? Now go back and read 6:12-15 and comment on what sticks out? (2-3 sentences)
16. What topic is introduced in 6:24? What does the son need to be careful of in 6:25? How does the truism in 6:27-28 function in that section? (2-3 sentences)
17. Application: What do we learn about the importance of seeking wisdom from this section? Why wouldn't we seek wisdom? Why should we?
18. Application: What do we learn about our hearts in the section?
17. Choose your Woman: Lady Wisdom or Folly: Proverbs 7-9; 30-31
Scripture: Proverbs 7-9; 30-31
Theme: There are Two Paths Represented by two Woman Vying for our Attention, We Must Choose!
Objectives: 
· To once again be exhorted for our need for wisdom by its value, worth, and long term results
· To be encouraged that wisdom can be found if it is sought in God
· To see and value one picture of what wisdom looks like in the life of a woman/wife/mother
Reading:
· Read Proverbs 7-9 and 30-31 three times
Questions:
1. How does 7:1-5 introduce the chapter? (1 sentence)
2. How does the rest of the chapter unfold? How is the adulterous woman described in this chapter? How is the young man is described? What are some of the lessons in this chapter for the young man (think about these!)? (1-2 paragraphs)
3. What do we then find in chapter 8? How does chapter 8 begin in verse 1? What are the implications of the fact that wisdom is calling out? Comment especially on 8:17 and how it relates to the implications of wisdom calling out. What do we see in 8:22-31? What is ultimately at stake according to the last two verses of the chapter? (1 paragraph)
4. How is this whole section ended in chapter 9? What type of image does this chapter paint? Why do you think this is such an appropriate picture of the situation? (1 paragraph)
5. What is 30:1-4 about and how does it relate to 30:5-6? Think carefully about the interrelation between these two sections! (1 paragraph)
6. What themes do we see in the rest of chapter 30? What potential relationship is there between 30:19 and 30:20? (1 paragraph)
7. What are lessons we can learn from 31:1-9? How can we apply the advice that was given to a king to ourselves? (1 paragraph)
8. Noting that 31:10-31 is an acrostic, what are some of the purposes of an acrostic? (2-3 sentences)
9. Do you think this poem is intended to be read as an ideal to follow, or as a metaphor of lady wisdom? Why or why not? What effect does this decision have on interpreting the poem? (1-2 paragraphs)
10. Lookup the word 'excellent' in Proverbs 31:10. What does this word mean? How does this word color all the follows? How does this verse intro the poem? (1 paragraph)
11. What do we see about this woman from verses 11-12? What does this teach us about her purpose and role? (2-3 sentences)
12. Comment on some of the virtues we see of her in 31:13-19. (1 paragraph)
13. What is significant about verse 20? (1-2 sentences)
14. What is the meaning/point of 21? (1-2 sentences)
15. Comment on the significance on verse 23. Why is she credited with her husband being well known at the gates? (1-2 sentences)
16. What does it mean that she smiles at the future in verse 25? (1-2 sentences)
17. What do we learn about her in 26? Note the key words in this verse. (2-3 sentence)
18. What do we see once again in 27? (1-2 sentences)
19. How does the poem end in 28-31? What key words and concepts do we see? (1 paragraph)
20. Application: What have we learned about wisdom as it relates to wisdom being a choice and how does this shape our priorities?
21. Application: What have we learned about what a life looks like that lives in the fear of Yahweh?
18. Humility, Counsel, Money, and Words: Proverbs
Scripture: Selected Proverbs
Themes: We need Humility so we will be Teachable; Money has Value for Doing Good, but is not Ultimate;  Words contain Ideas which Profoundly Reveal and Effect what and how we Think and Feel
Objectives: 
· To help us to better understand how various principles fit together into a value system
· To further recognize our own lack of wisdom and see how Scripture is full of it
· To see our need for humility so we will love correction, counsel, and discipline
· To shape our worldview as it comes to money and possessions
· To open our eyes as to the massive effects of words on all of life and to wise us up in our use of our tongues
Reading:
· Read through Proverbs 10-29 looking for Proverbs on Humility, Counsel/Discipline, Money, and Words (see below)
Questions:
1. Find 25 verses on humility, counsel, and discipline in Proverbs 10-29. Summarize each one with a one sentence summary.
2. Now come up with 10 key principles on humility and pride. Try to group them together to show how they relate to one another. (1 sentence each)
3. Now come up with 10 key principles on counsel and and discipline. Try to group them together to show how they relate to one another. (1 sentence each)
4. Find 35 verses on money in Proverbs 10-29. Summarize each one with a one sentence summary.
5. Now come up with 14 key principles on money and possessions. Try to group them together so as to show how they relate to one another. (1 sentence each)
6. Find 35 verses on words and deceit in Proverbs 10-29. Summarize each one with a one sentence summary.
7. Now come up with 12 key principles on words and deceit. Try to group them together so as to show how they relate to one another. (1 sentence each)
8. Are there any other proverbs that jumped out at you while studying this section? Do you have any questions about any other proverbs?
9. Application: How does studying what Proverbs says about humility, counsel, and discipline change your worldview? What difference should this make in your daily life?
10. Application: How does studying what Proverbs says about money change your worldview? What difference should this make in your daily life?
11. Application: How does studying what Proverbs says about words and deception effect how you communicate with others? What difference should this make in your daily life?
19. The Emptiness of Life Under the Sun: Overview of Ecclesiastes
Scripture: Overview of Ecclesiastes and Chapters 1-3
Theme: Life from a Secular/Human Viewpoint is Completely Empty and Without Purpose
Objectives: 
· To sober us up by giving us a long, hard look at the reality of the fallen world
· To challenge us to think through the implications of a secular worldview
· To give us compassion for those who through the fear of death are in slavery all their lives
Reading:
· Read Ecclesiastes twice
· Read Ecclesiastes 1-3 twice
Questions:
1. Who does the author claim to be? What are the implications of the authorship of this book? What perspective would this author have had? Some people have suggested that Ecclesiastes has multiple authors and that the perspective of the book changes within it. As you have read through the entire book, what do you think about this, do you see any perspective changes? (1 paragraph)
2. Compare and contrast Ecclesiastes and Proverbs. What similarities and differences are there in their outlook and view of the world? (1 paragraph)
3. What key phrases or words are repeated in Ecclesiastes? What do you think the author is emphasizing by these words/phrases? (1-2 paragraphs)
4. What is the overall message of Ecclesiastes? Overview how we see Ecclesiastes develop that message. How do the positive and negative messages of the book come together to form that message? Comment on how 'death' fits into the message of the book. (2 paragraphs)
5. What are your own personal experiences with death? Comment on how many funerals you have been to and how they have affected you. (1 paragraph)
6. How does the book of Ecclesiastes begin in 1:1-3? How does this introduce us to the message of the book and set the stage for what follows? (1 paragraph)
7. What then is 1:4-11 about? What is the point of these verses? How does this fit in with the introduction? (1 paragraph)
8. What then happens in 1:12-18? What is his conclusion and why? (1 paragraph)
9. What then does the preacher turn to in 2:1-11? What does he find? What are his conclusions? How does he come to these conclusions? (1 paragraph)
10. What then does he turn to in 2:12-16 and what conclusions does he draw about this? What is the end result of this in 2:17-23? (1 paragraph)
11. Comment on the point the author makes in 2:24-26. How does this fit into what he has been saying? (1 paragraph)
12. What is the point of 3:1-8? What word do we find repeated in this section? Why do you think the author is stressing this point in 3:1-8? How do 3:9-10 help to interpret 3:1-8? How then does 3:11 come in and give the point to 3:1-10 (note the key word from 3:1-8 in 3:11)? Where is the phrase "There is an appointed time for everything" elsewhere in Ecclesiastes? Taking this all together what point is the author making in 3:1-11? Comment as well on how 3:12-13 then reinforces this point (think about this section, it is very important for understanding the book). (2 paragraphs)
13. What word is repeated through 3:10-18? How does this help us to understand this section? (2-3 sentences)
14. Comment on what 3:14-15 adds to this discussion. What do you think 3:15 even means (hopefully context will help somewhat)? (1 paragraph)
15. What then does the author move to in 3:16-22 and how does this connect with what he has just been talking about? What dual themes run through this section? (1 paragraph)
16. Application: What are the implications and attitudes of a secular worldview? How do understanding these help us in our interactions with non-believers?
17. Application: What effect does meditating on the effects of the Fall on the world have on our own worldview? What attitudes should this produce in us?
20. Contentment in God: Ecclesiastes 4-12
Scripture: Ecclesiastes 4-12
Theme: Recognizing our Finiteness helps us to find Contentment by Rejoicing in our Lot
Objectives: 
· To help us to see the emptiness of ambition and the need for contentment and joy
· To be challenged and reminded about what is truly important in life
· To understand how to live wisely in light of our finitude
Reading:
· Read Ecclesiastes once
· Read Ecclesiastes 4-12 two times
Questions:
1. As Solomon begins evaluation of life once again in 4:1-3, what does he look at and what does he conclude from it? (2-3 sentences)
2. What is empty in 4:4? Yet what do we see in contrast in 4:5? How is this rounded off by 4:6? What is empty according to 4:7-8? What does these verses together teach us? (1 paragraph)
3. We see a shift in 4:9 as Solomon turns to some practical advice, how does this fit into the book as a whole (in other words, why does Solomon give proverbial wisdom at times in Ecclesiastes and how does proverbial wisdom fit into his message)? What are some of the principles he draws out in 4:9-16? (1 paragraph)
4. What is the overall point of 5:1-7 and why? (2-3 sentences)
5. What then are some of the things Solomon emphasizes in 5:8-17? (2-3 sentences)
6. What then is Solomon's response to this emptiness of seeking money in 5:18-20? (2-3 sentences)
7. What is an 'evil' to Solomon in 6:1-9? How does these 9 verses tie together, what theme are they on? (2-3 sentences)
8. What is the point of 6:10-12? What do these verses teach us about the past and the future and how that relates to how we should live in the present? (2-3 sentences)
9. What is some of the practical wisdom that we learn in 7:1-6, especially as it relates to the topic of death? (2-3 sentences)
10. What are some of the practical wisdom that we learn in 7:7-12? (2-3 sentences)
11. What is the point 7:13-15 especially as it relates to God's sovereignty and how we are to relate to it? (2-3 sentences)
12. What does Ecclesiastes 7:16 mean? How could someone possibly be too righteous or too wise? Note that the word translated 'ruin/destroy' in NASB/ESV is better translated 'bewildered/overwhelmed/appalled'.  How then do 7:17-18 fit in with this principle? How then do 7:19-22 fit into this principle? (1 paragraph)
13. What is the point then of 7:23-29? (2-3 sentences)
14. What is the point of 8:1-8? Noting that the phrase in the first part of 8:6 is nearly identical to the wording in 3:1 and 3:17 (ie. 'time for every delight' or 'time for every matter'), how is the point here the same as there? (2-3 sentences)
15. What do we see in 8:9-11? (1 sentence)
16. But in light of what we saw in 8:9-11 what do we see in 8:12-13? (1-2 sentences)
17. But what does he come back to in 8:14?  So in light of that what should be man's response in 8:15-17? (1 paragraph)
18. What is the point again in 9:1-6? So how should we respond according to 9:7-10? (2-3 sentences)
19. What then is the point of 9:11-18? (2-3 sentences)
20. As we come to the practical wisdom of chapter 10, what do we learn? (2-3 sentences)
21. In light of the uncertainty of the future shown thus far in the book (and also in this section), what do we see in 11:1-6? (2-3 sentences)
22. So then how should we live according to 11:7-10? (2-3 sentences)
23. So then how does 12:1 pick up on this? What is 12:2-7 a description of? (2-3 sentences)
24. So how then does the Preacher end the book in 12:8-14? How does the judgment give meaning to all of life? (1 paragraph)
25. Application: How does understanding the book of Ecclesiastes gives us contentment?
26. Application: What does it look like for us to live wisely given our finitude?
21. From Fear to Faith: Job 1-2
Scripture: Overview of Job and Chapters 1-2
Theme: Fearing God causes us to Joyfully Submit to His Sovereignty, even without Understanding
Objectives: 
· To be challenged by God's absolute sovereignty and to see how to respond to it
· To understand the nature of fearing and trusting God and to understand why it honors Him
· To be shown how worthy of worship God is compared to anything in this world
Reading:
· Quickly read/skim Job looking for its basic structure, themes and message
· Read Job 1-2 three times
Questions:
1. What do we know about the background and setting of the book of Job? (2-3 sentences)
2. Briefly summarize the story of Job. (1-2 paragraphs)
3. What are some of the key words and themes in Job? How do they relate to the main message of the book? (1 paragraph)
4. What key phrase is repeated three times in the first two chapters of the book? Where else in Job do we see parts of this phrase? What does this suggest about the structure and purpose of the book? Give a careful overview of how the book of Job is structured, including all of its major sections (chs. 1-2, 3-27, 28, 29-31, 32-37, 38-41, 42). What is the point of each section? How do these major sections fit together into the overall purpose of the book? Note that you may need to come back to this question at the end after you've thought through the rest of the questions. (2-3 paragraphs)
5. What does Satan question and suggest about Job in chapters 1-2? Why is this question key for understanding the purpose of the book? (1 paragraph)
6. How does Job respond to the tragedies that came upon him? Why do you think he responds this way? Especially in light of what the book says about Job, what reason(s) does he have to respond this way? What do his responses teach us? Comment specifically on what Job says and how these quotes fit into the larger narrative of the book. What phrase does the narrator include alongside both of Job's responses and how does that affect how we interpret what Job says? Comment on what this teaches us about how to respond to God's sovereignty over tragedies. (1 paragraph)
7. What does Job know about how/why the tragedies came about? How does this fact fit into the main purpose of the book? (1 paragraph)
8. Thought question: Why do you think God allowed Satan to tempt Job like this? How does this reason tie in to the main purpose of the book? (1 paragraph)
9. Thought question: Think about what the book of Job teaches us about fearing God and having faith/believing in God. How are these two concepts related? Why do you think these two concepts are the two most central concepts in all Scripture conveying our part in salvation? (1-2 paragraphs)
10. What do you think the main purpose and message of the book of Job is? Why? (1 paragraph)
11. Application: What do we learn about God's sovereignty from the book of Job? How should this understanding affect how we go through all of life, especially including trials and suffering?
12. Application: Comment on why faith and fearing God honors Him and how this encourages us to live lives of fear/faith.
22. Futile Counsel and Debates about Right: Job 3-31
Scripture: Job 3-31
Theme: God is Completely Sovereign and Just although Everything doesn't always work out Justly
Objectives: 
· To challenge us in thinking we have God figured out and can know why things happen
· To give us compassion in dealing with those who are wrestling with tragedy and faith
· To show us how absolute retribution theology undermines faith
Reading:
· Read Job 3-31 two times (I suggest reading two different literal translations like ESV, HCSB, and NASB on this one)
Questions:
1. What is your first impression of reading Job 3 right after reading chapters 1-2 of Job? What does this teach us about suffering and faith in light of Job's triumphs of faith in the first two chapters? (1 paragraph)
2. How does Eliphaz respond right after Job's lament in chapter 4? Think about the implications about how we should respond in such situations. (1 paragraph)
3. Noting the following breakup of chapters 3-27 into speeches, come up with a one sentence summary for each of these speeches: chs. 4-5, 6-7, 8, 9-10, 11, 12-14, 15, 16-17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23-24, 25, 26-27.
4. Now summarize Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar's basic arguments in chs. 3-27. Summarize what they were basically arguing. Give specific examples (verses) that illustrate their points. (2-3 sentences with example verses)
5. Now summarize Job's response to Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar in chs 3-27 with specific examples of Job's points. What are the main things Job is basically saying? (2-3 sentences with example verses)
6. Unpack in more detail the flow and argument of chapter 19 and specifically how that culminates in 19:25-27 and what then follows in the chapter. (1 paragraph)
7. Comment on the structure and message of chapter 28 in the midst of these speeches. (1 paragraph)
8. How does Job conclude his arguments in chapters 29-31? (1 paragraph)
9. Thought question: In what ways were what Job's friends said right and in what ways were what they said not right? (1-2 paragraphs)
10. Thought question: In what ways was what Job said right and in what ways was what he said wrong? Did Job deserve what came upon him or not? Why or why not? Think about this! (1-2 paragraphs)
11. Thought question: What do we learn about what justice and righteousness is from this section? Think about the implications of the worldview of Job when dealing with impoverished or broken situations or cultures. (1-2 paragraphs)
12. Application: What can we learn from this passage about how God's justice and sovereignty relate? How should that affect how we counsel people?
13. Application: What can we learn from this section about how to comfort those who are in a tragedy?
23. Who are You?: Job 32-42
Scripture: Job 32-42
Theme: God is Awesome in Majesty and we cannot Understand His Ways
Objectives: 
· To fear God
Reading:
· Read Job 32-42 two times
Questions:
1. Discuss the position of Elihu's speeches in light of the structure of the book. Compare and contrast Elihu's speeches with that of Job's three friends. Does he say the same thing as the friends? Why or why not? How are his speeches the same or different? What evidence is there in the book that helps us to understand what viewpoint Elihu's speeches have in the book? (1-2 paragraphs)
32:6, 11 Elihu was humble and waited to speak.
2. How does God answer Job's question/request of chapters 29-31? What is the main point of God's speech? How does God make this point? (1 paragraph)
3. Thought question: Meditate on how you would feel if you were Job and you literally heard and experienced God's speech. Think about what tone of voice do you imagine God had in this speech? (1 paragraph)
4. Thought question: Meditate on some of the things we learn about God from His speech. What effect do and should these truths have on us? (1 paragraph)
5. How does Job respond to God? What does this teach us? What are the implications of Job 42:5 in light of the book as a whole? (1 paragraph)
6. How does the book end in Job 42:7ff.? What effect does having the book end in this way have on the overall message of the book? What possible misconceptions of God could we walk away from this book if this ending wasn't here? (1 paragraph)
7. Application: How should fearing God properly affect how we go through trials?
8. Application: What affect should a true understanding of the fear of God have upon how we interact with others going through trials? 

